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CoiumiNsioii.s ol' Fiit'uti'iiMiit-diivtM'uor.s and other clo.umciKs icldtiiiir

to Ihr i-dvcnuiii'iit ol' Xovii S (iiiii, New liriui'^wicls, iiiid IV Iv lnla,i 1

previous t(i iMiT.

Couslitulioiisol llie I'rovillres since IHim. A. Is reliitilifr to ||ie uoveru-
luoul oltho North-West Territories.

From the lon'ooiuo. pnrtial summary it will l)e seen that it in the
ohjecl ol' (lie wriler to rompile nil sueh (locUUKMlls as show thi^ pri'cise

uuture of the sysieiiis ol' government that have |)rovailed in the course ol'

th(! ((Miliiries that June passed since the settlement ol' Canada. So much
attention luis been yiven lo the collection hy the government of (.Quebec

at dillereiit times of all documents hearing on the history of French Canada
that it is only necessary t.o((Uole in ihe proposed work those charters, com-
miNHions and de, rees which are immediately eon..c'eled with the govern-
ment of theeouniry at various stages or periods of the French refiimc.

As respects the period during which the Hritish xNorth American i'rovineos
have heen dei)endencies of (ireat Britain, all the organic laws and
documents eNtal)li>hing i hauges in the constitutions of thow countries
are only found scattered iu a large number of volumes to be consullod at

much inconvenience ity the parliamentarian, ))ublicist and historical

student in two or three libraries of the JJominion, and indeed .some of

the papers, necessary to the work, will have to be <opied from the Imperial
archives,

It is intended to give a short introduction to each document with
relereuces to sueh recognized authorities as will assist the reader iu a more
thorough study of the subject. The (editor will also prepare sueh a succinct

prefatory account of the various stages in the constitutional development
of this country as will add to the completeness of the, work and make it

more valuable to all who may have occasion to tonsult its pages.

I believe that this work will be found of considerable value to the
Parliament and country. But it is quite obvious that it is one not to be
undertaken by a i)rivate individual at his own risk. 1 should therefore

suggest that the Library Committee, iu the lirst instance, take the whole
matter into their consideration

; and if after mature deliberation they are

of the same opinion as 1 am, they might reuommeud it to the favourable

notice of the Houses. The c^uestion could then be submitted to the

Printing Committee, if the Houses should deem it worthy of their atten-

tion. The latter Committee could order the printing of at least 600 copies,

in a style creditable to the country ; for it would never do to send the

work abroad iu the inferior style of our public documents aud statutes.


