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tended to the weft, by what lands it was bound-
ed on that fide, and the connections of thofe

lands with former difcoveries, remained un-
known, till Captain Cook, after his firft voyage,

brought back a fatisfadtory decifion of this im«
portant queftion. With wonderful fkill and
perfeverancc, amidft perplexities, difficulties,

and dangers, he traced this coaft almoft two
thoufand miles, from the 38® of fouth latitude,

crofs the tropic, to its northern extremity, within
10° and a half of the equinodtial, where it joined

the land already explored by the Dutch, which
they have denominated New Holland.

The voyages projected by His prefent Ma«
jefty George the Third, and carried into execu-

tion by Captain Cook, have not, it is prefumed,
been ufelcfs. When Great Britain was firft vi-»

fited by the Phoenicians, the inhabitants were
painted favages, much lefs civilized than thofe of
Tongataboo, or Otaheitc; and it is not impof-

fible, but that our late voyages may, in procefs

of time, fpread the bleffings of civilization

among the numerous iflanders of the South Pa*
cine Ocean, and be the means of abolifhing their

abominable repafts, and almoft equally abomi-

nable facrifi^es.
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