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THE LUMBERMEN'S ASSOCIATION
OF ONTARIO.

ANNUAL MELTING IN TORONTO,  -RESOLULTION PPASSED N
Favor o aN IMrorr Duiv ox UNITED STaTES
Lusner, —Qreiciks ELECTED.

Tur annual meeting of the Lumbcermen’s Asso-
cintion of Onturio took place in the Board of
Trade building, Toronto, on Friday, February
17th.  Among the members present were the
following :

John Berteam, Collins Inlet Lumber Company,
president of the association ; James Scott, Geor-
gian Bay Lumber Company, vice-president ; W.
B. Tindall, sccretary s John Waldie, Victoria
Harbor Lumber Company, Toronto ; J. T. Con-
lon, Thorold ; J. B. Miller, Parry Sound Lumber
Company, Toronto; D. C. Cameron, Rat Port-
age Lumber Company; C. Beck, Penetangui-
shene; Robert Watt, Wiarton; R. Laidlaw,
Toronto ; R. A. Mathers, Rat Portage ; A. H.
Campbell, jr., Muskoka Mill & Lumber Company,
Toronte; George Chew, Midland; J. E. Murphy,
Hepworth Station; C. A. dMcCool, Geneva Lake;
\W. Cargill, Cargill; J. P. Newman, Wiarton ;
William Laking, Hamilton ; George, Thompson,
Goderich Lumber Company, Goderich ; and F.
Potter, ol Saginaw, representing Michigan in-
terests.

The chair was occupied by the president, Mr.
Bertram, who, after the financial report and the
minutes of the previous meetings had been con-
firmed, delivered the following address, reviewing
the work done by the association during the past
year:

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,

The year 1898 was a very eventful one in many ways
1o those engapred in the huuber business. It was the first
year that there was a real change for the better since the
depression commenced in 1893, and I congratulate the
members upon the improved prospects.  Tae beginning
of 1595 matked a change in the policy of the Ontario
Gavermnenl with regeard to the cutting of pine on Crown
lands, enacting what bas been called the manufactunng
condition, and now all pine cut on Crown lands must be
sawn or otherwise manufaciured in Canada.  This did
did not take effect ax to logs cut under existing  licenses,
and before another season’s work could commence in the
bush,

The Joint High Commissioners met at Quebec for the
purpose of trying to adjust At disputes and differences of
apinion oxising between this country  and the United
States, The lumber and log question was bound to form a
very prominent feature in this discussion, and as was fit-
ting, the assodiation met and formulated their opinious
and viens, which were duly forwarded 1o Lord Herschell
and each of the Canadian Cramisddoners. Yo member
of the association appeared persomlly before the com-
wission, 1o labby was formed, nor any attempt made to
influence the commissicners on pemonal grounds. In
view of the near closing of the conference at Washington,
it is a question for the mecting 1o deal with whether
any further action shall be taken to reaflirm their
opinions, which Lam safe in saying have only been
strengtiened by time. Last spring a depatation waited
on the P'reanier at Ontawa with the request that a duty of
[ por o feet be placed on lumber, 30 cents on
shingles and 23 cents on Lt The views of the associa-
tion have so far been aceepted by the Goverament, and
it is for the meecting W say whether any further action
should be taken.

The Reciprocity Commitiee of the association met a
delegate from the Merchants \ssociation of New York,
who expected to find a very strang feeling for reciprocity
in this country, and dedired the help of the association in
educating the people of the United States 10 2 more
reasonable attitude on reciprocal  reliations. It was
pointed ont 1o him that it was really their own business,
and that the association did not fecljustified ininterfering

one way or the other. It was further pointed omt that the
fecling for reciprocity in Canada was weakening even
amonyg the lumbermen.

The Committee of Management also conferred with the
ofticials of the Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Rail-
ways, pointing out the desirability and necessity of having
local rates of freight on pine and hardwood., The main
difference in rates is on hardwood to Moutreal, which
are 23 cents per 100 pounds higher than pine. The
export of lumber by way of Montreial s an creasing
trade, and exporters in Montreal  are exceedingly
anxious to abtain as much lumber as possible to load with
their grain vessels.  The transportation question will be
greatly changzred when the deepening of the St. Lawrence
canals is finished, and the Georgian Bay mills will then
be in a position to ship cheaply by water to cither
Montreal or Quebec.

The president also stated that the Commiittee of
Management had taken up with the Customs
authorities at Ottawa the question of the injustice
done to Canadian lumbermen by permitting
British and American tugs towing logs from
Canada to American mills to bring in large loads
of coal in bond and dump it on the Canadian
shore, and then come back and get this coal
again, no duty being charged, whereas the Cuna-
dian tugs, towing to Canadian mills, had to pay
a duty of 6o cents a ton on coal brought in from
the United States. A reply had been received,
he said, from the Department stating that no
change in the law could be made. The matter
had been fully considered some time ago, and
new regulations were issued, which were as
follows :

To Collector of Customs,
Port Of o ivieieiineniioencercns canan

SeecIAl. FRONTIER PORT REGULATIONS FOR DELIVERY
OF COAL AS SHIPS' STORES ON INLAND \WATERS.

@esetescereseactreatronceratatas ssesancrsans Seesss e

Under the provisions of Section 103 of the Customs Act
(as amended) coal sufficiem for fiftcen days’ use (or less)
on board stecamers of 50 tons and upwards, bound for a
foreign port or not, may be delivered ex-warehouse, free
of duty, at one time, at the port above mentioned, if the
steamer be engaged in trade on inland waters along the
international boundry between the United Siates and
Canada,and if traversing foreign waters during parst of the
proposcd voyage on which the coal shall be used.

