ENVIRONMENT

33) There is growing awareness throughout the world
of the necessity to preserve better the global ecological
balance. This includes. serious threats to ‘the atmosphere,
which could lead to future climate changes. We note with great
concern the growing pollution of air; lakes, rivérs, oceans
and seas; acid rain, dangerous substances; and the rapid
desertification and deforestation. Such environmental
degradation endangers species and undermines the well-being of
individuals and societies.

Decisive action is urgently needed to understand
and protect the earth’s_ ecological balance. We will work
together to achieve the common goals of preserving a healthy
and balanced global environment in order to meet shared
economic and social objectives and to carry out obligations “to
future generations. S
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34) We urge all countries tq give further impetus
to scientific research on environmental issues, to develop
necessary technologies and to make clear evaluations of the
economic costs and benefits of environmental policies.

The persisting uncertainty on some of these issues
should not unduly delay our action.

In this connection, we ask all countries to combine
their efforts in order to improve observation and monitoring
on a global scale.
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35) We believe that international cooperation also
needs to be enhanced in the field of technology and technology
transfer in order to reduce pollution or provide alternative

solutions.



