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the Charlevoix road and IIuU and Alymer railway, whero water is doing

Ihe work whioh lias lieretofore been donc by coal. The chief obstacles

to an early change on the larger roads are the lumdreds of millions in-

vested in locomotives, and tho vory large outh. ' reqiiired to equip exist-

ing steam roads with the electric system. The principal inducement

would be tho passcnger service, owing to the increased spced possible,

—

it being confidently stated that, with clectricity, a spced considerably

over one hundrod miles per huur could bj attained. Morcover there

woidd be entire abolition of the poisonous smoke which drops upon the

Pullman in préférence to any coach ahead of it.

Wliilo the conversion of triink linos would be attcnded with a cost

which is for the présent prohibitory, this objection does not apply to

new lines which may be worked indopendently, or in connection with

electric ones. When the tiine arrives for such railways, wator power

will hâve a field of usefulness of wliicli we can at présent form little con-

ception. Water wheels and wiros woidd displacc the coal docks, the

coal laden vessels, the huge coal yards, and the trains required for dis-

tributing their contents over hundreds of miles of lints.

An interitir lino Connecting Lake St. John, on the Saguenay, with

Lake Teniiscaniingue, on the Ottawa, which could ultimately le extended,

via Misï^anabi, Xepig* n, and Lac Siuil to the Saskatclicwan, would bo a

colonization road—removed from the frontier—one wliicii couUl bo

worked l)0!^sibly altogether by water power, and would open a virgin

tract in which elcctro-cheniical and electro-nietallurgical industries

niight arisc, as well as thosc conncotcd with the pruducts of the forests

and the mine.

TRANSPORTATION.

The more extended use of our water power, in the immédiate future,

for mauufacturiug and mining ]nirposos, especially for the electro-chem-

ical and niotallurgical i)roductions, naturally leads to the considération

of the character of tiie ont put, es[)ecially with regard to nuukets, and

transportation problems generally.

Transporti'tion, next to production, is the most important coinmer-

clal (piestion to a country of vast distances, and low priced products

alîording great ttnuiige such as we produce, and for which we hâve ex-

pended hundreds of millions in canals and railways, harbours, light-

houses and steamers,—a sum dispniportioned to our realizod woalth, as

it cerlainly is to mir population. Hut, noblesse oblige, we possess a vast

efctate, arc compellcd to develop it—and await results.

The question of transportation détermines, to a great extent. the ex-

istence, or otherwise, of a possible iuduetry, and enhances or diminishes


