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that in ihft stale ot*(rxeitement to wliich the public mind is

raised, snid which is hoiirly iiicroasiiig hy the iiiohI profligate

disroQinrd of truth and oJ' Um* welfare of the country—and
by tl>L' utmost prostilnliosj of talents, a mere triile would
sullu'c to produce a C(»nviilsion— (as, when you have collect-

ed loi^elher a qiianhly of highly combustible materials, a
Rinii;ie spark suiVices to pro'ltiee a counti^ration,)—that a
dissoiiiiinn of the u\iiuii will iiif';illibiy produce a civil war;
that in the event of a civil war, there ^ill bo a slruc^j^lc

throiit^hont tiie eounlry \'nr the ascendancy, wherein will be

])Otpelratvd alioclties similar to those which disgraced the

rj\'nc!» revolution : that even if we should be so fortunate

as lo escape a civil war. or, (if we should nol) after its ter-

mination, and the establishment of separate confcdi raeies,

{he ennntrv will be cursed with a constant border war,
ibnu'tited by the nalwnis of l<)urope, to wh(»m wc shall be a
s|)()rt and a prey : ajul that, in one word, a nation most highly

fuv.inrcdby heaven, is on the very versje of perdition.

These views may 1)8 erroneous. They difter from those

cf mr)sl of my friends The mass of the community, more-
over, do not accord with them. But they are unalterably

impressed upon my mind. 1 cannot shake them off. They
are all supported by the instructive, but neglected voice of*

Iiistory. I possess not the happy faculty with wliich so

muny are endowed. 1 cannot believe an event will not take

place, because I hope an<l pray it may not. I am disposed

to envy those who are thus gifted. It diminishes the hours

of suffering. In a life so chequered as ours, this is some
advantage. But it has, like all other blessings, a counter-

poising evil. When we disbelieve in the approach of dan-
ger, we make no prep;\rations to repel it.

With these impressions I preferred risquing any conse-

quences, however pernicious to myself, that might arise

i'roin the present aildress, to a state of torpor and inactivity

—to perishing without an effort. In a sanguine moment, I

indulged the flattering, the fond, (pray heaven it may not

be, the delusive) hope that my efforts might he so far crown-

ed with success, as to make me the blessed, the happy in-

strument of arousing even one, two, or three influential

active citizens from the morbid, the lethargic slumber, into

which the commnnity has been so fatally lulled ; that these

might arouse others ; and that thus the potent spells might
be dissolved, which, in a manner unexampled in the history


