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assembled, His Excellency was pleased to

command the attendance ef the House ef

Gommons, and that House being" corne,

His Excellency was pleased ta epen the

First Session of the Thirteenth. Parliament

of the Dominion ef Canada with the foi-

lowing- Speech:

Monourable Gentlemen of the ,Senate,

Gentlemen of the House of Commoas.

Tou have been summoned te the first session
of a new Parliament in the midst off a world-
wlde struggle whlch vitally concerns the
liberties, the Institutions, and the destiny off
or country, and ef the wbole werld. Thus
the respunsibilities and duties imposed upon
yeu are even graver and mere far reaching
than In the ordinary course et public affairs.
Bearing witb yeu a new mandate from the
people, and animated hy -the unffaltering
spirit wbich bas lnsplred them during the long
and anxieus years off effort and sacrifice, I
sin confident that yeu will bring te the
dlscbarge off your public duties, an un-
fiinching resolve te sustain the high cause in
wbich our country bas already berne se
splendid a part.

Af ter ýnearly four years off war the Issue
stili remains undecided. The effort which yet
lies before us demands our sternest resolve.
but we shall net shrink from It if our hearts
are as firm and our courage as undaunted
as these et our countrymen whe hold our
battle line beyond the seas. The Canadian
Expeditienary Force stili sustains its nbroken
record off distinguiahed achievement te, which
it bas notably contributed sinoe the close off
the last session.

Notwithstanding a greater delay than n'as
antictpated in the eperatien oet -the Mllitary
Service Act, the necessary reinforcements te
keep our terres at full strength have been
provided and this purpose will be maintained
In the future.

In order te extend tbe ýprinciple off the
present Civil Service Act te the Outside
Service, and thus te provide that all appoint-
ments te the Public Service abaîll be made
upon the sole standard off menit, further
ýenabtIng legislatien will be necessary. In the
mneaintime, the principle thus adopted bas been
carried into effect, as tan as possible, by an
Order In Council wbicb will be placed betore
you.

My advisers are impnessed with the
neoessity off a strong and progressive ,policy et
Immigration and colonization, accompanied by
sultable provisions 'te induce settlement upon
the land, te encourage increased agricultural
production and te aid in the development et
agnicultunal reseurces. In pursuance off this
purpose, the Minlstry off immigration and
Colonization bas been establisbed. by Order in
Council, and necessary legislation to, contlrm
this action wili be laid befere, you.

!In connection witb the demobilizatlen et
Or Forces, mry advisers recegnize the urgent
necesslty of provision for the cars and
vocational training off returned soldiers.
Organized effort te provide such 'training, te,
assist themn in obtaining emlyloyment and te
aid in establishIng themn In the activities ef
civil liffe la not only important -but essential.
A department ef the Goverrament -for this
purpose bas been censtltuted and has been
Invested wîth necessary powers and duties.

Le~gislation to confirma this action will be
submitted to you.

Measures whi<cb have 'been taken by Order
in Council Io prevent excessive profits in cer-
,tain industries, te stimaulate and increase the
production off food and te encourage and
develop the shipbuilding industry çvill be
comTnunic-ated te you, and any relevant
legisiation which mnay be found necessary will
be submitted te you.

A Bill for extending the franchise t ornn
with suitable provisions respectlng natural-
Ization, will be suýbmitted and cominended te
your consideration.

'Your attentfon wlll eilso be invited te a
Bill 'te consollidate and amend the Acts relating
te .rail'ways, a Bill relating te Daylight Saving;
Bis relating te taxation ef war profits and
of incomes, and other measures.

In order to Insure the fullest co-operatien
with týhe <ievernmetlt of the United States and
te assist in securing the snost effective
utlizatlon ef the resources ef both counitries
for war purposes. a Can adian War Mdission
bas been established at Wasbingten, and a.
lWar Trade Board~ bas been constttuted at
Ottawa.

In view off the meed for conservfllg 10 the
fullest extent ail national resourees during
the war and in furtherance ot provincial
enactments, action bas been taken under the
War Measurea Act, 191 4, te prohibit the
Importation and manufacture of lntoxicatlng
beverages and te forbid the transportation
thei'êof into any community where their sale
is contrary te law.

My sdvisexs having reached the conclusion
that a complete registration off the manhood
and, wornanhood of Canada above the age off
sixteen years is net onkly limportant but
essential. under present conditions, the
necessary autbority has been provided under
the War Measures Ad, 1914.

The Orders In Council emnbedying the fore-
going provisions wil be laid before you.

The appalling disaster at Halifax resulting
in the bass off many hundred lives. and, the
destruction et a censiderable portion off the
city, and off the adjacenlt town et Dartmouth,
bas evoked universal, sympatby for those who
have suffered. My advisers will submit te
yeu proposais for relieving -the distress anid
loss thus oocasioned.

Notwithstanding the critical and trying
conditions threugh which the country bas
passed during the last tbree years, the com-
mercial, industrial and financial stability ef
Canada, has been well malntalned. The
volume off forelgn trade gre-aUy exceeds that
attained during any oorresponding peried In
previous years and the favourable bale nce ot
trade bas aise vastly lncreased.

GentlZemen of the House of Commona:,

The accounts for the last and the estimates
fer the next fiscal year 'wil be submitted te
you without delay and yeu will be asked te
make the necessary financial provision £or the
effective conduct ef the war.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate,

Gentlemen of the Hous of Commons.

Notwltbstanding diaappointmrents in the
Eastern theatre off war, there la no ireason to
doubt the ultimate triumph of our cause. The
effort ef the nations lncluded -wlthin the
British Commonwealth la still unabated and


