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E nVe ’ One,

Wpryyootion with the trial of

Mgy
tter &nd agk, Is the work for which we

N"Vinceihe interest of the people of the
of * The court of quarter sesgiond
Wity ul:eace, a court which we obtained
¢ English law In 1792 has now
¢ 0y years been shorn of the powers
/lﬁlﬁe(tlh by the statute 59th Geo. III,
the c’ Os¢ powers belng tramsferred to
crg 00Nty councils.
'f‘n,n magistrates in quarter sessions
hae l longer levy and collect rates and
to, ents, build gaols and court houses,

vcl'uct roads and bridges or other pub-

Orks; it ¢ 1 i-
,h‘lﬂte an no longer legally mani

-the county funds in any way. It

R
ieht be added by way of retrospeet

that

the When the power of the purse went,

kgj:;re“ige of the tourt went also, but
o Atlon of late years has been unfav-
® to this cou~t in other respects,
y, it iname implies, it wsed to sit'quarter-
8 years since it was decreed that a

eolon every six months would amply

lezly the public needs. Then the est-
e%n ent o!’the county judges criminal
rey, 82, 83 Vie. ch. 35, still further with-
“ang Work from it, and the introduction
&&ﬁe&radual extension of the police mag-

n.y (32,383 Vie. ch. 82) in various local

‘“Ipalities has still further contract-

Sphere of action, and now there is
tle o

Jtha'ty the legislature it would be found
a1y, With the exception of such a place
te 0“‘ City of Toronto perhaps, there Is lit-
'(hten‘ Dothing to justify its continued ex-

® In the province, while the enormous

S Incurred In jurles and otherwise
by, Serlous burden upon an already over-
e public. Nine tenths, we may say,
hu‘:en twentleths of the light local erim-

¢ Usiness of this country is now dis

%h:f:d by the county judges eriminal
hﬁsdi and police magistrates, and if the
Ak, . ction of the county judge was made
Ute—(indeed several classes of
Vie . Te triable in that way; sec. 32 33
th, o, 52 ®ec, 2: and we find in 39 Vie.
/Dfo » 40 Vie, ch. %, and 47 Vie. c¢h. 42,
of 4, 08 under which the “jurisdiction
Magistrate is made absolute in the
%¢ of Prince Edward Island and
Columbia and in ‘the Distriet of
Watin__in all cases, without the con-

that judging from the manner in
the summary judgments of these
are now received by the publie,
N Perfect satisfaction would be given.
tg .. L& connection let us draw attention

¢ following statement procured by

the year 1890 from the clerk of the
. 804 clerk of the county court of the

7,7 ! which T reslde—

eonr te
they

B Of cases trled at gemeral sessions
I} lsgg "} 1886 to 1890 both inclusive:
B n »

une, four, Dec. two; 1887, June,
twe. - four; 1888, June, four, Deec.
» June, one, Dec. one; 1890,

Dec. two; Total twenty-one in
TS,

,n%‘{UMy court : 1886, June, three, Dec.,
s

Tung t1887’ June, one, Dec., one; 1838,
.’ hree, Dec., three ; 1889, June, none,
TOt;anne; 1890, June, none, Dec., none.

Cleven 1 five years.

loy ;:tal of thirty-two cases In five years

Courts.

] orme DOW ask attention while I re-

by o & Dortion of the expenses incurred
. ! these

o tases, all paild by the direct

Oubt that It statistics were procur-

of- *
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taxation of the peopl,e. At each of these
joint courts during the tive years, 72 jury-
men were in attendance. A ecareful ab-
stract of the aceounts in the county in
which I live as made by me shews as
follows:— commencing. with the last quar-
tér of 1887— sgelecting jurors December
quarter, $124.50; clerk of the peace ser-
vices, jurors’ bhooks, &e., $159.86 ; sheriff’s
fees, summoning, &ec. $128.20.

1888, March quarter— Clerk of the peace

services $60.00, sheriff services $115.60.

1888, June quarter— Clerk of the peace
services $12.00, sheriff services $180.20.

1888, September quarter—Clerk of the
peace services $25.75, sheriff services $112-
90.

