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•ovMlion which womM Ariaa upon th« Iraaty. H« i

tlioutht dwR, anti: he thouchl so •till, that if lh«
|

3UMH0II wan to ba Mttlad in (hat manner, ^reat

anfor might ariaa from theaa public diacuMiona,

baeraae it would ba racollaeied ibat it took but nino-

taan of them to defeat any treaty; and if the diicoa-

•ion became azlanded, aa waa very likely, there

waa danger that nineteen aenaton might lieenme «o

committed before the whole country in regard to the

title, and differing fW>m the Executive, why, then,

waa it not obvioua that their eonaidoralion of the

treaty would be serioualy trammelled? On the other

hand, he thought then, and thought still, that if dii-

cuaaed in executive aeaiion, no such difficulty could

occur; no man would be tlien committed before the

country. But open dia'-.uaaion waa attended with

the danger of ao many men committing themielvea

on aome parallel of latitbde different from that pra-

•entedin the treaty.

Mr. DIX then proceeded with hia remarki, and
aid:

I beg the senator flrom Delaware to be assured

that nothing would give me more pnin than to

nieatata any aenator on this floor, and I accept

with great plaaaure the explanation which he
haa made. I deaire also to say, in justice to

him, aa well aa to the aenator from Ohio, that I did

not uae the term "pereraptoriness" in referring to

the manner in which they had insisted that the

3ueation of title ought not, in their opinion, to bo
iaeaaaed. I said they had taken the position in

etnially strong language.
1 now resume the consideration of the important

quealion on which I had the honor to address the

Senate yesterday; and in doing so, I cannot with-

hold the ex nreaaion of myaenseof the kind indul-

gence whicn has been extended to me. I will en-
• deavor to afford the Senate a substantial proof of that

aenae of oliligation on my part, by bringing m]r re-

marks to a close in the briefeat possible period of time.

. The hist'irical aketch which I was malting when
'the Senate adjourned of the discoveries and estchlicih-

menta in Oregon yesterday, ended with the year 1793.

The discovery of Bulonch's harbor and the Co-
lumbia river by Gray, and the explorations of Oal-
liano, Valdes, and Vancouver, in the strait of Fuca,
in that yrnr, terminated the aeries of maritime dia-

coTcriea in the disputed territory, which had com-
°- meneed two centnrieaand a hair before. Froir that

time to the preaent, nothing has been done on the

coaat but to fill up the smnllcr details of the great

outline completed by the Inbors of these navigators.

In the Rnme ,year, (1792.) Mackenzie, leaving

Fort Chippewyan, on the Athabasca lake, in the

58th parallel of latitude, and nearly midway be-

tween the Atlantic and Pacific oceana, proceeded
weatwafd to the Rocky mountains, where he paiaed
the winter. The next spring he resumed his joui^

ViBf, atruck the Tacoutche Tesaee, in the 54th (laml-

lel of latitude, (now Frazer's river,) and descended
it Mtnie 350 niilea. He then continued his courae
to the west, and reached the Pacific in north latitude

S9P 90'—about a degrae north of the island ofQuadra
and Vancouver. Fraieer'a river, which takes its rise

near the 55ih parallel of latitude, was for nineteen

jnears aupponed to Ise the northern branch of the
' Columbia; but in 18 12 it wna ascertained by Frazer to

debouche in the strait of Fuim, at the 49th para'lel

' of latitude. It wati;rs the district of country imme-
diately west and north of the valley drained by the

• upper branch of the Columbia. This diatrict is a
part of the great section of the northwest coaat

'bounded on the east by the Rocky mountaina, and
on the west by the Pacific, of which the main ^en-

vtela of aeecaa had been laid open by previoua dis-

eoveriea.

In 1804, Caplaina Lcw!aand Clarke ael out on
their expedition to Oregon; and in 1805, afttr in-

credible hardahipa and labors, they eataUished
themaelvea on the north aide of the Columbia river,

near ita mouth, and aubaequently on the aouth aide,

and passed the winter there. In the spring of 1806,
'.hey commenced iheir Journey homeward, and
reached the Misaiaaippi in the Cul of that year, hav*
ing travelled over 9,000 mile*. This expeaition waa
fitted out under the direction of the eoyernment of
the United States, and executed by oMccrs in its ser-

vice at the public expenae. It waM undertaken on
the recommendation of the Pijaldent, communi-
cated in a message to Congrcaa in 1803. One of ita .

objects waa to examine the country watered by Uie

Columbia river, which had been dlacovered by a
citizen of the United Statea; al^d it reeulted in a sur-

vey—neceeaaril^ cursory—of the main aouth^n
branch of the iiver, of the principal stream to ila

mouth from the junction of the latter with it, and of
a portion of Clarke'a river, which empties into the

northern branch betwcan the 48th and 49th parallele

of latitude. Tbia waa the firat exploration of the

Columbia made aubaetiuently to 1793, when it waa
aacendcd br Oray, ita diaeoverer, some twenty
miles, and five months after 'by a detachment from
Vancouver'a party, under Broughton, about one
hundred miles from ita mouth.

It is also to be considered that the expedition of
Lewia and Clarke waa undertaken immediately af-

ter the ceaaion of the territory of Louiaiana to the

United Statea by France—« territory admitted
to include all the country drained by the Mis-
aiaaippi and ita tributariea to their head wa-
tera. It waa also the underatanding at the time
that it waa separated from the British poaaeaaiooa

in North America by the 49th )>arallel of latitude

extended weatward from the Lake of the Wooda
indefinitely. Mr. Monroe in a paper preaented to

Lord Harrowby in 1804, at London, stated that it

had been ao settled by oommisaariea appointed by
France and Fngland under the treaty of Utrecht; .

and the atalement waa not impugned o( objected

to. I am awaro that a doubt exiats whether such
a line waa agreed on; but after nearly a century
and a halt, it is riuestionable whether an arrange-

ment which had been acquiesced in [Col. Bbmtom .

here added—and acted on] as having been made by
the competent authority at the proper time, canM
denied even though no authentic record of the meet-
ing of the commissaries can be found." Other per-

sons were employed by the government to survey
the southern portions of Louisiana, and these colem
foraneous expeditions must be regarded by the
world aa a public manifestation of the intention of
the United Statea to assert all the righta she might
justly claim by discovery or otherwise to the sov-

ereignty of the country between the Mitsisaippi
and the Pacific ocean.

In 1806 Mr. Frazer, an nzent of the Northwest
Company, formed an eilabliahment on Frazer'a

lake in the S4th parallel of latitude; and thia was./
the first establishment ever made by British aubjecti;';^

west of the Rocky mountains.

In March, 1811, the Pacific Fur Company^ofwhich
John Jacob Astor ofN. York waa the princi pal, form

•

ed an establishment at Astoria, on the south bank of
the Columbia river, about ten miles from ita mouth,
having first eetaMiahed themaelvea on the north

*8ceaii alalMirate ezamiaationofthiiqueitlon to Graea-^^^^
how's Oreeon, page 379.

'

.

-^


