
9$CANADA LAW JOURNAL.î

TFI>X COURT OP KlNG'S BENCH IN UPPER CANADA,
1824-7k827.

D'r Tlu IIoSçou&uZLz Ma. JusTicE RrnuuL, LH.D., bLD., ETc.

While watchful over the conduet of ita own officers, the court
did not ormit to exercise strict supervision over the iriferior
courts.

The first courts ini Upper Canada were the four courts 3f
Commnon Pleas, one fur eaeh of thé districts ito whieh what
afte;rwards becurme Upper Canada had ýbeen divided by Lord
Dorchester by proclamation, July 24th, 1'188, viz. :-Luneburg,
Metklenburg, Nassau and Hesse. These courts were abolished in
1794 by 34 Gtêorge III., c. 2, and new district courts for eaen dia-
trict were organised in the sanie session, c. 5; these later on, in
1849, beeanue County -Courts. Before this tume, i.e., in 1792, by
32 George III., c. 6, iniferior courts called Courts of Requestis huid
beeni coristituted to be presided over by bnc or more justices of
the peac amid afterwards by Commissioners; these ultimiately
gave way to DivisionCourts. There were als courts of General
Quarter Sessions of the Pence, conmposed in fact of the justices
of the peace of the district, with large criminal jurisdiction,
particulars of which may ýbe found in Blackstoue 's Commen-
taries, Book IV. pp. 271 et seqq. These have become the Gen-
eral Semsions in which the County Court judge in in fact the only
preaiding omeier, although in theory, the magistrates art sitting
w'ith )fim. -Comissions of Oyer and Terminer and Geineral Osol l

Del-ivery also issued. Over ail these courts, the Court of King's
Benth, instituted in 1794 by 34 George 111. C. 1, exereised
authority.

We have seen how -a judge of a District Court was punished
for taxirig too Iiigh fees to an attorney; and there are many othe.ý
instances of the court exercisîng its supervisory juriediction (see
Blackstone's Coram. Book III., pp. 42, seqq.).

In ster term, 4 George IV., May l4th, 1824, (Praes.
Powell, C.J., Camnpbell and Boulton, J.J.) "E. Edmu*da v.


