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PERICLES AND) CLEON.
ANNIE B. RANKIN.

-. I'IE eoutrast aîîd c~o1ipaiisc1 of Pendces and Clecu
Iives a straîîgc yet faillifut pietur11e Of Allueniail
.1 iiieoisistelîey. lu1 flic character cf flic Atlien-

iil populace %vc sec vanîity and suif conceit sidie by side
with îîablc-îîîinded liberality and absence of ,Jealaîîs *
againisi farc'iguers ; vriiîginjg sîîbilîissioiî ta deiîagaguu
*îailied witli a poîwer cf appreiatiug stati uiiiilke ws-
(laini; firi ai taehîiiîet ta liberty anîd cruel tyrauiny ta-
wuîrds flicir suîlject states- ; tter disiegard for tire pria-
ciiulc5 cf justice if tily iîîtcrfered wvitl scltisli a ggraiuidise-
mient, aii( yel a pafriotic, anxiety for tire hionor cf i leir
native country."' lt is perhaps oneiof ai e fic îsf striking
proafs iii liislary of this sainec tickleness cf disposition
iuaf flie saine peoiple wvlo liad beun wisely Iguuiced and cou>-
lrohied for oveî' forfy years by une. wlie, in lus purfef
hîariony and coniîplcleness cf nature, is ftic type cf flic
ideal spirit, net of bis owu age i.nly, but cf antiquity,
were ready to, be swayed by one w'ho îîîay be regarded
as the representafive cf the worst fauits of ftic Athenian
deîîiocracy sucli as if carne frcmn the hands oif I>ericles.

- Yet, perliaps if is unfortunate ii flie interests cf lbis-
the biographies o.f Pericus, bath as recordcd by contein-
-)arary aufliars andi by bis a(liirers of tue present day,
tanicai truth, fliat theugli îîîany and comiplete hiave been;
the accounts wc have of Cleen's pcrsonaiity cxist onlly
iii flhe writinigs of Thucydidus and a partisan p)lay, "h
Kniiglits' o f Aristoplianes. bofli of whorn xverc vioienfly
prej udiced against Clean-tfli foriner personall 'y and flic
latter politieally. Thus, while of Penduls wre hbave flic
over-indulgent biography cf Plutarcli and tlîe impa rtial
accounit cf Thucydides, il is more tlîan probable tat
Cleon has had iess than justice donc f0 Ihîrn iii sucli por-
traits cf him as have cerne down te us.

Bath flic stafesmen wielded their influence aven the
destinies cf Athens in the period which is generaliy
t ermed " The Golden Age cf Athens. " But if was Pendces'
privilege f0 guide Athens at flic zenith cf lier greatness,
while Cicon, who is flic mesf dislinguislied reprcsentatàý.c
of the new type cf statesmen which the advanced derno-
cracy had produced and educated, cornes into publie
notice when flic brightncss cf that greatness isoera,
and when flic turning point in tlie bnilliant oieu f
Athenian supremaey had beeni reached. The Persian
war had ereated twc leading cities where previeusly
there had been only one. Over agaînst flic great l)orian
city of the Peloponnesus stood the lonian city cf Central
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Huilas, Thie f raiiieci coag aLI lle Spartan hoiplite Was
mîaîlhd by Ilie skill or i li Ailieiiiait >Sailî<r. -And af
these two rival p)oNu eîI illie, laDîu el ian Coi*eIfcdcîav
Lad alreacly iniade iee hie gcîeaîes1ta niiitiiie power of

any single staiue Ini C I.ee(e. w1iule II iia<l eatised thc oLi, t

ta rapidiy dcliiie iu pîî t vrxxas rccvdfoi, Pieiiut
ta insist thai. llie Allh il i xiiipr liad tal' 'L i e
aofli the)lian Laîcan howclîo r bx i s paiicy iii i lus
respect may- bc ceunsured, ilý is a reo"u3zed fact that fthc
change was iîîcvit able. Ilc il, xas wiia heii undispurud
inastcry aver Atliouls at Illce, p s ani greatesi. periad
of her history, w~ho gave bis niaine ta ane of the greatcst
ages of the wcrld. J t bas beeît justly said tlhat ''other
ages have haci tlîeir brig-lit part icuiar stars; but tbe age
of Pendces is the Mîllky \Vaiy of Grecat Men."' It is, iii-
deed, truc tbat splendid ais tlic fortunec cf Mtiens w-as
in cvery respect ut tis i iilu, ut xvas iii notbîng more
remarkable than ini flic iiîiibcr of -ruat ii w'hon shue
had at her disposai. YuL tioicig Atlicus' greatest states-
man is the inost iierustirîg ligure of the bîilliant circle
of peets, phiiosoplicis, sculptais anid historians wbicbi was
the distinct fiature cf the periad, tlîe age cf Sophocles
and Euripides, Iutinus andl Phiidias xvas flot mad3 by
Perides. As Bury says: "11e Nvas liot a staternan of
originative genius. lc origiîîatcd lîttle; hc claboratud
flic i<lcas of aIliers. lie broaiîg'îî ta perfetion thle sover-
eignty cf the peole vhich bad becu f uliy establisbced in
p)rinciple lcig- ag; lie raisud Ia ils hieiglît thceupir
whicli had becri already founduci. It xvas bis priviluge f <
guide the pclicy cf bis country at a tiîne wvlen slic had
poets and artists wba stand ajonc and urnirient, nat oniy
in her own aunais ami tiiose cf (Irece, but in the hisfory
cf mankind. "

Yet, thougli lie nîay nal havc been c-rcafive, if xvas
owing to flic visc gtiiding- powcr of ihis grand leader
that Athens was made tbe wonder of the world. He
owed the unparalleled ascendancy w'hich be wieided se
long over flic fichle peoplc, and in which we fiud one cf
the best proofs cf luis gunius, enfirely ta his personal
character. fus personality was onc cf inipcsing- irand-
eur. Connected botli with flic aid princely Sîcyoniand
with the great but uiuforfiunate bouse aif lie A]crnac-
onîdae, having reeed tbe best uducat ion xvhich. the age
could snppiy, lie bad all tbe advantagcs-wcaitli, higli
birth, pcwcrful frieuds wiieh at thl ic îtsct cf his Pc-
litical 11f e, thou'h doubtlcss auxiliary,, incvertleless ex-
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