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in a great Industrial centre is able to speak
for lis people we may mnake some progress,
but tiiere ls no0 sucli practicable metliod as
lie suggests for ascertaining public opinion.
This discussion wlll perliaps lead f0 the gen-
eral public tak-ing an lnterest in this ldea.
Froin time to timie discussions on this Uine
are developed. This afternoon I threw out
a hint ivhicli I hope wlll bear fruit, that the
eniployers and employees should endeavour
f0 consider this question, and perliaps tliey
iinîglit organize wîtb the objcct of gettlng
represenfafives togeflier to debafe if. But
if cannot be donc without flie fullest dis-
cuission, and that is a process involving
a considerable lengfli of fime. Employers
or employecs would not be able f0 glve a
valued opinion upon flie question wlfliout
full discussion. Discussions sucli as fliese
prepare public men to consider public ques-
tlins and to give valued opinions upon them.
1 have f0 thank flie flouse for allowliig me
flhe privilege of a second time of addressing
it on ftie subjeet, althougli 1 had no Inten-
tion of suspending action for tlic purpose
of considering any of flie points fliaf were
raised by the lion, gentleman.

Hou1. JOHIN HIAGGART (Soufth Lanarli).
Mr. Speaker, I intend f0 say a few words
In reference f0 this, whaf I caîl, peculiar
legisiation, lntroduced by flic hon, Posfmas-
ter General (Hon. Sir William Mulocli), leg-
Isiation introduced for the purpose of In-
forming the communify and which is to be
actcd upon by public opinion. The lion.
gentleman mentioned some legisiafion of
this kind in the state of Massachusetts, and
we lad legisiafion of a simlar character
introduccd lu 1900, legisiafion, as tlie lbon.
mnister says, whlch Is lntended to carry
ont some vlews, or some ideas of some peo-
pie in this country wlfh means of enforce-
ment and penalties attaclied wlien its pro-
visions are flot carricd ont. This legisiation
lias no effeet at ai. This Bill is evidently
prepared on flic Unes of flic New Zealand
legisiation, lntroduced la 1894 or 1895, pro-
vidlng for flic creation of concliation boards
and boards of arbitrations. 1 listened f0 the
lion. minister and lie parflcularly sfatcd fliat
as long as fîmes were prosperous and as long
a s wages were advanclng la fthc country the
awards of fthe board of arbitramenf would be
acccpted bof h by flic cmployees and by the
9nlployers of labour in flic community.
But flic moment depression comnes, if Is
likely one or flic other will object f0 flic
award. 1 have read an American autlior wlio
spealis liiglily of fthc New Zealand sysfem,
and who says it is In advance of any legis-
lation ia any part of flic world. 1 have
aiso, read the report of flic Australian coin-
missioners wlio lnquired info flic New Zea-
]and systcm wilih a view f0 Ifs adoption in
Austraila. On flic other liand, I have rend
a New Zealan1 author wlio condemns flic
sYsfem altogether, and indeed flic opinion
now seemis f0 be. flia flic resuif of flic arbi-
fration law in New Zealand law is not as saf-

isfactory as its fricnds lioped for. 1 believe
there is a necessity for legisiation la some
direction for flic sefflement of fliese labour
disputes, but wlietlier If is within flic
authorify 0f fhls federal pariament or of
the provincial legisiafures Is a question for
serlous consideration. My hon. friend (Mr.
Monki) pointed ouf fliat this Bill took juris-
diction over provincial rallways and electrie
rnilways, as wcll as Dominion railways, and
flic minister replled f0 hlm fliaf this Bill
was only for flic purpose of fanding ont flic
facts and lnfluencing public opinion. If is
noforlous fliat flic control over provincial
and electric railways is in flic provincial
legisînfures, and thus If Is fliat wc are legis-
lating here f0 influence public opinion f0
influence flic local legisIatures f0 pass laws
f0 remcdy grievances. The minister told
us fliat flic simple fact of flhc flnding of an
arbltration board la Massaciusefts s0 ia-
fluenced public opinion f haf flic disputants
werc compellcd f0 seff le a strike. If flhc
lion, gentleman iniquires, lie will flnd that
flic Massacliusetts Railway Commission lias
flic power f0 renîedy sucli grievances, but
legisiafion of fis kind, aithougli it may l>e
passcd by flic legisiafure of flic Commoni-
wealth of Massachunsetts ls nof flic sort of
legisîntion thnt is usually adopfed liy a
Britisli parliament. What is flic> need of
fbis Bill at ail, if if ls only for flic purpose
of reporfing flic facts. The government
have power now f0 appoint a Royal Comn-
mission at any fime, and flic report of flint
Royal Commission mny affect publie opinion
and whnt is beffer sf111, lt brings flic maffer
before fhis flouse. There slionld lie an
alternative la fhls Bill, so fliaf if public
opinion is not sufficient f0 enforce fIe award
of flic board of arbîfrafion, flien flic law
slionld step in f0 enforce If. Thnt is what
I would caîl proper legisînfion. This Blill
Is simply parade legisiaflon. If can lie of
littIe or no utllify wlien flicre Is no penalty
provlded f0 enforce ifs provisions.

Mr. CLARKE. I congrafulafe flic Min-
ister of Labour upon flic dccided change lie
lias miade ia fils Bill as eompared with flic
Bill whici lie lntroduced lnsf session. Last
year's Bill wns on flic Unes of com-
pulsory arbitraflon, but flic mînister lad
an opportualfy of mefting fliose wlio
would be nffected liy sucli legîsînfion, and
lie asccrfannd public opinion so quickly
fha ithfli resuit was thiat hie introdnccd flic
mneasure whlcli we are now discussing. I
shaîl not offer any opposition f0 this Bill.
It certalnly cannot do any liarm, but I do
not expect fliat inucli good wll come froin
If. However, flic minister liopes a greaf
deal from flic Bill, and I trust fIat is ex-
pectations wlll lie more flan rcal!zed. Last
ycar, wltli a grent flourish of frumpets lic
proposed compulsory arbitrafion ; but lic re-
cedes from tint position now, liavlng ascer-
falncd what public opinion was In flic meani-
fime.

An lion. MEM.NBER. Wlint was lt ?
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