
HOUSE OF COMMONS

Thursday, February 8, 1962

The house met at 2.30 p.m.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1961-62

A message from His Excellency the
Governor General transmitting supplementary
estimates for the financial year ending March
31, 1962, was presented by Hon. Donald M.
Fleming (Minister of Finance) and read by
Mr. Speaker to the house.

Mr. Fleming (Eglinton) moved:
That the message of His Excellency, together

with the estimates presented this day, be referred
to the committee of supply.

Hon. J. W. Pickersgill (Bonavista-Twillin-
gate): If I might rise on a point of order, Mr.
Speaker, in connection with the motion the
minister has made, I should like to say that
the committee of supply, as Your Honour
will recall, was set up pursuant to an under-
taking given by the Prime Minister on the
first day of the session that certain items
would be dealt with in the committee before
the address had been dealt with. It seems to
me, sir, that in the circumstances and in
order to preserve that understanding with
respect to the committee of supply, perhaps
the minister's motion could stand until the
conclusion of the debate on the address.

Right Hon. J. G. Diefenbaker (Prime
Minister): If I may speak to this, I would
say that the undertaking given was correctly
stated by the hon. member today. The other
day he endeavoured to make a correction in
Hansard to bring what he had said into line
with what he endeavoured to lead the house
to believe had been the undertaking. The
undertaking will be maintained and there
will be no steps taken in respect to the sup-
plementary estimates even though the motion
is accepted today.

I want to make this clear at the same time.
The undertaking covered that for which the
consent of the house was necessary, namely
departing from the speech from the throne
in order to deal with those two matters of
supply. For other matters of business, the
speech from the throne can be interrupted
at any time by a decision of the government.
The undertaking had to do with that for
which the house must give consent and which
otherwise could not be dealt with, that is,
supply.

Mr. Pickersgill: I rise on a question of
privilege arising out of what the Prime
Minister has just said. I have no desire
whatever to get into any controversy with
the Prime Minister about what he may have
said on the opening day. However, I did get
up in my place in this house on Monday,
not having had an opportunity because of a
previous engagement to look at the transcript
of what I had said on Friday, and I said to
the house what I said on that occasion. It
has always been the rule of this house that
it is the member himself who determines
what he said. My intervention on Friday
would have had no significance whatever if
it had been in the form in which it was
transcribed in Hansard.

Mr. Speaker: I take it that the matter
raised as a point of order has now been
disposed of. It was not really a point of
order. The hon. member has indicated what
he stated was his matter of privilege.

Motion agreed to.

JUVENILE DELINQUENTS ACT

AMENDMENT TO EXTEND SECRECY PROVISIONS
TO FILES AND RECORDS

Mr. E. J. Broome (Vancouver South) moved
for leave to introduce Bill No. C-57, to amend
the Juvenile Delinquents Act.

Some hon. Members: Explain.

Mr. Broome: The purpose of this amend-
ment to the Juvenile Delinquents Act, Mr.
Speaker, is to provide for the secrecy of
reports filed and for the records in the trial
of juveniles, and to provide further that such
records be destroyed on a date five years
after such trial. This bill was originally
introduced by the hon. member for Belle-
chasse (Mr. Dorion), and I have taken it
over.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.

COMPANIES ACT

AMENDMENT RESPECTING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Mr. E. J. Broome (Vancouver South) moved
for leave to introduce Bill No. C-58, to amend
the Companies Act (financial statements).

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.