Thus we have for gelection, $124.50;
Clerk of the peace, $266.61; and Sheriff,
$487.80— in all $878.91, or three dollars
and five cents each for two hundred and
eighty-eight jurymen, the number requir-
ed for all courts during the year. Then
follows the cost of their attendance, that
I8, whatl they are paid. December quar-
ter 1887, Quarter sessions and county
court $683.40. March quarter 1888,
Queen’s pench $547. June quarter of
1888, Quarter sessions and coanty court
$400.30. September quarter of 1888,
Queen’s bench $380.80,

Taking the amounts here given for Dec-
ember and June we find an average pay-
ment for each jury man of $7.51 or total
cost to the county for each jury man of
$10.56. This statement, however, must
not be taken as correct to-day, as recent
legislation gives the juror $2.00 per diem
instead of $1.50 as formerly.

These figures . establish the fact that
the thirty-two cases referred to, so tried
during the five years, cost the county two
hundred and thirty-seven dollars and
fifty cents each for jury expenses alone. It
will be apparent also that every argument
against the existence of this court of quar-
ter sessions applies equally to the county
court.

While on the subje¢t of juries let me ad-
vert to my recollection of the time in which
our present system of selecting those
bodies was adopted. In the general pub-
lic opinion of that day, it was a measure
forced upon the government of the day by
the difficulties in which it found itselt
placed by the multiplication of county
officers incident to the changes which fol-
lowed or emanated from the introduction
of what is tamiliarly known as responsi-
ble government with its new ideas and
change of system, and in this connection
perhaps no change which ever took place
il the country was more far reaching in
its effects than munieipal institutions.
Numbers of people who have hitherto been
debarred from interference Im public
affairs now found occupation, the trans-

_terence of the powers hitherto vested in

the magistrates in quarter sessions which
began to take place somewhat about
1842 culminated in the general' munici-
pal act of 1850, a measure designed to ab-
sorb all the local government business of
the country, but at the same time involv-
ing an expenditure which is ever and al-
ways incredsing, and is now reaching a
point which must attract public atten-
tion and legislative Interventiom.

When I was a young man taking part
in the public business of the country, there
were but nine sheriffs in  this province,
nine clerks of the peace, nine district
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judges &c., all at that time very desir-
able offices with safficient emolumeénts,
but when the new order of things was
introduced, anxious aspirants for office,
(their name was legion) constituted them-
selves warm advocates for the extens'on
of local government amongst the people,
and chlefly through this means the peo-
ple were urged to build gaols and court
houses, and apply to be set off, to which
application the .government had to yleld,
and the usual staff of officers was ap-
pointed. The consequence of this, in many
cases most precipitate action, might not
have been felt if these offices had afforded
their occupants a means of living, but
the dreams of expectant sheriifs and
clerks were not realized, the fees and emol-
uments <which had not supported nine
sheriffs &c., were sadly insvfficient when
they came to be divided among forty. The
calls for assistance were loud and contin-
uous, the government had created them
and must now sustain them,’consequent-
1y the taritf of fees had to be overhauled
and new fees established, and thus the
jury law came Into existence; a law which
at one bound gave the sheriff about 3500
a year, and the clerk of the peace about
$800; and all of it designed by its project-
ors to come out of the pockets of the peo-
pie by direct tax. Some sort of plausible
excupe had to be found to satisty the peo-
ple that the change of system was in their
interest, vague charges and suspicious
hints as to the failure of justice in form-
er times by the packing of juries by sher-
iffs, were thrown out and dilated upon
by imterested partles, themselves In of-
fice or in search of it, and by such means
the public mind was made ready for the
new law and its leading announcement,
namely, that the true measure of a man’s
intelligence is his position on the asgess-
ment roll. Subsequent legislatures have
striven to amend this act in some respects,
but Its. main feature of making provis-
fon for the support of county ofticers still
exists In full force. L

The statute of 1846 enacted that all
such expenditures in the administration
ot criminal justice in the provinee should
be a charge upon the consolidated re-
venue of the provinde. See the last clause
of the act in these words “Together with
all other charges relating to criminal
justice payable to the foregoing officers,
specially authorized by any act of the
legislature, and immediately before the
ninth day of Jume, 1846, payable out of
county funds.”

That some eHorts were made from time
to time to have the government adhere
to the plain medaning and directions of the
statute s well known, and the shuffling
course of the government iz well seen In
two orders in council or circulars num-
bered 5 and 6, one dated 6th. March
1863, the other 6th. August 1863, in
which the law officers of the c¢rown eat
their own words mm a most amusing
manner.

It was a matter of consequence to ug
as between ourselves and Lower Canada
that this law should have been honest-
ly carried out, the neglect to do so placed
us at a serious disadvantage with our—
at that time—partner, now however we
are in.changed circumstances, we stand
alone, and it {8 not of much eonsequence
how the expenses of criminal justice are
pald so as they are not in excess of the




