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THIS LA SALLiS STATUE. 1

View* of an Admirer of Juilee Tree's Noble
Gift to Lincoln I'Mrk.

The foUowmj? was recolveU lust night, and ox
pliiins Itself:

Chicago. Oct. M.-[Kilitor of The Trilmno.]—
I am wouddrinc If yoiinirt critic evur tried to
maUo hl8 way tiirough ton miles of virgin forest,
or If ho ever Bot lost la the wilderness, and, aft-
er a day's wanderinp, suddciily cuugbt a iflimpse
of some lonp looked for river or laUe? Ho prob-
ably never hud such experience. It is not an
essential part of au education in art or of a
training In criticism. I llnd he criticises in Tiik
SUND.w TniHUNE what he terras the "inju-
dicious pose " which the famous HclKiau
sculptor has given to the Lincoln park statue of
La Salle. That lifted foot, with the leg at an
acute angle, perhaps miiy make a pose that is
" the reverse of easy and comfonaole." but why
should the sculptor try to put the nervous, dash-
ing, energetic explorer Int;) an easy and com-
fortuble position, when by all accounts ua Salle
was never at ease or In reoose except when he
slept? While I llnd no fault with
your critic's ideal of La Salle as a hero,
I bog you to allow me to express ray hearty ap-
proval of Sculptor De Luiug's conceution of La
Salle, the actual man. the fearless explorer, the
recUless but noble adventurer, the great •' hust-
ler " who got out on these plains aKIvears ago. IIX) ,c L-ifl
years before this nation of " hustlers " was born. ' "ii^^i

The statue which has been placed In Lincoln
park through the public-spirlt.Kl generositv of form CTCCtC'd llCiU'
the Hon. Lambert Tree was not intended to re))
••esnnt merely a man •• absorbed liy a groat idea."
La Salle was never absorbed by ideas of any
kind. The preeminent quality of the man was de-
termination, will, love of action. It would have
been a crime against history, if not an outrage
upon art, to have fixed him in the eternal out-
lines of sculpture in a loose muscled, contem-
plative uititude. If your critic had ever for a
day experienced the hardships, the disanpolnt-
ments, and the delightful surprises Incident to
such a life as La Salle's he would doubtless ad-
mit, and that without turning realist, that the
position of the statue's right leg is most natural,
felicitous, and typical.
As for the Impression which the statue makes

upon the beholder I cannot conceive how the
artist could have wrought a deeper or more ap-
propriate effect out of his subject. La Salle was
a Frenchman, and ho has hero a Frenchman's
body—slender, sinewy In appearance, but not
heroic in its proportions. The neck might have
been larger and the chest of greater girth, but
La Salle was neither an Englishman nor an ath-
lete. As It stands in Lincoln park the statue,
were its pedestal uninscribed, would till tho
spectator with an overpowering sense of intelli-
gent, sweeping energy and unseldsh ambition—
jusl the qualities which marked the whole of La
Salle's career. If the sculptor had framed him
like an Apollo and posed him like a dancing
master that wiry, nervy Frenchman, if he now
cherishes any respect for his mundane acbieve-
tt.ents, would turn in his grave.
But, after all, sculptors need not try to please

the critics. They can't do it. The critics don't
like the Lincoln statue because it wears a long-
tailed coat, and the Jackson statue at New Or-
leans is inartistic because the horse is pawing
the air with both its fore feet. No matter if the
general did despise a horse that would ever let
its four feel touch the ground at once—a work of i i r ^ i i
art, while suggesting a grand idea, must be rest- pUClloot, ailCl a Uiri{e
ful. That may be a canon of art, but If so then

'

art must broaden Its scope before it con repro-
'

duoe a La Salle. If I were a critic I could make
but one suggestion for the Improvement of .ludge
Tree's beautiful gift. I believe the effect of the
statue would be intensified and at the same time
justly softened If it were placed on a loftier
pedestal. But the change is not necessary. The
statue seema to me a beautiful work of art as it
>». VlATOB. J
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