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24. I reply, th.e Royal Qoveiximent stated in a letterdated Bth April, 1955 that Politieal talks were being.iznpeded because the 'Pathet Lao' "con.sider themselves stil.under the authority of the Vietmninh Hi.gh Commrand, and ashaving Oonquered the provinces of ?hong Saly and Sam Neua."The Royal Government, tllerefoie, suggested that:

(a) Royal Administration be re-estab1ishe,
effectively in the provinces of ?hong Salyand Sam Neua in oonforrnity with theGeneva Declaration;

(b) The units'of the 'Pathet Lao' in thesaprovinces be coll.ected in fixed assembly
areas Connected by a corridor asindi1cated in Article 13 of the Geneva
Agreexnent;ý

(c) ?ending ..general elections marking theirintegration 'into the -national coxmunity,these units could be represented in theRoyal"-Administration '0f the two
provinces.

25. The Royal'Governiuent further dernandad tb.at theCommission shoul1d, ini consultation witb. bath the Parties,organise general control of these unit.t5

26. The'Pathet Lao' rel a received on 22ndApri, 195. 1t accusedthRoa vemn f -opez'ating with the UntdStates of America and repeatedan earlier request that a Joint Political Counoî1,, consisti*ýof three delegatesfrorn each of the two Parties, be setup ixmediateîy to salve all outstandîng political problel0.Th~e tasJc or this Council woujtd be:

(a) To settîs aniicably ahl disputes and toenforoe a strict ixnpleentavjon of' theJoint Declaration of 9th >&aro1, 1955,particularly in regard to the provinces
of Sam Neua and Phong 3aly;

(b) To define and guarantee dexnoorat1c
freedomJs;

(c) To prepare for free general elections,with such changes in the electco'al laws,as would guarantee universal suf'frageand provide for control of ahi abusesat the Urne of the electiois;

(d) To torm a national coalitonj Sovernrnont
wit the 'Path~et Lao',-

('e) To set1e the problem or integration of
th two provinces,

Th 'Pathet Lao' suggested the following broàd
procedure for the Joint Pohitical Couneil:

(a) The Çounoîî should have no President andshould avoid deoision by voting on anyissue;

(b) If t2he Parties fa±îed to reaoh agreeznent eshould refer to their headquarters for adviaand guidance;


