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construction of some iM niilcH, govcrnnicrit

can now sccuro one at the South. Ten years

ago, whon this (|ucstion of ii road to tiic racilic

began first to bo uj^'itatcd, {,'ov('rnnn'nt would

have had to provido for it all tlio way Ironithc

Mississipni to tlio Pueilic-so it was iicid—and

timt would have required a sincdo road aliout

'2,000 miles lonif. Now. ffovornnient aid alon;,'

1,.^00 miles will pivfi us two.

These bands give a eompiile (piiotus to uU

objeetions to the Northern roads, on the score

of climate. In other niirts of the world roads

abound hi just such climates. 'Iho road from

St. IVtersburj,' to Moseow, and iIk; Prussian

roads, with others in tlie same band-i in Ku-

ropo, arc even in u higher latitude than the

St. I'aul road will l»o
;

yet elimato is no objec-

tion to them. Neither' is it to llie (,'anada

railways, nor to any others as far North as the

rails have been laid. Wo all expect to see the

day when llussia will be o.\tcndini,' her system

of rails into Siberia, and noncMtf u.-— for in that

matter all of us have nnbinssod min<ls—antici-

pate any diiriculty on the score of climate.

llain maps for th(\so bands show that the

avorajfe aimual amoinit of rain aloni,' this north-

ern route and until you pass the Kooky Moun-

tain range—after which the climate is mild,

like that of l-lngland— is less than it is along

any railway in the Atlantic States, or in the

Mississippi valley, or, indeed, in any part of the

Cape Horn, and until she gets into the N. E.

trade winds. Her course is then west until she

enters the waters of the (!hina Seas. She then

hauls up to the northward and westward tor her

port. On the return voyage, her course on

coming out of her Asiatic port, is to the north-

ward and eastward, until she getfl (airly witliin

the " brave west winds." With these she steers

to the eastward, following the great circle route

gradually shaping her course to the S. of E.

until she rc'-ehes our own shores again.

If she b(; houml to San Francisco, her route,

until she gains the oflings of the Straits of

Fuca, would be the same us though she w"re
bound into Tuget's Sound or the Columbia
river.

Thus yuu perceive that, on the outward voy-

_e, San Fr&ncisco is on the way side (rom
Puget's Sound and Columbia river to China

;

' whereas, Puget's Sound and Astoria are on the

I
way-side of the route from China and Japan

\
to California.

'I'o see how one road only would work, let us

;
suppose it at the north—running from St. Paul

I

to Puget's Sound. Let us now follow a pack-

age of merchandize—say of ginseng—that is

sent over this road from Memphis to be bartered

I

in China for tea. The ginseng would first go
I North up the Mississippi to get to the road.

!
Thence it would cross to the Pacific ; arriving

nt Puget's Sound, it would then be shipped for

age

world. They show that the average amount of ! China. Now it must come back to the SotUk

precipitation, both snow and rain, in winter,

for that part of the route which lies between
j

the Pacific range of mountains and St. Paul, is
'

less than three inches

!

i

Thus, I think, the question of climate, of
]

terrific snowstorms and impassable drifts along

this route, may be considered as disposed of.

We return now to the paradox, that by these

two roads to the Pacific, the markets ot Asia

will be much nearer to those of the Mississippi

valley than cither road alone could bring them.

To explain this, it is only necessary to remind

you how the winds blow and the currents set

that control the routes of sailing vessels—the

burden cars of the sea—between the eastern

shores of Asia and our west coast.

The route to Asia lies through the N. E.

trade winds. These winds blow between the

parallel of 30 deg. N. and the Eqivator ; and

vessels that take this route usually run across

the broad Pacific between the parallel of 18

deg. and 25 deg. N. where the trades are

strongest. Returning, they take the great cir-

cle route—the shortest distance—and keep well

up to the North ; for now the " brave west

winds" of those extra-tropical regions which

would have been adverse for the outward voy-

age, are fresh and fair for the homeward run.

So you perceive that a vessel trading under

canvass between our Pacific States and China

describes on every round voyage, an ellipse;

coming out of the straits of Fuca or the Col-

umbia river for instance, her course is first to

tbe Boathward, ati thoagb she were bound roaod

af/ain to get into the trade-ivind region. Thus
you observe it would have lo go more than a
thousand miles up the Mississippi out of the

way ; and when it reaches the Pacific, it would
have to return again as far to the South. Being
exchanged for tea in China, it would be near-

est for the tea to stop at Puget's Sound, take
the Railroad and come South on the Mississippi,

instead of coming South by sea along the Pa-
cific coast.

Now let us, in imagination, place the road at

the South instead of at the North, and take a
bale of furs to illustrate the route of trade and
travel. The fur, we will suppose, is sent from
St. Paul, It comes down the Mississippi to

get to the road. That would not be out of the

way for the fur, for it is bound South for the
No;tl;east trade winds at any rate; and it

wov.ld be, in a national point of view, perhaps
more desirable to have it go South by the Mis-
sis; ippi, than by sea in the Pacific. But when
the silk for which it has been exchanged in

China, on St. Paul account, arrives, on its re-

turn off the entrance of the Straights of Fuca,
it has to turn out of its way. Instead of find-

ing railway transportation to take it through
from Puget's Sound across to Minnesota, it

has to run away to the South. Perhaps a week
after it might have been in St. Paul by a
Northern road, it arrives by sea in California,

and is carried by rails to Memphis. Now it

has to doulle upon itself to go North, and re-

cross every parallel of latitude that it crossed af-
ter turning out of its wayfrom Juan de Fuca.
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