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ClfAPTER IV.

WITH a sliU't Oowik.'ipiin awoko from his loii^ slcoj), fonfiisod

jind bowildcrod. So vivid liad been his <h-o;im tliat it w.is

some time before lie could ^MJisp his suiToundings mikI come b.Mck

to life's realities.

It was a iii<;ht of intense darkness. Fierce, cold winds oime

shriekinfi; out of the dense forest and shook the litth^ bark tent

into which ho hnd been thrown. No cheerful lire burned in tlu*

centre, and there was not a ])erson in the wigwam to offer aid or

help Every bone and muscle in his Ixxly seemed to ache, ;i,nd his

mind was so disti'ncted and his nerves unstrung that he was

thoroughly miserable. He was nearly destitute of clothintr, for he

had been carried out from the circle just as he had danced and

fallen, and now here he was nearly naked and shivering with the

cold. Vainly he groped about for his fire-bag in which iio cai-i-ied

his flint and steel that he might strike a light ; but in Ihe iiil:y

darkness nothing could be found. Oidy a visitor in tlu^ village,

he felt, with Indian reserve, that it would be a great l)reach of

decorum and a sign of great weakness if he were to call for help.

So in spite of his aches and shiverings he resolved tliat he would

at least be a " brave," and patiently endure until the morning

brought him light and fri( nds.

Very long, indeed, to Oowikapun seemed that cold, dark night-

The reaction had come, and physically and mentally he was to be

pitied. His dance had cariied him very near to the verge of the
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