
Men, being naturally selfish, or endow'd only with a confin'd generosity, they
are flot easily induc'd to perform any action for the mnterest of strangers,
except with a view to some reciprocal advantage, which they had no hope of
obtaining but by sucli a performance. Now as it frequently happens, that these
mutual performances cannot be fmnish'd at the sanie instant, 'tis necessary, that
one party be contented to remain in uncertainty, and depend upon the gratitude
of the other for a return of kindness. But so much corruption is there among
men, that, generally speaking, this becomes a siender security; and as the


