4 HISTORICAL SKETCH
gency Meeting held by Victoria Lodge on the evening of
that day, presided over by W. Bro. Mat. Coates, the follow-
ing transaction is recorded in the minutes:

“wr

I'he British Columbia Lodge No. 5, having previously
opened their Regular Monthly Meeting, was now admitted
and the two Lodges were merged into one, called Victoria-
Columbia No. 1, and the minutes were taken by the Secre-
tary of the New Lodge.”

Immediately afterwards the officers of the newly amal-
gamated Lodges were installed by the Most W. the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of B. C., Most W. Bro. F.
Williams, W. Bro. Mat. Coates being installed as W. Mas-
ter, Bro. J. C. Bales as S. W., Bro. W. Harrison as J.W,,
and Bro. C. C. McKenzie as Secretary. Victoria-Columbia
LLodge No. 1, consequently passed the 40th milestone on its
Masonic journey, under its present constitution, on April
3rd lest.

Mauny distinguished Brethren have filled the office of
W. Master in No. 1 Lodge since its inception. Time does
not suffice to make an extended reference to each Brother,
but the following mentioned Brethren have occupied the
W. Master’s Chair from 1859 to the present year:
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