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IV PREFACE.

ilireatcn to afflict, and disturb the nations of Eu-

rope.

Tljc Kditor has entered more at large into the de-

tails of tlie discovery and early history of the Ame-
rican ContiiK'iJt than some readers may approve of;

but, in adopting tliis phm,'he was influenced by the

coriA'ii'tion that tlie present state of America cannot

be fii^iv luiderstood, nor the character of its people

fairly appreciated, without a reference to the origin

of its colonization, and some knov/ledge of the vari-

ous steps by which it has attained its present impor-

tance.

As it was one of the main objects of the Editor to

consult the wants of that class of readers who have

not access to numerous writers on the same subject;

he has liberally availed himself both of the research-

es of his predecessors, and the labors of his con-

ten)p(."'nries. The present work aspires to no higher

title xhiin a fjiilhfnl compilation, or digest, of the

facts furju>iicd by others ; and if the Editor has suc-

ceeded in Hrrauijing them in a lucid order, he has

fidly accoinpiished his original purpose.
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