
should be 'informned' by international Conventions to which Canada is party, was raised

as opening new arguments for econoniic, social and cultural rights in Canada. Canada

must identify and clarify the relationship between customary Iaw and international law

and the status of an unincorporated treaty in Canadian law; both of which can be

accomplished by bringing such arguments before the Canadian courts.

Enforcing the Rights
The difllculty in identifying the exact nature of economic, social and cultural rights bas

generated an overall reluctance on the part of states to create an Optional Protocol under

the International Covenant on Econoniic, Social and Cultural Rights. It was suggested

that perhaps the member states should undertake 'general commnents' to clarify the

elements of the rights as this would facilitate their enforcement.

The unenforceable capacity ofWF,7O and ILO rulings was discussed. There is a general

disconifort, however, with WTO attempflng to enforcing economic, social and cultural
--- t 5111 A çtcry,;tion was that mnstead of carrvinp2 the burden alone, the WTO


