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mdaeontents, in the reigns of Bodolph II., Ferdinand 11., and

Pevdinand lU.. Emperors of Germany. According to the Paci*

fieadon of Vienna (1606.) and that of Lintz (1646.) as well as

by the decrees of the Diet of Odenburg (1622,) and of Presburg

(H47t) these princes were compelled to tolerate the public exer-

ciae of the retormed religion ; and to redress the political com-

phunta of the Hungarian malecontents.

The same trouwes on the score of religion, which infested

Httogary, extended likewise to Bohemia, where the new doc-

trines met with a much better reception, as they were in unison

wMl the religious system of the Hussites, who had already nu-

merous partisans in that kingdom. It was chiefly under the

reign of the mild and tolerant Maximilian II. that Protestantism

made its way in Bohemia. All those who were formerly called

thrmma^, from their professing the Communion in both kinds,

ioaned the followers either of Luther or Calvin. Rodolpfc II.,

the son and successor of Moximilian.was obliged, at the Diet of

I%agae (1600,) to grant them the free exercise of their worship,

without distinction ofplace ; and even to extend this indulgence to

die Rotestants of Sitesia and Lusatia by letters-patent, known

W the name of LeUen of Majaty ; copies of which were made

ai Prague on the 11th of July and 20th of August 1609. These

letters were confirmed by King Matthias, on his accession to the

throne of Bohemia ; as also by Ferdinand III., when he was

at^iKiwledged by the Bohemian States, as the adopted son and

^accessor of Matthias.

d'Tha different interpretations which were put on these letters

occasioned the war, known in history by the name of the Thirty

Years' War. The Emperor Matthias happening to die in the

midst of these disturbances, the Bohemian States, regarding

their crown as elective, annulled the election of Ferdinand II.

(Ifil9,) and conferred the crown on Frederic, the Elector Pala-

tine. Being in strict alliance with the States of Silesia, Mora-

Tia, and Lusatia, they declared war against Ferdinand, who was

suppwrted, on the other hand, by Spain, the Catholic princes of

the Empire, and the Elector of Saxony.
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. The famous battle of Prague (1620,) and the full of the Elec-

tor Rilatine, brought about a revolution in Bohemia, The ring-

leaders of the insurrection were executed at Prague, and their

goods confiscated. Ferdinand, who treated that kingdom as a

conquered country, declared that the States had forfeited their

rights and privileges ; and, in the new constituiion which he

gave them, he consented to restore these, only on condition of

expressly excepting the rights which they had claimed in the

el«*ion of their kings, as well as the Letters of Majesty which


