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Tie following is an address of the

President of the New York State Bar

Association, delivered before that body

last November. Lt will be of interest,

especially to students about to enter on

the active practice of their profession.

POSITION 0F THE LAWYEIL IN MODERN

SOCIETY.

Before I conclude this address, however,
1 cannot refrain from niaking one or two
remarks upon the position of the lawyer in
our modern society. That lie is at ]east a
necessary evil in ail civilization, would seein
to be proved by his presence ini sonie garb
in ail civilized contmunities, ini ail ages,
front the earliest tinte to the preseuît hiour.
In the dawn of nations hie generally is fouud
combining the attributes of î>riest wîththose
of lawyer, the iaws bcing supposed tu be
the gift8 of the gods to men, and to be
known by, as especialiy cominînunicated to,
their imeters. The iawyers werc, among
the early Hindoos and Egyptians, a privi-
leg-ed class or caste having alone and l)re-
serving jealouslyand secretly the knowledge
of the laws. They were thus regarded with
almost superstitions veneration as, to tis
day, they are stili regarded amnong the Hin-
dlous, where so inany features of iuiai's èarly
institutions, as they existed in the world's
îinfancy are, wonderfully preserved, like fos-
* sus of a former geologicai era.

Yet it muet be confessed that, in modemn
times, there han been strongiy impressed
upon the world's imagination a dark view
of the lawyer and his pursuits. Rabelais,
Ben Jonson, Beaumont and Fletcher, and
many other writers, all have found an ap-
preciative audience for their satires and
flings against the legai profession. Bear
Ben Jonson describe us in the age of Shake-
speare :

I oft have heard him say, how lie adinired
Menl of your large profession, that could speak
To every cause, and things mere contraries,
Till they were hoarse again, yet ail be law
That, with most quick agility, could turn
And return ; make knots and undoe tbem;
Give forked counsel : take provoking gold
On either hand, and put it up: these men
He knew would thrive with their humility
And (for hie, part) lie thouglt lie would be blest
To have hie heir of such a suffering spirit
So wiee, Bo grave, of s0 perp)lexed a tongue
And loud withal, that woul not wag nor ecarce
Lie stili without a ftý: when every wor
Your worship but lets fail ie a zecchin.

The pioture which Rabelais gives of the

Ilf urred cats," as lie called the advocates
of his time, in absoiuteiy ferocious in its
bitterness.

Turning to the contemporary dramatists,
Boucicauit and others, we find the advocate
generaily handsomnely used, but the attor-
ney mont outrageously nîaltreated and
abused. Indeed, it is difficuit to imagine
any thing more revolting than the figure
usually eut by a stage attorney. He is de-
picted as meanness itself -vuigar, impudent,
prying, without modesty or veracity, to
whomi honour is nothingbut a word, offering
his person to be kicked and himmeif to be
reviled, if, by that means, any money can
be made. 1 do not know how it may be
witli others, but whien this libel on us ap-
pears on the stage, I 'can hardly keep my
counitenance. Lt is needless to, say that,
whatever else niay be trtue of us, these dis-
gilsting pictures are not even good carica-
tutres. ihey have not the merituf suggesting
the reality. Lt is difficuit to conjecture
how they couid have originated, or what
circumstances retain theia ini dramiatizal
composition, for they have not the miost re-
mute resemiblance, even in caricature, to
the real average attorney, either English or
Amierican.

Nevertheless, the fact we cannot digguise,
that these delineations are received with
some favour in the commnunity, and do xiot
seexu t<) inspire mnucli aversion by their ia-
probability. Indeed, any slighting allusion
to the prof ession in public utterances of any
kind, jokes upon their assumned indifference
to truth, and upon their alleged unprin-
cipled adruitness, @eem sure to raise a
nialicious iauigh among the vulgar. As to
the causc of this, 80 far as it exceeds the
usuai appetite for satire upon allestabiished
institutions, 1 have, I confess, aiways been
somewhiat puizzled.

But putting aside ail satires, jokes,
calumnies and denigrations and looking at
the lawyer, as lie should be, learned in the
law, skilfuil in debate, yet upright and
honourable, the question will, nevertheless,
soînetimes recur.

la, after ail, our art a useful art, in the
best sense of the terni, or are we, by our
very constitution, an anoinaly and a need-
iess incumbrance in society ÎCan we,
when challenged, give a good reasoxi for our
existence in the world as it now ins; much
more, can we vindicate the propriety of our
existence in the world, organized as it
should bel There are- those who will
answer ail these questions decidedly, nay
vioiently, in the niegative. Sociologise,
economists, constitution mongers, com-
muniste, there are, who deny the necessity
or propriety, in human society, of any law-
yers at ail. Surgeons and doctors, accord-
ing to them, we must always have. Men


