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MR. SHARP REPORTS ON HIS VISIT TO EUROPE

The Secretary of' State for External Affairs,
Mitchell Sharp, recently accompanied the Governor
ieral and Mrs. Michener on official visits to the
herlands, Belgium and Luxembourg. He reported
he House of Commons on April 29 as follows:

...Queen Juliana and the Prince of the Nether-
:s, the King and Queen of Belgium and the Grand
:e and Duchess of Luxembourg received Their
:ellencies with great kindness. These visits
ved to underline the closeness of the bonds of
ship and affection between Canada and the host
ntries - bonds forged by a shared history,
ngthened by comradeship in two world wars and

ntained by our alliance in NATO. His Excellency
inded his hosts in all three countries of the con-
'ution made by so many Canadians of Benelux
,in to the development of Canada and the friend-
p between our countries. He stressed the growing
ýortance of trading relations and scientific and

cultural exchanges. I am sure i speak for us all when
i thank the Governments and people of the Benelux
countries for the wann welcome given to the Governor
General and Mrs. Michener wherever they went. Their
Excellencies took advantage of their visits to the
Netherlands and Belgium to join with their hosts in
paying homage to the Canadian dead of two world
wars by visits to Canadian cemeteries at Holten and
in Flanders.

While in Europe, I had useful talks on a number
of questions, including particularly the Common
Market, with the Benelux Governments, the Italian
Government, members of the European Economic
Commission and the Secretary-General of NATO. Our
Ambassadors to France and Germany joined me for a
day of discussions in Brussels, enabling me to have
some contact with all six countries of the European
Economic Community.
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