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were many shortcomings. If I can gather
fromn what I have heard expressed in this
committee, it is the intention that in the
future there will bc no more penny-pinching
i the administration of veterans affairs. It

is our idea that the returned man should
always have the benefit of the doubt.

Mr. MacNICOL: He nover gets it.

Mr. BROOKS: We should see that no
injustices arc pcrpetrated in the name of t.hese
rigid and hide-bound regulations which in the
past have so often defeated the real spirit of
veterans' legisiation.

As .1 said, we shall discuss this bill section
by section. Along with the minister I feel
that there will be very littie with which bon.
mombers wvi11 find fault. If it is administered
as it should ho; if cvery effort is made to
sec that our men01 obtýain housiug in1 this coun-
try; if every effort is made t0 sec that they
receive proper employment, and if some of
the other abu.scs which are perhaps outside
the minister's departmnent are att.ended to,
thon I am satisfied that this measure will ho
n vcry great hclp to our returned mon.

Mr. CLARENCE GILLIS (Cape Breton
South): I have no intention of ýmaking a
speech at this time; I merely wish to say
that as a member of the committee I agrce
with most of what the last speaker had to
say. The comnmittee worked in harmony.
The decision that brouglit about this bill was
unanimous. Nevertheless I wish to place this
group on record by sayiog that while we
approve the grants as set out in this bill, we
desire to emphasize that it xviii not in any
way replace usefu'l employment, which is stil
our -major responsibility. It is stili our major
responsibility to returning personnel to. see
that we do not get into the frame of mind
of thinkiog that when we relieve their im-
mediate circumstances on their coming out of
the service by grants of *this kind, the job
is complot *e.

I should also like to saiy a word with respect
to the discharged service personnel wbo are
comiog out with a misconduct discharge. The
test of this particular bill will ho its appli-
cation. We approve the board of review set
up to examine ai discharges for misconduet
and the board of review which is ýdealing
directly with gratuity applications -as to
whether they will ho granted or otherwise.
Up to the present time the personnel of the
boards are in every way, s0 far as we can
determine, suitable and sympathetàc; but we
must bear in ýmid that the personnel of these
boards are open to change from time to time.
The presont wording of the act puts wide
administrative powers in the hands of these

[Mr. Brooks.]

boards. I say thaýt because I think the veter'ans
affairs committee under the present minister,
and a capable chairman, has an obligation.
We shall ho bore for the next four or five
years. We wish olosely to follow the adminis-
tration of this particular section of the bill
to sec that everzr last service man or woman
affected by a misconduet diseharge gets a
proper examination and that the board makes
what in our judgment is a decision in accord-
ance with the interpretation or opinion of
the members when this particular bill was
drafýted.

Whien the hon. member for Royal (Mr.
Brooks) spoke about penny-pinching I took
my mind back to the time wben a gun wus
placed at the head of pen-sioners and civil
servants in this country forcing thema to give
Up either their job or their pension. I hope
wo îîeve r get back to that kinti of adminis-
tration. The members of this group are sup-
porting the bill. We think the committee
did a fair job in the time at its disposai. The
subjeot-matter covered by this bill is a con-
troversial one, and xve could have been many
months at it. In the time at its disposal the
committee did a first-class job, and we shahl
watch the administration of the measure very
carefully.

I just wish to leave one thougbt with the
minister with roference to service personnel
discharged with a misconduot dîseharge. I
know this does not come within the purview
of the department. The dependents of those
particular people have had no pay and aillow-
ances for months and months. I discussed
this matter with the Minister of National
Defence (Mr. Abbott). I hope I am goîng
to get an answer some time. Christmas is
coming on. The husband is incarcerated and
there bas been no allowance for montbs.
Therefore it wilýl not ho a very hright Christ-
mas for such people. I suggest that the
minister ýmigbt use bis persuasive powers with
National Defence to see if they cann-ot loosen
up and do something.

Mr. Speaker, I just wish to place the
membors of this group on record as being
cognizant of the impilications of the bull and
to say that we shahl watch its administration
very closely.

Mr. J. A. MARSHALL (Camrose): Rep-
resenting as I do the Social ýCredit group, I
wish to say on their behalf that we are
thoroughly in accord with this bill What I
might say at this time would ho repetitious,
because I heartilly agree with the sentiments
expresseti hy the two previous speakers. In
committee we raised objections te, certain
sections of the act, sections 4, il anti 12. We
shaîl ho content to allow the bill to go


