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22 Captain COOKE's VOYAGES.
chaced thence by two French South Sea Ihips,

He had with him his deaths and bedding, with

a firelock, fome powder, bullets, and tobacco;

a hatchet, a knife, a kettle, a bible, fome
pradical pieces, and his mathematical inftru-

ments and books. He diverted and provided

for himfelf as well as he could -, but for the firft

eight months he had much ado to bear up a-

gainft melancholy, and the terror of being left

alone in fuch a defolate place. He built two

huts in Piemento-trees, covered them wjth long

grafs, and lined them with the Ikins of goats

which he killed with his gun as he wanted, fo

long as his powder lafted, which was but a

pound, and that being almoft fpent, he got fire

by rubbing two flicks of Piemento wood toge-

ther upon his knee. In the lefier hut, at fome

diftance from the other, he dreft his viftuals,

and in the larger he flept, and employed himfelf

in reading, finging pfalms, and praying ; fo that

he faid he was a better Chriftian while in this

folitude than ever he was before, or than, he was

afraid, he fhould ever be again.

At firft he never cat any thing till hunger

conftrained him, partly for grief, and partly

for want of bread and fait, nor did he gO to bed

till he could watch no longer. The Piemento

wood, which burnt very clear, ferved him both

for fire and candle, and rcfrelhed him with its

fragrant fmell. He might have had filh enough,

but could not eat them for want of fait, becaufe

they occafioned a loofenefs, except crayfifh,
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