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recorded in the Elections Canada returns. To have information
disclosed in the Elections Canada returns is not hiding the matter.
It is carrying out the requirements of the law.

I again ask the hon. member why she is asking questions like this
rather than about matters of real concern to most Canadians.

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in the
red book in the last campaign I thought integrity was a fairly major
issue in the country.

The Prime Minister has said that the heritage minister was not at
fault because receipts were issued for all donations. Selling access
to a minister of the crown cannot be justified by a handful of
receipts. The heritage minister has violated the federal code of
ethics by placing himself in a conflict of interest, but instead of
doing the honourable thing and demanding his resignation the
Prime Minister continues to stubbornly defend the indefensible.

The government has put politics ahead of principles and it is
making a mockery of the code of ethics. Enough is enough. Will the
heritage minister resign now?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member has made what I consider to be a totally
unwarranted accusation by saying that access to the minister of
heritage was being sold. Ministers generally come in contact with
the public in a whole range of acceptable ways, including attending
fundraising dinners.

It is clear if anybody is putting politics ahead of principles it is
that member and her party.

[Translation]

G-7 SUMMIT

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, only a few weeks ago, the Prime Minister stated that the
G-7 summit would be held in Halifax rather than Quebec City,
because the Canadian flag did not fly above the city hall occupied
by the separatist mayor of Quebec City. Now that the G—7 summit
has just opened in Halifax, La Presse reports that, “those who do
not speak English are lost”.

How can the Acting Prime Minister, whose government defends
a vision of Canada as a supposedly bilingual country “from coast
to coast to coast” not be embarrassed by the almost total lack of
French on the very site of the G-7 summit in Halifax?

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,

since this summit is being attended by spokespersons for the G-7
countries, including France and Canada, it is obvious that both
official languages are represented at the summit site.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, we see the faces of francophones, but the image being
projected is English. How can the federal government explain that
Canada continues as always to project a unilingual English image
at the G-7 summit, while federal representatives in Quebec seize
every opportunity to emphasize the merits of a bilingual Canada?
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Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House of
Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I totally reject the premise of the hon. member’s question. The face
we are showing at the summit is that of a bilingual, proud and
united country. The hon. member’s attempt to tarnish this image of
unity is regrettable.

An hon. member: Right.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

[English]

ETHICS

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Acting Prime Minister.

It has been revealed that both the director general and the
director of the public works contracting branch have doled out
contracts to close family members without competition. One
director hired his wife to do his office work. Mr. Hugues Bureau—
St. Pierre has received close to $50,000 from his generous Aunt
Lillian since September 1993.

Is the government investigating this matter? If so, will he punish
those responsible for unethical conduct?

Mr. Réginald Bélair (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Public Works and Government Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in
the last election the government made a commitment to govemn
with integrity. We intend to honour this practice.

We are aware of the situation that the member has brought to our
attention. To this end, the Minister of Public Works and Govern-
ment Services has directed his deputy minister to give instructions
that guidelines should be respected.

It is not standard practice to hire family members. This particu-
lar group that the member mentioned is now the subject of an
internal audit. If the allegations are substantiated as a result of this
audit we will direct the department to bring in corrective measures.



