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The her ln Relation to the Course of
Study.

MisJ. WAt.uccz MoITmm, App, mi Rv N. S.
-My. paper, 1 -amn afraid,. does ajot deal with tie

subject exactik-as announced. Th'ough 1 shal
touch upon the -course of study, the points 1 wish
to make, the lunes along which 1 most desire to b.
belped, relate rather to the teacher, apart f rom, the
course of study; because the teacher is of more
importance, is superior to the course of study. IfP anyone refuses me this as a'postulate, 1 shail evade
argument by agreeing with him. 1 can quite polite-
1ly- say, ,'No, you are flot; but you ought to b.."
And it is to just such teaéhers that I wish to appeal;
to arouse any who are a littie indifferent; to en-
courage those who are a little lacking lin self-con-
fidence and originalit>', who have haid little training
or experience, and those wl» are inclined to vague-
ly worship the course. of study as a sort of fetiali
or to think of it as an ail-sufficient, a cast-iron
formula; those who work by the letter and neglect
the spirit of our really excellent educational system.

1 confess that my knowledge of this fault, up to
that time' a mere intuitive stase, was crystallized
by a spech of Judge Longley's at normal school

com umaet, or, I should say, graduation day,
of 119=2 That vas a year of ver>' fret (and sor-
tisusvery fo"ls) popular discussio of the course
of study, which has inmiatd athe late famous
(or infamo us) changes (according to your point of
iiew). Sp"flg ofý thet cours ofc study on that
occasion, the Atorney-General said: " Give me as
nàaiy huadred, ideol teaches as there are schools
luis province, and you ma>' take the course of
stuy and do what you -like with it; Il'l have no use
for it." Nov, la an>' educational system there
must be a degree of uniformit>'; so I cannet go tht
whole Iength of Judge Làongley's forcible remark;
but it well expresses the vital need of teachers who
are, gw*t enough to incdude tht course of study, as

th reater includes the lms, who have absorbed the
udjects of the course so thorouighly, and who feel.
the broad purposes of the co<ûrse so inteliigently
duat this knowledge and this feeling work, themselves
9ut sPontaeously ittdl> teaching, forgetfül
of thse course, of study as a mechanism. 'Phiat *thé
coure of study is of itself insufficient to the endi of
s4utmta,îsi proved b>' the spectacle, ail too cciii-

mKof pupils whô have been put through its entire
=41ineraMd corne out at the end not on!>' uu-

eduacated, 'but s9ometimes mentally varped, dulled,
with poormre, poor manners, little judgment

and flabby clharactce.,aud, pcrhaps, adsofi,
with latent caliacities updeveloped, Mnd natoe.
curiusity or activity suppreiged to thept oi ut .
tinctkioi.Bt the coure of stqy ijeng« to blam
for this-it> is onty* a mae , a nirmet; hIbo
a corpoiraticin, it bas no soul, and it cawio b. bod
responsible; but it is a splendid machine, aellclest
instrument in the hands'of -a responsible belg wtjs
a sou!. No, the course of study as mot to bisas.
There are several factors in this deplorabh produt,
but the bigbest, commnonest factor is the mahaica
system of teaching-the cram system. It je qute
evident that the changes in. the course of study aut
intended as a raid upon the cram system, Mud t*0
business men, the tax-paying public, who laissdg
upon changes, saw an evil that roeily «JUaS. But
six subjocts -or ont subject can b. taughtby tWk
cram systemn just as inefftctivly stesMMd tWt
resuits wil continue to be as aforesaid, 10 lng as
reformis are aimed at the course of study# snd nmot
originated ithe achools andk in tht eachor

I say, "44 the teachers"1'advisedy, WrlaOs
school systenâ, at its presesit dtp.. of pecAp
very littie more hélp cas b. gwen aMd p
more Pressure can b. brought to bear paslis
teachers; and, besidts, reformas and 0 .. uuq$
thrust upon any cflsocf people w-eý uusl aIj es
tive. But tht teacher, la the singula, .=& -
vidual, must live and work with thteoeuvi«ka âtlM
he, she, is personally necessary andrep u1s
the sucuof the sehools yrn; t b.
atsked you to grant me at testut, mr W~>.ss
than the course of study,- and that b. uabd ilîkl
is my second point) to give bis attnu=tou*,
study, self-praparation and deveo1 tu

Is itnecessary, before 1Igo oc4tosaytldmltr&cm
Isalnot be accused of setfru myss1op as

censor or a teacher of teachers? In this p âf. 'O
we are ail, in an important- sense, on a Luve .W.
all meet some o t fisdlies; e â" -*
soe of its problem;we al enjoyscmeOfitho' 
wards and delights; we ail seeësomt off t spIesW
passibiities,, sonie of its niue'd p~iwOp
tunities. So it is but a faIse moôdesty, au, sfetow
tion or self-consciousnes unwÔlrthy ofca eMuueUq
and women, that keepe us &0 oftm rai ielii
of our own life's inspiýratio" sand ides!, beau*
indeed, others very likely know- me au4.
more about these thisdmwe do. ltèm
liosible for us to reach out sud, toué
or even.guide each other, not la sp&te cf, bà
of, the fact that we are ail uponà* Immusas10.~


