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Oa AR.e a eerevGOVERNMENT n, ENGANDz~;
nTs ORIGIN, DcEVaaoPI)IsNr AND PRAcTIcÂA
Oi'RnAT'ON. lBy Aipheus Todd, Librarian
to the lIlouse of Cummns ut' Canada, iu
to-o volumes. Vol If., London: Loug-man,

Cre o., 1869.

'Uiis is cmiplhatically une of thc books of the
day, w hethý,-r we look at it with reference to
tbe subject trealed of, the clcaruess, compre-
hcnsiveuess of its arrangement, or the great
leaî-ning cvinced in its preparation.

We suay well feel proud that in Canada bas
been fonod a xvritcr wvNho bas snppied lu
Englind a u-ork xvbicb, if eecan believe co-

telâlipoay enieis, and if unr own humble~
ju0fiment dues nul lead us astray, is deslined
tu bc, as lias beeu said of' it by an Engl ish crilic,
Ilan auîhority un the important subject uof
îvbich it Ira-ats, and w-hicdi ought tu have a
place alun- uith Sir Esinc May's Parlia-
mnentary Praclice and Constitutional Hlistory,
un thc shelves uof every member ut' tbe Legis-
lature." Th'e author is nul Il withonl bonor
in bis ow n couitry," for wbo that pi-ceufis tu
kuoxv auyîbiug of the inside uft' he Ilouses of'

Parliameul in Canada but lknows, as rnany
hav e experienced, the ready cnîrtrsy audre

search that bas soix cd and explaiued su many
Iroublesome donbts ou points ut' Pariiamcntary
Practice or Constilutinal Lawv. 1nt fis,
work wil give Mr. T1odd a reputalion as a
writer sncb as few possess, for wherevcr the
Anglo-Saxon lau' cxtends, or wherever exisl
the peinciples of Parliameutary Goverumieut
sucle as o-e bave il and sncb. as il is iu Eng-
landi, Ibis book wiil be the great aulbority.
Mr. Todd's familiarity îvitb tbe, subject, was

knn years before lie gave the public tbe
benefit of bis icarniug-bnt il is one tluug lu
be tboroughly conversant wilb a subject, and

anoîher lu sit down steaduly and enetbudically
te commit that knoxvledge lu pape, insc
a w-ay as tu bring the whole ot' an inîricate and
uittle audcrstood subject clearly and inblui-
gerîtiy before the reader, and tbat w ilb apt
anîhority and exemple for cacb proposition, lin

Ibis Mr. 'Vodd bas succeeded in a way Ibal has
callefi for lb the admiration ut' c'mcting revicu'-
crs iu Engiandi and ut' those o-ho are Most com-
petent lu t'orm au opinion as tu ils intrinisie
merits. lu fact to repeat the firsl sentence of
the review oft' Iis elaborate work in The Law

3fagazine (Augusi, 1669), " There could be
nu better exposition of the theory and prac-
tice of Parfiariuentary Goverumnent in England
than that containefi in the treatise of Mr. Todd,
now completed by the volume before us." Or
as another rcviewer says, IlEvery Englishman
w-ho can read should read this book."

The second volume commences with an
eicquiry int andi description otf the councils
of the Crown under prerogative governments,
and it is curious to remark, though the obser-
vation is uot novel, the wvoudo fi similarity,
takiug times and circumstances in consider-
ation betwveen the relative powvers of, and
iu{erdcpendcuce betweeu the sovereign anfi his
W itan or Counicil in tbe Saxon period, and the
Kings, Lords and Coimuns of the prescrnt
da Y.

TIho author gives an interesting account cf
the iucreasing and encroaching influence of the
Sovereigus from the lime of the Normnan Kins
clowvn to the reigu uof the second Stuart, w lien
the overwhelnîing power of the kingly office
receivefi ils death blow; upon wbich followed
the de-velopment of constitutional goverumient
anfi tbe iucreasing influence of tbe Coua-
cil, knon-n afteru ards as the Cabinet Counceil,
which since tbe timje of' the Saxons and up tu
the lune of Wm. III., had been more or less
"la pliant instrument in the bauds of the reign
in- miona,,rch, but w'as madle respousible tu
Parliament by the-Revolution of 168S."

la the second chaptar the present position,
bistory, pou-crs and responsibilities uof the
Privy Council under parliameutary goveru-
ment are discussefi, and heme the attention of
the reader is drawn to the Main distinction
betwecu the Privy Council and the Cabinet
Council :

"Eer since tbe separate existence of the
Cabinet Couucdl as a govermmnlal body,
meetings of the Privy Council have ceascd lu
ha bolden, for purposes of deliberation. At
the commencement of the reigu of George Ill.,
we find this distinction between the tu-o coun-
cils, clcarly recognised-that tbc une is assemn-
bled for deliberative, and the othcr inerely
for formai anfi ceremonial purpuscs. lit is, in
fact, an established principle, that ' it would
be contrary to coustilutional practice that the
suvereign sbould preside at any counicil where
deliberation or discussion takes place.'

At mecetings of the Privy Cotincil, the sove-
reigu uccupies the chair. The President of
the Council sits at the Queeci's left hand; it
hein<- nuticeable that tbis functionary 'duoes
nul possess the authority usuaiiy excrcised by
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