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4 THE ENGLISH

size, tin; climato, and political and relative ])()siti(>n

of tlu! other, are of the utmost important' to be

thorouj^hly understood, and maturi^ly eonsidered.

Thus a constitutional monarchy has proved

inadequate in Spsiin to conciliate the affections

or restrain the turbulence of the people. R(v

sponsible government in Canadji has failed in its

object, because it is incompatible with imperial

control and colonial dependence, is unsuited to

th(^ povt^'ty, ignorance, and inactivity of the French

Habitants, and the predilections and prejudices of

the English emigrants, and because it wants cor-

relative and congenial institutions, and is deficient

in federal stnuigth and central gravitation. Roy-

alty could not bo acclimated in thi; United States,

though the experiment were to be trii^d by a vote

of a large majority. It is contrary to the g(uiius

of the people, their habits, institutions, and

feelings. For these and other reasons, self-

government has signally failed in all the republics

of the southern hemisphere, though the constitu-

tion and example of the United States has been

followed as closely as possible. Democracy has at

present a feverish and delirious existence in

France. It was not the deliberate choice of the

nation, but the result of an insurrection. It

offered a temporary shelter amid the storms of

civil commotion, and was adopted as a harbour of

refuge. How long will its neutral character be


