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We draw attention ta the Icîter of aur Correspondent referring ta
the communication fromn tha College Council ta the Liteuary and
Scientific Society, in refèenca ta the use of Convocation Hall for
public debates, read at the first meeting of the Society for this terml.
Had tbe Collage Council taken the students inta its confidence
at the tima when tbe occurrences camrplained of last faI led ta
what appaared ta ba an arhitrary act of the Counicil, any unplea-
santness might have been avaided. Now that an explanation bas
bean given, wa féel stire that if wiil commend itself ta the good
sense of the undergraduates as a botdy. Thare is no reason why
the keeping up of collage customs and traditions- of whjch we
have toa few-should clash with reasonable demands on the part
af the Callege Council.

Collegiata spirit, ta avoid using the expressive but hackneyed
es6rit-a'.' corps, scemns daclining step by step witb incraasing num-
bers. It hecomas mare and muore ditfictult ta know even one's awn
year. Small coteries are then fornicd af men raading the sama
work. This is not as it sbtmnld l however well calculated ta train
specialists. A student wbo devîttes hlinself, entiraly ta raading, ta
the neglect of collage life, misses sonie ai the hast affects of a Uni-
versity training. For hae were a vain man who axpected in four
short yaars ta master books anoughi ta furnisb bis mind for lifa
Then it is that the founidations aie laid for a life-time tif tbaught
and study. It i5s not sa mnucb book-knowiedge that we sbotîîd seek
ta acquira as habits of thanght. Refinemaent and liberality, in the
sense of breadth of view, shouild characteriza the University man.
If we gain thesa suraly our- cullege course lias amply rapaii us.
How can this wholesorne lihurahity ha better acqîuirad tlian by fa-
mniliar intercours wîth aur fellow-stndents. Collega societies, collage
customs and observances, by bringing- the men together, promnote
this intercourse, and none tif them sbould be allawad ta decay
The bookislî man, wbile ail very well as a portable encyclopedia, is
generally a failure for flue l)ractical p)urposes of life. Whila we may
flot agrea with Mr. Slick in bis aphorism that "books spile the
mmnd,' it is toa truc that "the habit of supplying aur ideas from
faraign sources enfeebles ail internai strength of thought.",

It is gratifying ta ha able ta record in the lirst îîunber of this
year the practical aid lately given by a friend of the Collage ta the
study of Engiish literatura, the subject which it.is the highest aim
and special pleastira of tîjis journal ta proniote in every Possible
way. The Presidant announced on Convocation Day that Fredar-
ick Wyld, Esq., ana of the mast prominent marchants in the city,
had offered a yearly prize of $25 in books for the best essay in
English prose. 1It is nnnecessary ta dilate upon the great and last-
ing banefit ta be derivad lrom the indapandant study of aur great
writars, and from ail attempts, feeble though at flrst tlîey be, ta con-
tribute ta the litarature of aur day. It is anaugh ta welcome, with
hearty appreciation of the munificence of the donor, this practical
aid ta the attainimant of excellence in English composition. Wa un-
derstand that the priza is ta ha restri 'cted ta students of the senior
Vears ; and is ta be awardad fo)r the hast essay on a subjact selected
by three examiners ta ha appointed by the Collage Couincil, wlho
grr, ta award the prize. We would suggest that these exainunars

be appointed and the subject, with full conditions, fixed and pub-
lished without any delay, sa that those desiring to compete may be
able to undertake the work before tule pressure of the regular
course is felt. On behaif of those interested in the development
offthe literai y spirit, ive beg to thank Mr. Wyld for bis generous
gi t, and hape that lit ray hiiiistlf see sorne satisfactary outcome
of bis attempt to promnote the best expression of the best thought,

Though th is is tlue 99close season"1 for hornorary degrees, perhaps
a few words uipon the subject mnay flot be without some effect upan
those who are either preparing to fish iliagally for them, or who are
going to cannive at the irregularity. In looking aver the reports
of the collage commuencem~ents of last somrmer, via are painfully
impressed by the tact that thic practice of bestowing honorary de-
greas is growing apace, and threatens to bring acacmical distinc-
tions into contempt. Especially is this the case in the United
States. Fortuniataly Canadian degrees are not hawked about Sa
Promîlscuously. Our awn University, ive are prond to say, is lead-
ing the van in its sulent and dignified protest against this evil habit,
by bestowing fia bonorary degrees svhatsoaver. Wa sincerely trust
it will continue in its present course, and that its example may in-
fluence other institutions to restrain their ardour. The possession
of a university degree is of little value in itself. But since conven-
tion bas staînped il with a certain meaning and bas attached to it
a certain importance, it is rigbt and proper that it should be borne
by thosa who bave justly aarned the right ta assume it ; and that
its worth and dignity should be maintained and enhanced. The
real worth af a university degree cunsists in its meaning ta the
individual wbo abtains it, and flot in any honour or distinction which
its possessor may seemi ta indicate. Its maaning to the individual
is, that ha bas spent a certain time--long or short-at an institu-
tion for bigbar aducation ; that hae lias read a certain prescribed
amount ; that hc understood tite sarne--or aise wbat do examina-
tions stand for ? and finaily that lie lias received a certain amouint
of knowledge an(l culture, svbicb passes under the elastic name of
education. Ltndar these circuinstances the already illusory value
of a univarsity dagree shonld not be rendered more tenuous by
haing bestowcd htonoris cati ta.

Occasionally it is aur privilege ta see the 1Loijclic IIec-ald. The
only n<iteworthy feature of tbis public ation is a l)eculiar zebra effcct
iii spaliing that is conînuuly associated witb a school oif Amierican
humour, the head and front of which was Josh I3illings. Tbe Cana-
dian disciples of the saga Josh, thougb neither numarous nor influ-
antial, are clamorous in the public press for recognition. Their
views are not navel, nor bas thair systeim one whit more of practi-
cal value tban many others emanating from far higher sources. Ad-
nsitting ail that can ha urged against establisbed usage in spalling,
there are abundant grounds, and thesa, toa, sufficiently apparent,
for daclining tha proposed change. No doubt the presenit systemn
is arbitrary andi canvantional, encrusteci with anomalies, the out-
cam-e of centurias of adjustment-anomalies hideaus ta the eye of
the spelling-refî)rmer ; any other system, however, must be etîually
arbitrary, or aise inextricable confusion will result ; for what two
men combine primitive sounds in precisely the same way? Again,
ta represent at ail acctîrataly the current mode of pronounicing a
given word-sa ibuid a tbing is pronounciation -different callora-
tians af symbols would be recînirad at varions times and places. If
we are ta sacrifice at the altar of consistency, we shahl require the
difference batween the pronouniciation of Sbakespere's era and aur
own ta be markad in the literatuire of the new systam. Fancy the'itellactual dyspepsia that would resuit front vie ving the transfor-
matian af Shakespera int Billingasa ! Sncb an apparition must
suggest the idlea nf Harle 1 uin in ail the glory of paint and stripes
tunibling over tbe page. There is a dignity iii languaga (luite a
apparent ta the eye a, ta the ear ; and, apart froin any effect of as-
sociation, it is at 1laast openi ta question wbetber pages thus un-
couthly garnished could evar portray that barmony and grace so
charactarjstic of wbat is best in aur litarature. It is ta ha regretted
that men of any intaliecrtual force should dissipate their energy in
seriously advocating 50 visionary a schanie.
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