Provided, that the master or owner of the steamer, or
his agent, firnt makes aflidavit to the satisfaction of the
Customs officer that the coal is necessary and intended
for the purpose aforesaid :

And provided furthier, that this privilege shall be imied
to coal for delivery at such ports on inland waters along
the international boundary above Montreal as shall be
designated by the Minister of Customs ; and if coal thus
dcliveted as ship's stores is re-landed, sold or disposed
of in Canada, the coal and the vessels for and from which
it is dclivered shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture
undes the Customs Iaws, and further delivery of coal as
ship’s stores to the steamer, so offending may be withheld.

Upon motion of Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr.
Conlin, the address of the president and the
accompanying documents were received and
adopted.

THE EXPORT LUMBER TRADE FROM MONTREAL.

The president read an article from the Montreal
Herald bearing upon the relation of the lumber
business to the shipping trade of Montreal, from
which the following is extracted :

“Upon the increasc of lumber shipnients, probably more
than upon any other factor in the situation, has depended
and will depend the increase of shipping at Montreal, and
therefore the increase of grain shipments through th.s
port.  The noteworthy increase in tonnage, and, what is
of even more importance, the calling of the Iatest class of
freight ships to Moutreal in the last threc or four years,
hias been made possible principally by the great increase
in the export of lumber to Europe, principally to Great

e
Britein. Shipments of lumber in 1895 were e
feet. In 1898 they had nearly doubled, i“c“:l;b";
335:429,290 feets lu the same time the tonagge ¢
Montreal increased from 1,069,386 to 13830072, a9}
crease in three years greater than had tken Placerny
preceeding fiftecen years. This increase i (he leate
shipments goes far to explain the great COrrespogy;
increase in grain shipments from the por, ap .
which was indeed even more extraordmary, the oy
15,771,304 bushels in 1895 being trebled 1508, wkeay
total was 46,135,205 bushels.
 The explanation of this apparent witerdependene;
simple enough.  Every ship must have both “heayy
“light” cargoes.  No ship, or practi-ally none of g
modern Atantic freighters, will take @ cargo of graay fR
*‘heavy™ freight only.  Nor will any ship willingly yy,
full load of lumber or other “light” freight, A toag
grain occupies about forty cubic feet, and the granay ]
stiffens the sides of the ship below water, ang %)
materially to sink the ship to the safe water fine, 3y
of lumber occupies about eighty cubic feet of ayay,
space. The inter-relation of the the two cl:u.sscso(wr_
will perhaps be adequately indicated by the detaty ofy
cargoes of four ships of a leading Montreal hne o 3§
month of August, 1895, which shows that in a totalof,
434 tons of freight carried, there were included 3,210t
of grain, 8,219 tons of tumber, and 617 1ons of cheee
The grain at $2.40 a ton would yicld the ship-ouners s,
304. The lumber at $3.84 a ton would yield S31,561,2¢
the cheese at $3.80 a ton would yield $:,00:. Tiee
portance of the lumber caigo is at once evident. Qa3
last two boats of the season, when the freight cogs:

had risen five shillings a ton, the freight on lunber LE -

risen on an average only one shilling o ton,  Inaron;
9,926 tons for the two ships there were 4,630 tezs g g
grain, worth to the ship-owners $16,740, and 2,369 1xvi
lumber, worth to the ship-owners $10,48:.  There 10
also 35t tons of cheese, worth to the shipowof
$2,100.

“Apparently the ability of our expensive systea &
canals to do cnough business to repay the country firy
vast outlay is to be greatly influenced for sometine s
come by ihe ability of Canadian lumbermen to e}
the output ot their products through Montreal to Exrge
Will the Parry Sound Railway and the Grand Trusk b=
Midland be able to add the Georgian Bay lumber &
to the Outawa district in the development of sk
business?™

LETTER FROM MR. WALDIE.

In respect to the above article, Mr. W&
sent the following letter to the Montreal Hent

Str,—1 was well pleased indecd at reading an 2=
in your issucof the gth instant on the beanngof 2
lumber trade on the harbour situation at Montreal. af
are tright in saying that lumber must form a ponioada ¥
exports of Montreal if the business of the port is 0y
conducted on a profitable basss.

Tam not certain that the deepemng of the St. Lawrex
canals will materially assist in increasing the quanadg
lumber going from Western Ontario 10 Montreal, bat
will increase your receipts of all kinds of gram. Le=
being such a bulky article, and covenng so muchspar
it cannot, when moved in vessel loads, be yorded 2
Montreal so as to be available for steamers as wey &
quire it for mixed cargocs, without heavy terma
expense.

The transportation of lumber from westem ditra
must continuc to be largely by rail, whilefrom the Ciun
district st will continue to go in canal boats whichas
cheap, and can remain in port, if need be, withost 33
very great expense, to suit the convemence of &f
steamer. 1

Taking the whole cut of sawn lumber for the year 18
the output of the mills of Ottawa and Western Oz f
will aggregate 1,000,000,000 fect bom.  Of this six-1ead i
ot 600,000,000 feet, was the cut of the Ottawa mulls, ot
ing Ottawa river. Of this quaniity, one-half, say 300,00
000 fect, went to Montreal for export ; 100,000,000 &
would represent the local trade of the Montreal dot
and possibly shipments for cxport elsewhere than M= f:
real ; 50,000,000 feet would be taken by ihe Osux

e g

trade, including the consumption of Ottawa cay, leawgf.
ouly 150,000,000 feet for the American trade out of g

000,000 feet, and consular returns show less.
This shows the lessened quantity that is finding its

1o the American market, and is fully bornc out by S
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