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(iii.) TlIK I'KHIOI) «»• I'HK ov.siirurii i.\ <)• Upi'BR Canmiv »:\TrNni\(i kii»m I7!)i

IHIO

Diirin;^ tliis pfriod several Aels wen

In.(liali ' It imiif ill |iri'vciiii 1)11 1)1 I lie jitircliiise of IiiikIh

|)iismm1 reyiilaliiii,' llie dealings wiili

(iv.) 'I'llK I'KRIOI) K\TKM)IN<i KIIOM Tl IK I NION O f TlIK I'hOVINCK!', KHO.M IMU) Ti) IHU5.

In 1850 the Act iniroduccl l.v Mr. IJai.lwin, l.l & I » Vie. ihap. 7 l-rr.i.ler.nK

/(»;i(/.v, invalid, and iiiikiiii,' n a iiiisdeiiieainmr to
llfffVI nil

treat

Ills wiili Indians, tor

with them, ami viirioiH «)ilier le^'uiaiitiiis, Itir wliieli see Aft iisell.

riiis Act is, dC ilM'ii', evi(U-liee ol' the jnior non-exisleiue ol anyI any Kiile ul' Law

ayainsi pnreliasini,' d r leasing luiuls Ironi Indian

Ciiapte IX (if tiie Consolidated Statutes ol Cimu(la einlxiiies tin- varictix

cnaclmeiils \v ilii relereiiee to the Indians.

||._As to tlie .Iiid«iiieiit oliiained against the MeCormieks on the Inl'orinalion

for Iniriisioii.

Ue'''rrin:: li> the Jnd:,'ment 1)V the learned laic Chief Jufi.iee Sir John Heverley

iinsoti, inRob
131— it is evi

l|„. ,.;,>e—as reported in Vol. IS, of the QiieenVs Heneh Reports, piim?

lent that, had the MeConiiiek elaiin, to the hiand, lieeii made to appear

to have lieen Inunded ii| the I. iroiii the Indians to Tlioiiias MeKee, a half-breed,

transiniitiiii,' to his Son, and by him tran •lerred to William MeConniik. their father

—

the Coverniiieni never haviiii; obtained the eessii

lioldins,' under a title independent and adversi

nn of the Island, and the M<-Corinie!i!<

f the learned Chief-thi (leelsion o

.luMiet^eonld not have been otherwise than llie reverse of what it was. An«l it is evident,

from the r.'Miarks of his Lordshi|>, that he I'.dt that the ease of tli.- .M<'('orinieks had not

been faiilv submitted to !he Court, by the special ease acreed on for the purpose, and by

lisiiirbed possession for a

riL'ht to recover, tlnis, by
ihieli tlieirease was iiiadi' to <le|)end solely upon their undisiiirbed possess

-riod of upwards of sixty years, as liarnni; the Crown's

iipletely liriiorin LT the Indian Lease, not shewin^' that their " possesion had been

id IkI'I not hrcn (i iiiirr (ontiniied posarsxion" adverse to the Crown and not peniiisMvi

" tikcn, in llie first instance, hi/ c nitrr intrmUr mn- ussrrting litlf,'"~'.i " .xpi.iiiei

in fact.

Til. iirlant defect, in the staleineiit of tin- ease of the MeC'ormii'ks bein^

arc nt, from the very judi^meiil of his I,ordsliip, notliin:^' ni'cd be added to indme tl

ment to perform llie act of justice of waivinii; the advantage of the judmiieni
app
Govern
thus obtained.

III. As to the disposition in which it is liope<l the claim of die McCormit-k fiiinily

will be received, and dealt with, by the (ioverninent.

The ariiumenl, iiad under the first lieail, i,'<m's to shew lh;it the MeCormieks have a

good pajier title to the Nland, or a rii,'hl to it, ae(|iiired boitu fide. Hut, in snbinittini? their

case, the MeCormieks fetd lliey are not eomini; to a corporation, invesiigatinjj Ihi-ir lith?

as if for a loan, bui to the (ioverninent, -is panns palrice, mindful of the just (daitiis, and
solicitous for the welfare, of all loyal and loving subjeels. They conceive thai, h'gally

and rightfully, they have aef)uir<'d the |)o>session and ownership of the lslan<l they

occupv, and, in ap|)roaching the Government with their east-, (even were it the (net that

eillier the Lease, under which they liohl, or the possession originally conferred by the

Indians and transferred to them, was irregular or (lefieient in any respect,) the petitioners

woula feci conlident that the Government of tli(> country never would, under any pre-

tcnee, attem|)i to deprive ihein of holdings undisturbed for upwards of three quarters of

a century. Hut, on the contrary, thai the Government would protect them in their

l)ro|)erty, and confirm a to them in tlit; manner most advantageous to them.

I\'. As to the ways and means by which the requests of the I'etilioners may best bt
erteutuated.

The members of the McCormick family, the Petitioners, are ready and willing to

surrender to the Crown their Lea.sc, in order that their res|M!ctive titles under it may be
confirmed by patents. And it is respcctfp'ly asked that the GovernrT'"nt will take a sur-

render of the reversionary interejt of the Indians, if the bands, ulut originallti owned the

Island, are still in exis:ence. And if, upon enquiry, it should iie found that those bands
are extinct, th(!ii that the Gov(!rnment assume the reversionary interest, and, accepting
the surrender of the Lea.se, issue patents, ill the manner prayed for in the petition, to

each member of the family as entitled.


