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many. The first came il' 1887. This
w~as the year of the author's evangelis-
tic superinteridency. The ission
Couincil gave himi permission to travel
more widelv in order to visit schools
and to place the meni wlîo came. In
the vacation of i888, the three men
who had corne on the lines laid down
inet with the author for a first Band
meeting, on a mouintain plateau near
the villag' of Karuizawýa,-unider the
canopy ni a cloudless heaven, with
Asama Yama smoking- and rumiblingrI
on the one side, billows of mountains
rollung off in splendid scenery iii every
direction, but suggestive also of ;that
turbulent sea of the peoples, wvhose
sulent roar, as " the voice of many
waters," ascended to the tlîrone-miet
to plead for the Kingydomi of Goci on
earth and to plan what could be donc
by the Band for Japami. Tiiere wvas an
agony of prayer: then a vote of $2,00o
from the central fund of the Bandi for
the purchase of land for tHe Lentral
Tabernacle, a vote afterwards in-
creased to $3,500.

TIhis is not the place to recouint the
stcps of developmient wvhich led to the
ereotion of the Tabernacle; to describe
the effect of -its operation; nor is it the
place to, recouint in dotail the work of
the Band for those three eventfll
years, 1887-1891. Only this: without
the Self-Support Band the Central
Tabernacle would neyer have been
erected; for want of the Self-Support
B3and the Central Tabernacle is an ar-
rested development. As it is, its record
lias proved its utility and the wisdoni
of the enterpri5e; b6t its operations
are still those of the vear of its incep-
tion:- funds have niot been available
for development into the intended plan.

During its brief life the Band grave
to, the regular mission work of the
Methodist Church, in cash., iii work
and otherwvise, wvhat would have cost

the Board, say, $io,ooo, and every
nieml)er of the Band wvas properly pro-
vicled for, îîot a soul wvas " stranded
iu japan." Sômie hlad been drafted
into the reg-ular wvork, othiers wvere in
goocl positions, and some retturned
home.

Whv wvas the Self-Support Band dis-
solvecl? The Y.M.C.A. agents had
arrived after the schemie hiad be',i
lauinclie(l and they soughit the positions
wvith good salaries; there could be no
thoughit of opposition, and p)ositions
xvith low salaries on-ly wvould ndt make
the plan work. Unexpected h indrances
arose; failing health on the part of
the wvriter, and, above all, the imipres-
sion on hiis mind of the immiiensities of
the priniciple involved, wvhicli gradually
dawn'ecl upon liiiuî as a somethingy too
sacred, too vast in its possibilities to be
jcopardized by atteniptiigr to force the
mnovement at an inopportune timie, led
himi to, decicle. So, kn *owing full wvell
that the stel) xvould be mnisunderstood,
hie allowed the Band to (lissolve, every
business arrangement being looked
after bv memibers whio carried Qut al
their obligations and wvound up affairs
satisfactorily. But lie expected some
day to sec the idea broughit to a reali-
zation on a larger scale and iii better
shape, use being, made of the lessons
tauglît by' the tentative experinient.

li 18Q.3 lie wvas invahdced iomie.
after three brief years of experience in
the wvorking of the Central Tabernacle,
years whichi prove(l tlîe accu nacy of
bis everv forecast, every speciial fea-
turc easilIv covered by special contri-
butions so long, as that mietlîod wvas
perrnittecl, the instl1-*1tion after -die first
six nîonths being absolutely unincumii-
bered with the sinallest indceb)tedcliss.

Froni 1894 to June, 1896, the writer
spent partîx' iii hospital, partly ini plat-
forni work for missions, silice tiien in
tue pastorate iii Canada,. but lus lieart
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