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Ax Impkriai, Customs Txion*
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A ffw years nffCi n piizc wns (dTiTcd li.v

tin proprlt^tors of The Sialisi ii<'« I'Daimr

"For ihi' lU'st Schcnn> of an liiipciial (">is-

tonis Union," and the prize essays were

subse(|nciilly ptiblislieil. The wilier was

among the unsiiecrssfnl conipelltors. ami Ills

Bclieine was nol luaile iinUlic, Init its prin-

ciples nre those set fortli in the present.

essay.

These three words, "Imperial Customs

TJnien," suRsrest that the union refejred to

Is one of all the countries, enldiiies and de-

pilidelieles eiiiiiposini: the Hrilish ICmiiiri',

that, in all these customs duties should lie

levied for the purpose of raising reveinie,

ami that this revenue should be jipplled to

defray outlays for Imperial purposes. This

doflnition may he fairly dr.awn from the

ramc which has hoen iiiven to tlio comin<'r-

elal combination whi<li It is desired to

form, and the present writer is Inclined to

adojit it as indicating the objects of the

scheme which ho has to propose.

In drvlslng such a enstoms union of .all

British countries. It would probably be con-

sidered inadml^sible tci raise any of the

revenue above referred to by levying ad-

ditional duties on Intcr-P.rltish or Interco-

lonial l.rade. To do this would be to increase

the obstacles which already stand In the

w.iy of commercial union. 'What is i-eaily

to be desired Is the introduction of freer

trade within the Empire, combined with »

uniform pl.-iii of obtaining revenue for gen-

eral Imperial expenditures by Imposing the

customs duties above spoken of on foreign

importations only.

The present writer does not consider him
self nt liberty lo suppose that the phrase

"An Imperial Customs I'nlon" may be

understood to mean a combination of Bri-

tish countries for operating such a tariff

as would. In the first place, btMietU the In-

tirnal industries and trade of the different

parts rif the Empire, and he propos"s in

this essay to present a mode of forming
such a union "without Its Involving any
sanction to the principle of protection," al-

tliongh, judging from what he has written

on tile subject, the UIght Hon. W. E.

<iladstone is not of opinion that sucli a iWaii

can be liiouglii forward.

It Is (pilte possible, howev.M-. that the

d(fllnitlou of "An Imperial (.'ustoms lulon"
given abo\e may not llnd general accejit-

ance. Many pers<pns may not llnd It to be

sufliciiMil ly coniiireheiisi,c. It may lie said

that an Imperial customs union sli<mld not

only b.' one foi obtaining revenue for Im-
piTliil purposes by the imposition of cus-

toms duties, but thiit it should also Include

the construction of one tariff of customs
anil one tarilT only for he whole liritish

Emiiire. .\ union of this nature would he
similar to that now existing belweeu
France .ind her colonies, or S|iain and hers,

or, as lias already been indicated, it niiglit

be anali>gous to that of the rnited States
of America. Neither of these cases Is,

however, (veii rcnii'iely iiaralKl to that of
the British ];mpire. whose dilTereiit divi-

sions ikie too distatii from each other not
only geograpliically. but pfditically, besides

diirering too much as regards the nature of

their re-;pectlve fiscal systems. The sug
gested system of one sole tariff might also

n semlile the zollvereln of the Cerman Em-
pire. The Institution of such a union as
that last mentioned would mean that the

rales of duties should be the same through-

on the whole Empire, that these rates

should be sufflcleiitly high to iuclud«' the
duties at present levied for local pijiposes

in almost every British cotintry, that they
should be Imposed and collected by one
auihority. and, by that authority. In part

redistributed to tlie various local govern-
ments of the Empire. Such a union willi a
single tarliT might also be understood by
some to mean the total abolition of all cus-
toms duties for local revenue, and the sub-
stitution for these of dLrect taxation In

order to raise the revenue in question. It

may at once be confessed tliat the present
wril-ris unable to put forward any scheme
possessing the character Indicated. On the
contrary he believes that a brief review
of the circumstances of some of the coun-
tries of the Empire will prove that such n
plan (i{ a customs union Is a complete Im-
possibility.
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