
Request the OAS through its General Secretariat, in coordination with other agencies, to 
organize a meeting at the ministerial level before the end of 2001, to be held in Bolivia on 
the occasion of the fiflh anniversary of the Santa Cruz de la Sierra Sununit of 1996, and 
present contributions to the Rio+10 Summit in 2002, recognizing that by its nature, 
sustainable development has long-term goals that require the countries of the Hemisphere 
to act in concert in this area; 

Request the United Nations Environment Program (UNe) and PAHO to support the 
convening of a regional meeting between Ministers responsible for the Environment and 
Ministers of Health to take stock of progress achieved, to identify priority areas for renewed 
emphasis and cooperative initiatives, and to explore ways of moving forward in the 
Americas and globally, with a view to contributing to the 2002 World Summit on 
Sustainable Development, recognizing the links between the environment and human health; 

Resolve, as parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to 
pursue its objectives in accordance with its provisions and to address the issue of climate 
change as a priority for action, worlçing constructively through international processes in 
order to make the necessary progress to ensure a sound and effective response to climate 
change; recognize the vulnerabilities in all our countries, in particular of Small Island 
Developing States and low-lying coastal states, and the need to support the conduct of 
vulnerability assessments, the development and implementation of adaptation strategies, 
capacity building and technology transfer; 

Promote the adoption, implementation and enforcement of national legislation, regulations, 
standards and policies that provide for high levels of environmental protection, recognizing 
the right of each country to set its own levels of environmental protection and, to this end, 
reinforce cooperative partnerships, placing particular emphasis on achieving cleaner air, 
enhancing access to safe water and sanitation services, and strengthening national and 
regional capacities for integrated water resources management and for waste management; 

Consult and coordinate domestically and regionally, as appropriate, with the aim of ensuring 
that economic, social and environmental policies are mutually supportive and contribute to 
sustainable development, building on existing initiatives undertaken by relevant regional  and 
international organizations; 

Support initiatives such as the Hemispheric Round-table for Cleaner Production in 
fiutherance of our efforts to promote partnerships among government, industry and civil 
society and advance, as appropriate, the Plans of Action and the Global Cleaner Production 
Information Network launched at the 2000 Montreal International Pollution Prevention 
Summit; 

Promote and support implementation of priorities for action set out in the Bahia Declaration 
on Chemical Safety at the national level, particularly those aimed at increasing public access 
to information on toxic substances and at strengthening capacity in this area; 
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