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An Account of the Erection of the Tablets tec
commemorate the repulse of Montgomery and
3 Arnold at Quebec on the 31st of December, 1775

All trne Canadians will be glad to learn that a great
and long-standing national reproach has now been fit-
tingly removed. During no legs than one hundred and
twenty seven years—from 1775 to 1902—nothing had
been done to mark the spot where Canada stood at bay
against the combined assault of Montgomery and
Arnold on Quebec. Yet this assault was the turning
point in the most momentous crisis which our country
has ever been called upon to face. The American
invaders had overrun the whole colony. They had taken
every post along the frontier. Montreal, Sorel, Three
Rivers, and the long line of the St. Lawrence were all at
their merey. Quebec alone was left—the last hope of Bri-
tish arms, the last stronghold of British power in those
troublous times, and the one sure promise of any British
Dominion remaining in the Western World. On Quebec
hung the fate of half a continent, as well as the distinet-
ively Canadian name and fame of many million people
in the future. One false move by Carleton, one suc-
cessful act of treachery in the beleaguered town, one

! moment of weakness among the little garrison, one
& battle lost against Montgomery, and all would have been
over. But Quebec stood fast, and Canada was saved.

Four generations after this field of honour had been
fought and won the first practical proposal was made
to commemorate our victorious defenders. At a meet-
ing of the Literary and Historical Society of Quebee,
on the 19th of March, 1902, it was resolved by motion
of Fred. C. Wurtele, Esq., seconded by Major W. Wood :

! “That the time has come for the erection of historic
'i tablets at Prés-de-Ville and the Sault-au-Matelot, in the
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