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Constant and disinterested search for a comn-
mon ground of conciliation for tbe various
intercsts wili enable us f0 attain our ob.Icc-
ti%-e. ýOur great leaders spent their lives
strengthening the bonds of unity. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier bimsclf, who bas romained great in
the memory of the people, sacrificed for the
sake of this unity certain theories that hie
biad stoutly defended. Was it not for this
highly patriotic reason tbat at the beginning
of bis regime he abandoned the idea of im-
posing on tbis country bis policy of free trade?
W as it not under tbe influence of the idea
that bad inspired the Fathers of Confedera-
tion, on which bc had fasbioned bis own
thougbt, that he decreed the construction of
a new transcontinental railway to provide a
furtber link between the East and the West
of Canada?

But lot us bc careful. Utilitarian tendencies
often triumph ovor principlo and sentiment,
and at times a cracking is heard in the na-
tional structure. Winnipeg has its eyes turned
towards, St. Paul and Cbicago. And though
trade betwueni nortb and south at tinmes offers
alluring advantages, is it not our imporative
duty to divert if into an east-and-west cban-
net by equal favourahie arrangements?
Any negligence in this respect wilt ho counted
against us. Lot us take care lest our com-
mercial expansion sbouid be effectcd at the
expense of national unity.

An eminent observer of Canadian affairs,
Siegfried, grasped tbe fuit significance of our
political position from this point of view.
Analyzing the two tendencios which divide
opinion among us, ho writes:

One would make Canada the customer of the
United States for manufaotured goeds, and the
Unitedi States' source of supply for natural
products; tbe other would protect Canada
against economnic invasion from the United
States and endeavour te develop a traffic from
West to, East, for expert to Europe, inde-
pendently of the United States.

And bie adds:
Do net be deceived; in this matter it is

reaily Canadian unity that is at stake.
Wbiie we were luiied into a faise sense of

security, an illýusory feeling of satisfaction
witb an artificiai prosperity, for which an
casy-going policy was largeiy responsible, the
world crisis took us by surprise and almost
overwhelmed us. Day by day we faIt bowed
down boneath the weigbt of our obligations,
and we recognized the improvidence of our
undertakings. Tbe task which thenceforth
faced us was a gigantie one, roquiring ail our
resources and energy.

The Governnient deemed it wise to witb-
draw to our old positions and give t0 the
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country a strong conservative iead. That it
committed minmer errors in its quest jf or
saiutory measures is conceivable and possible.
But if must ho agreed that its effort has
been proportionate te ifs task and that on tbe
wbole, both from the economic and the na-
tional points of view, its management bas
been sound and it bas re-estabtished the great
Canadian tradition.

It bas been said tbat the Government
by its poiicy is ruining our trade; that we
shouid adbere to the 'Council of the League
of Nations and lower our tariff. Tbe criticism
is really not correct, since Canada bas ro-
tained its rank as an exporting ceuntry. And
thon wbat is desired? Shahl we allow our
industries to perish in order that wo may
Imaintain our import figures? Wbere sbould
'We ha thon, and bow should we pay for those
imports and meet our foreign obligations?
Apparently no attention is paid f0 tbe per-
sistent fact that since the period of great
production ail countries have isolated tbem-
selves by a stern economie nationalism.
Wbether these ceuntries bave heen represented
'at tbe League of Nations or not, none of
them, so far as I know, have yet signified
tbeir intention of making concessions. Doos
it devolve upon a young exporting country,
overorganized as regards production, to, take
the iead and be tbe first t0 enter upon the
path of soîf-deniat? Logic and seif-interoat
require that it should seek markets for its
geods in exehange for produots wbicb it can
absorb. This object bas been attained hy
skilful and determined efforts, and tbus we
bave been enabted, netwitbstanding the
sarcasm provoked, to show a favourahie trade
balance, f0 meef our fixed cbarges, and to>
maintain an unsbakeahle credit fhroughout
the world.

In spite of persistent and often cbildish
criticism, the Government bas not allowed
itself to ho diverted from its duty, but has
done overything possible to sustain the energy
of the people and stimulate their zeal and
tbeir confidence in the ultimato result. And
the people, rightly impressed hy this firm
determination on the part of their 'leaders f0
overcome obstacles, have respected orders and
gladly submitted to ahl sacrifices required by
the cîrcumstances, and at no fime have they
lacked loyalty to their country and to the
autbority they have chosen. And I would
add, with great pride, that Canada's example
irt bravely meeting 'the greatest criais of
modemn fimes, and the enligbtened action of
bier Prime Minister, were important factors
in tbe work of readjusting and restoring con-
ditions throughout the Empire.


