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we will show the people the fallacies of protection." This is

something like the Dutchman who tried to reduce the feed of

his horse by slow degrees from half a bushel of oats to a single

wisp of straw, and thus do away with what he called the

extravagance of the oats. Unfortunately for his experiment,

just as he was about to succeed, the horse died. (Laughter.)

So it is with Mr. Mackenzie's proposition, with the proposition

of Mr. Blake, in the address which he published to the electors

of West Durham. But perhaps Mr. Blake is not going to get

in. He has got a man, a Afai/to oppose him. (Laughter and

cheers.) Mr. Blake says: "Of course the expenses of the

country are so great that we shall have to keep up the taxa-

tion for the present, but by-and-bye we will reduce them, and
take off all the burdens from the people." But, gentlemen,

the horse will die, the manufactures will be alwilished, and we
shall be driven back to where we were in 1875-7, and you will

suffer this great loss when I shall be too old to try to remedy
matters again. (Voice—"I hope you will never get old.")

"Well, th»y say in Parliament I am too old for iny friends in

Opposition. (Laughter.) You, the people of Canada, know
the party that laid down the great principle of national pro-

tection, and you put a Government in power to cany it out.

You know that the present Government have honestly and
sincerely carried that policy out, although they have been

attacked in England for so doing. We all desire to stand well

with the great old Mother Country, but her people are the

judges of their interests and we of ours. (Cheers.) Although
free trade prevails in England just now, although we have been

reproved and I have been abused in the English papers, which
said that Sir John ought to know better than to support any
such faded old fallacy as protection and fair trade, neveitheless

we have honestly and fairly carried that policy out. We have
stood all the obloquy heaped upon us, and shall continue to do
so, if we have your support. (Cheers.) I am not going to

speak to you at any length to-night. (Cries of "Go on," " We
lUce to hear you."^ Like many old persons, I like to hear

myself—(laughter)—but still I must make way for others, and
although I may iiot think their speeches are so interesting as

my own—(laughter)—I must affect to be modest and let them
come forward and address you. Besides, you are reading men,
and must be well acquainted with a subject which has l)een

discussed for the last five years. It would be an insult to your
intelligence now to discuss the abstract doctrines of protection

and a National Pc.licy. You have made up your minds on
tills subject, and my feeble arguments are not wanted. You


