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Perliaps It may be faid in anfwer to this, thai the Jketch hire prefented to the

publick ly the French court is only a rough draught of the peace that cannot be con-

fuicred as pof:tive in any particular. Agreed : but does not this rough draught

give us the fentiments of our Minifter on every point ? The Britifh Memo-
rial taices notice particularly of other limits moie northerly, and of the limits

(in fome degree) of the French cod fifhery, but only prefents us with this va-

o-ue account of thofe of Louifiana ; the fame Memorial is alfo particular in

many orlier refpefls, but this care happens to be where it is of leaft impor-

tance. I fliall here give the fifteenth article of the peace of Utrecht, which

relates to the limits of the French and Englilh colonics, as it will throw fome

light on the prefent argument. " The fubje<Ss of France inhabiting Canada,

and others, (h;>ll heroafter give no hindrance or molcflation to the F'ive Na-
tions or cantons of Indians, fubjedt to the dominion of Great-Britain, nor

*' to the other natives of America, who are friends to the fame. In like

" manner the fubjeds of Great-Britain (hall behave themfelves peaceably to-

" wards the Americans, who are fubjeds or friends to France ; and on both
*' fides they fliall enjoy full liberty of going and coming on account of trade.

*» As alio the natives of thofe countries fliall with the fame liberty refort as

" they pleafe to the Britifli and French colonies, for promoting trade on one fide

*' and the other, without any moleftation or hindrance, either on the part of the

" Britiih fubje<5bs or of the French. But ^ is to be exadly and dift:ind:ly

»* fettled by commiflaries, who are, and who ought to be accounted the fubjccts

*' and friends of Britain or of France."

This article abfolutely gives up the dominion of the Five Nations to Great-

Britain, the treaty of Aix le Chappelle confirmed the fame, and alfo left the de-

cifionof the limits to commifiaries ; therefore does more than the Britifli Memo-
rial requires in the late negotiation, with refpeft to the fouthern Indians who are

only under our protection : and yet the French no fooner figned thefe treaties than

they immediately began to encroach. Can we exped: that they fliould be more

complaifant for the future ? And efpecially when we give them a greater oppor-

tunity of doing it with impunity ? If the treaties above-mentioned had defined

the bounds of the two colonies to be the river St. Lawrence, no difficulties

could have arifen : and had the Britifli Memorial in the like manner infilled on the

Miflifllppi being the limit of Louifiana, it would have added very much to the

fecurity of our plantations. This Memorial only mentions the King of Great-

Britain's claim to the procedion of the Indians in queftiion, and confequently

gives up any claim we may have to the dominion over their country, a ftroke

which is certainly the mofl: impolitic that could pofllbly have been thought of.

7'he nature of the European colonies in North America makes it impoflible to
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