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An article, appearing
in a recent trade pub-
lication, by Mr, George
C. Warren, opens again
the controversial sub-
ject of liow we'shall
pay for our pavements.
One posslbility, flot
deait with by Mr. War-
ren, is, -charging tliem
to the public through a
wheel tax levied by the
city, 'county or State.
The writer would like
to see this idea fully
exploited; or, to learn'
where it Is in vogue and
how it is working, if at
ail.

Why do we, buiid
roads and pave them?
For wheels. No other
reason. Were it flot
for vehicular traffle
- other than bicycles

and baby carnîages -sidewalks and 'footpaths alone
would serve Our purpose, And, sinCe we build the pave-
ments for the wheels, wouldn't It be logical to, pay for
them through the wheels?

Some disgruntled person may remark, at this point,
that we have paid for most of our pavements "'through
the noese." Or some crltlc may sugges that, if we pay for
our pavements through the wheels, "w4hy should we nlot
pa'y for our sidewalks through Our slioes." The flrst may
be true, and the last may flot be sO foollsh as it at flrst
seems; but, at present, liadn't we better stick te the ,wheels
and the vehicles they support?

It lias always seemed to the wrlter that a tax should
be collected through a logIcal cliannel. At present, we
are fooling ourselves very badly as to the cost of hlgh-
way transportation. A raJiwayý must maintain Its road-
heti, and cnlect the cost thereof in Its freight charges and
passenger fares; whlle an autobus Ilne, dellvery wagon or
auto truck, or even a passenger automobile, does flot pay
for its roadbed, and the expense thereof Is notfgue
into is cost of operaýion.
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happy,

Money was savea to the particular General City Fund;
but, in doing so, they wasted a lot of money for the com-
munity. After a few years of this kind of "savîng," the
streets of Montreal are so bad that they can be traversed
neither with pleasure for in safety. Trucking firms were,
even last year, threatening to sue the city for damages,
because of the excess wear and tear on equipment, and
the greater expense of smaller ioads made necessary
through the ill repair of the pavements.

Now what the Generai City Fund "saved" in dollars
and cents was paid out, many urnes over, in equally good
dollars antd cents, by the vehicle owners using the streets
of the city. They paid in repairs to wagons and auto-
mobiles, and in excess hiorse power-both in the nature
of gasoline and oul, and of the old animal flesh-and-blood
kind,-recluired to move a given tonnage between given
points. They paid heavily; and they kicked to the "City
Fathers," to f0 purpose.

Were'the City of Monîreai paying for is pavement con-
struction and maintenance by a wheel or vehicle, tax, ibis
condition would flot exlst very long. The vehicle owfiers
would not be slow to realize that they could get the same
resuits at less cost by paying their money into a proper
tax fund to bulld and maintaîn pavements, rather than
by, paylng it to the wagon-smiths, the garages, the hiorse
dealers, and ini excess labor costs to men who are swearing
at the discoiffort to themselves growlng out of the un-
kept street surfaces.

Some may object to the wheel tax, as a means of pay-
ing for road service, on the ground that It too closely, re-
sembles the old toîl roads system. To sucli, it can be
sald that there were two great objections to the collec-
tion of tols; first, too mucli of the amount of the tax was
spent in the collecing thereof, 'and second, the toîl roads
were prlvately lflsiead of publicly owned, 0f these ob-
jections, to the writer, the last only seems fundamental;
the flrst is a mnatier 0f practical application that 18 over-
corne bY the wheel tax.

Another objection that miglit be ralsed, Is, thai we are
getting away frorn free publie roads. But nothing ls free;
we are paying for ihemn now, only by a different and less
saisfactory method. Nothlng that is the result of labor
can ever be free. Natural resources may be, but nlot
mnanufaciured products, such as rosas. Someone mnuet ai-
ways pay; so, why, not have the burden faîl equitably upon
the road users througb a wlieél or vehicle tax?

The write Is flot lgnorlng the fact that so radical a
change in the lnethod of paylng for our pavements would
meet wlth a lot Of Opposition from the status quo. Neither
does lie claim to have suggested anythlng new; for the
plan was, hie 1s qulte sure, advanced by others long ago.
Wbat he does suggest 18 that we realy ,begin' tu think
about dolng soxnething along these lines.. It is a long
way to Tlpperary, but it is probably an even longer jour-
ney to a satisfactory metliod of taxation te pay for road
building andi Paving. Let's hear wliat the Single Taxers,
and ailiers, have to say about it.

THREE-HUNDRED..ANDSIXTYVJIVE-DAY ROADS.
Again we are wltnessîng the sprlng break-up-not of the

ice Inl our rivers, but of tlie roads. The stream qulckly
resumnes the normal, the ice is swept out, no damage lias
been done. The hlghway, on the contrary, Is rulned. The
surface lias been broken through; that wblch was a road is
now a plague of ruts. If this appiied to the byways it
would be bad enougli. But it le true of trunk highiways
too. Commerce Is stopped and the war congestion on the
rallways becomes worse. Year after year we have en-
dured this condition, but tlie war lias given us a new
point of vlew. In normal times we stopped ri>ad trans-
portation; we endured the condition because ywe dld flot
realize tbatm ht lncreased the cost of living. Now war
sternly forblds the Interruption of road trafflc--and ihere
le developlflg witb tremendous strength a demnand for
"365-day rdoad. Tliey must corne. Tliey are an essentl
of the trunlc-road polioy of the future-yes, anxd of these
war i s.-Eih8neering News Record,
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