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town of Vicksburgh, on the Mississippi. It may appear strange that peo-
dle should be lynched for the mere vice of gambling : but this will be
better understood when, in my second portion of this work, I enter into a
general view of society in the United States. At present it will be suffi>

cient to say, that as towns rise in the South and West, they gradually

become peopled with a better class ; and that, as soon as this better class

is sufficiently strong to accomplish their ends, a purification takes place

much to the advantage of society. I hardly need observe ; that these

better classes come from the Eastward. New Orleans, Natchez, and
Vicksburgh are evidences of the truth of observations I have made. In

the present instance, it was resolved by the people of Vicksburgh that

they would no longer permit their city to be the resort of a set of unprin-

cipled characters, and that all gamblers by profession should be compelled

to quit it. But, as I have the American account of what occurred, I

think it will be better to give it in detail, the rather as I was informed by
a gentleman residing there that it is perfectly correct :

—

** Our city has for some days past been the theatre of the most nove'

and startling scenes that we have ever witnessed. While we regret that

the necessity for. such scenes should have existed, we are proud of the

public spirit and indignation against offenders displayed by the citizens,

and congatulate them on having at length banished a class of individuals,

whose shameless vices and daring outrages have long poisoned the springs

of morality, and interrupted the relations of society. For years past, pro-

fessional gamblers, destitute of all sense of moral obligation—unconnected
with society by any of its ordinary ties, and intent only on the gratification

of their avarice—have made Vicksburgh their place of rendezvous—and,

in the very bosom of our society, boldly plotted their vile and lawless

machinations. Here, as everywhere else, the laws of the country were
found wholly ineffectual for the punishment of these individuals ; and,

emboldened by impunity, their numbers and their crimes have daily con-

tinued to multiply. Every species of transgression followed in their train.

They supported a large number of tippling-houses, to which they would
decoy the youthful and unsuspecting, and, after stripping them of their

possessions, send them forth into the world the ready and desperate in-

struments ofvice. Our streets were ever resounding with the echoes of their

drunken and obscene mirth, and no citizen was secure from their villany.

Frequently, in armed bodies, they have disturbed the good order of pub-

lic assemblages, insulted our citizens, and defied our civil authorities.

Thus had they continued to grow bolder in their wickedness, and more
formidable in their numbers, until Saturday, the 4th of July (inst.), when
our citizens had assembled together, with the corps of Vicksburgh volun-

teers, at a barbecue, to celebrate the day by the usual festivities. After

dinner, and during the delivery of the toasts, one of the officers attempted

to enforce order and silence at the table, when one of the gamblers, whose
name is Cabler, who had impudently thrust himself into the company,

insulted the officer, and struck one of the citizens. Indignation immedi-

ately rose high, and it was only by the interference of the commandant
that he was saved from instant punishment. He was, however, permitted

to retire, and the company dispersed. The military corps proceeded to the

public square of the city, and were there engaged in their exercises, when
information was received that Cabler was coming up, armed, and resolved

to kill one of the volunteers, who had been most active in expelling him

from the table. Knowing his desperate character, two of the corps in-

stantly stepped f-x-ward and arrested him. A loaded pistol and a large knife

and dagger were l und upon his person, all of which he had procured

fince he separated from the company. To liberate him would have beea


