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spirited, and made root-and-branch work of it.

When they settled on a district, they destroyed the

old and youn^^ alike ; and when they left it, they

left no living thing beliind them. The first party

proving successful, more were fitted out, and every

successive year has seen several armed and mounted
bands of hunters, from twenty to a hundred men
and more in each, pouring into the Indian hunting

grounds; and all this has been done in open and
direct violation of a law of the United States, which

expressly forbids trapping and hunting on Indian

lands. The consequence has been that there are

now ^^w fur-clad animals this side the mountains."

Lewis and Clarke, and some other trav(;llers,

speak of friendly Indians, -^ of their kindness and
hospitality, and expatiate on tlieir amiable disposi-

tion, and relate instances of it. Yet after all, this

Indian friendship is very like the affection of the

nesroes in the Southern States for their masters

and mistresses, and for their children,— the offspring

merely of fear. There can be no friendship where
there is such a disparity of condition. As to their

presents, an Indian gift is proverbial. They never

give without expecting double in return.

What right have we to fit out armed expeditions,

and enter the long occupied country of the rjatives,

to destroy their game, not for subsistence, but for

their skins ? They are a contented people, and do

not want our aid to make them happier. We prate

of civilizing and Christianizing the savages. What
have we done for their benefit ? We have carried

among them rum^poicder 'Awdi hall, small-pox, starva-

tion, and misery. What is the reason that Congress,

— the great council of the nation,— the collected

wisdom of these United States, has turned a deaf


