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son. The solicitude felt by him on account of the universal

relaxation of the sinews of war was not allayed by reports

of pacific speeches and motions made in the British parlia-

ment, which might ba delusive. "Even if tlie nation and

parliament," said he, "are really in earnest to obtain peace

with America, it will, undoubtedly, be wisdom in us to meet

them with great caution and circumspection, and by all

means to keep our arms firm in our hands ; and instead of

relaxing one iota in our exertions, rather to spring forward

with redoubled vigor, that we may take the advantage of

every favorable opportunity, until our wishes are fully ob-

tained. No nation ever yet suffered in treaty by preparing,

even in the moment of negotiation, most vigorously for the

field."

Sir Guy Carleton arrived in New York early in May, to

tak^ the place of Sir Henry Clinton, who had solicited his

recall. In a letter dated May 7th, Sir Guy informed Wash-

ington of his being joined with Admiral Digby in the com-

mission of peace; he transmitted at the same time printed

copies of the proceedings in the House of Commons on the

4tli of March, respecting an address to the king in favor of

peace; and of a bill reported in consequence theieof, author-

izing the king to conclude a peace or truce with the revolted

provinces of North America. As this bill, however, had not

passed into a law when Sir Guy left England, it presented

no basis for a negotiation; and was only cited by him to

show the pacific disposition of the British nation, with which

he professed the most zealous concurrence. Still, though

multiplied circumstances gradually persuaded Washington

of a real disposition on the par ; of Great Britain to terminate

the war, he did not think fit to relax his preparations for

hostilities.


