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occasionally a spruce, though tJioso arc scarcely noticoahle until the

winter, when tlicir pretty dark green looks bright and cheerful amongst

their otlicr leafless companions.

Everywhere the prairie is doited with tiuy rose hushes wliich bloom

all sunnner, sweet, scented, and resemble our old English monthly rose.

Tins was tlie only llowei- we noticed witli any pcrlume, like the birds,

their brilliant colours are their chief attraction, l-jght oftiie neighbours

assembled on the 17th of August, to help at erecting our log liouse, two

of thum briiii:ing their wives to hel}) in tiie domestic arrangements.

1 could not iiel[) admiring the way tliose hardy sons of Ontario stood

on the logs and chopj)ed with as much ease as when on tlic ground.

These log'houses are made with a galtle at each cud, and a ridge pole

acroos ; diey louk simple an 1 in character wit'u the countiy, l)ut when

well fiuisheti are warm and comfortalile.

On tiic second week in Octoltcr we moved into our now house, and

now [ may say,
—" so far f live to the nortliward, no man lives north of

me."

Ifiving bought in a large su])ply of vegetables, we stored them in

the cellar under the house. The e!itr;nice to the cellar is through a trap

dour in the Hoor. and ir, seemed most curious at first to see jieoplc dis-

appear down these (pieer little places whenever anything was required,

as tlie collar is frequently used as larder and pantry.

Beavers arid jiigs are slaughtered in the beginning of winter, and when
frozen, keep g tod until the si)ring, which is a great convenience. At
this season tiie Indians are allowed to leave their reserves and hunt

deer, beavei', nuiskrat and mink, wherever found. They sell the venison

and poultiy very reasonable. Prairie chickens aie ])lentiful at this

season, also partridge or wood grouse. The rabl)its, like some of the

birds, turn white in winter, are numerous, but rarely seen ; they are

more often snared than sliot. .r Indian visitors have behaved so

pleasantly that I have quite lost my fear of thoin, and do not in the

least mind their unceremonious style in coming and going, '^i'hey have,

so far, l)een extremel}^ well mannered, and have not the objectionable

habit of spitting on the lloor, so common in Canada and the States.

My husband having rented 8 acres of land ready for crop, at $2 pe^

acre, put it under wheat tliis spring, and having jdanted sufficient

vegetables he went to work breaking the virgin soil. He has now' about

40 acres broken, and intends breaking _() more in time to ])ut all under
crop this S[)ring of '82. Earl}' in April, we watcliod the little patches

of green s[)ring up with so nuich pleasure, as we sought for the violets

and prinn'oses in our liedge rows at home; and the children came in

great gloe to show us the first strawberry l)lossom one day in Easter

week. Tlic beginning of May brought marsh marigolds ; tiiese and the

blue-bell violet are the only flowers exactly like our English wild

flowers. A fortnight later it seemed as if the j)rairie was a large garden.

I have this year collected laj-ge ([uantitios of wild fruit for preserving,

and my husband has reaped a l)ountiful harvest off those eight acres.
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