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ho-wever, as an a~ency for technical and cultural co-operation .
The Commonwealth began as a political organizati on, as an
organization of those countries that had once been colonies of
the United Kingdom . And it is only in recent years that the
Commonwealth has set up Commonwealth fellowships and exchanges
and economic co-operation . Similarly, the Francophone agency
has no preferential trading arrangenents T.rhereas the Commonwealth
bet an :-rith prez"erential trading relationships, but those are
disappearing, and if Britain enters the Cor. :lon Market, presumably
a lot of then will disappear--r~.ay vanish altogether in the long
run . And }*et there are some parallels and I thinl : that if the
Commonwealth survives and the new agency prospers that the y
will become very r..uch more similar, simply because they will
be engaged nuch more in co-oPeration in cultural matters, in
education and in scientific and industrial exchanges . But at
the moment there are some very big diff. erei:ces . For examAle,
the meeting that is g oing to be held in SinCapore is concerned
with political questions, in other Words it ts concerned with
discussion by the heâds of the governments of , . .►orld questions
affecting the Connonwealth--affectinC the nenbers of the
Cor.riornwealth . It's a place V:here the heads of government
can get together to discuss inforriall}r the questions that are
discussed more formally, sa~f, in the United Nations . It t s
a sort of nicrocosr,i of the United I;ations . The Francophone
countries, on the other hand, are not of that character at all .
The agency has been created specifically for the purpose of
promoting cultural and technical exchanges .

. Our own relations with Francophone countries have seen an
emphasis on development assistance, particularly for those
countries in Africa . t'1i11 this become a Much larL;er part of
our development proErar~.rae ?

. Yes . Quite deliberately so . A few years aro the rrovernnent
came to the conclusion that the distribution of development
assistance neglected, relatively,the Francophone countries,
and one of my former colleagues, Lionel Chevrier,went on a
tour of the Francophone countries and at that time established
the basis for the programmes that are now Uettin ; under way .
It ~s taken a little tir.;e to I-,et these programmes under way,
but now they're r.ioving quite quickly and I expect that the
proportion of our aid going to Francophone countries wil l
rise quite steadily . Of course, this is not the only place
z~r'nere this will happen . The whole e7phasis of our programme
is chan-in- . It be~an with the Colonbo Plan countrie s
many, many years ar,o--India, Pakistan, Ceylon were the biggest
recipients, still are the biEgest recipients of our aid .
They 're gcowinZ; less rapidly ..rher eas our aid to the Caribbean
countries, to the Francophone African countries and to one or
two other areas is being siven new er.nhasis .

2 . Do you see any hope that Canada can reach the goal set in Iir .
Peursonts report to the '~Torld Bank of .7;j of official aid?
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