
a&trfnd 8.5k, le the work for whleh we
pa3 l the Interest o! the people o! the

OftcThe court oi quarter sessiong
Witt- e1lace, a court whlch we obt.ained

frthe Eaigiish law In 1792 hias now
%Jy ears been shoru of the powers

ftalitl by the statute 59th Geo. III,
'tose powers belng transferred to

clunty counicils.
Th luitatei quarter sessions

% 1 lne levy and colleet rates and
ý*ê@«tnslbulid gaols and court houses,

co4tut roads and bridges or other pub-

kînrke it can no longer legaiiy muni-

te thbe countv funds lu any way. It
r h eadded' by way of retrospeet

ttWen the power of the purse went,the restige of the court went also, but
letlraieon of laVe years bas been unfav-Cumbe tothiscou- Inother respects,

1%laeimpiies, it u»ed tositqaarter.
Y I 8years since it was decreed that a
eéinevery six menthe wouid aniplyhl4DIYthe public needis. Then the est-al@lmeut o! the county judges Crirnînal

S32,833 Vie, ch. 35, stili further with-
'work froin it, and the Introduction

98u ertçnseon. 0f the police inag-
44C (S2,893 Vie. ch. 82) In varions local
4 J'elPalitleà has stIll further c'ontract.

ih t Phere- of action, and now there le
le (oubt that If st.atistlcs were proPur-

y the legIsiature IV would bie found'
tteththe exceptIon of sucb a placeasteclty of Toronto perbaps, there Is lit-
15 0r thing Vo justilfy Its continued ex-

lielu the province, white the enormnous
PnInurred lu Juries and otherwise

~a erloue burden upon an already over-
tý44eed public. Mlle Ventbs, we May ýsay,

'eI twnieh of the light local crim-
C4 îness o! thîs country ls now fils-

Redby hecounty judges criminal
Mre&fd police magistratels, and If the-

%0 âletion 0f the county Judge was made
Ilute.(Indeed several classes of of-

vi.eare triable in that way; sec. 32 8
ei h 32 sec. 2: and we f iùd lu 39 Vie.

Drc21,40 'Vic. ch. I., andi 47 'Vie, ch. 42,
VoeOu under whIich the "jurirdiction

the 'agetra isl made absalute lu theDoneo! Prince Edward Island and
Coiumbia andtinl the District o!

ss~t ~ail cases, without the con-
Of0u the Person chargeti) there leistl

4%btthatjudging fromn the manner inerA- te suinaary jutigments of these
th are now received by the publie,

at Pe'rfect satisfaction wouid be given.
la thl 1onctoeV us draw attention

tu ilt fOlow ng taenintprocured by

an clerk of the county court o! the
Ili1T which I reside-

byLl.t O! Cases tried at Relierai sessions
186ury 1886 to 1890 both Inclusive:

il% 8 ' une, four, Dec. two; 1887, .rune,t-D, 88-for 1888, June, four, Dec.
88"9, -lune, One, Dec. one; 1890,

tue ec. two; Total Vwenty-one lu

.r ic atY court 1886, Jane, tbree, Dec.,
j 18î87, June, one, Dec. , one; 1888,be. ree, Dec., three ; 1889, June, noue,~, noue. 1890, June, none, Dec., none.

eu Iivn uf ive years.
fo total Of thirVy-two cases lu fîve years

Court,.~
fer~ t fOW ask attention wh4le I re-
1a e !e Portion of the expenses Incurred
'tIruftti.On with the triai of theft

e&fs, ail paid by the direct

THE WEEK.

taxation of the people. At each of these
Joint courts duriug the f ive years, 72 Jury-
in were lu attendance. À careful ab-
stract of the accounts lu the county lu
wbich 1 live as miade by mie shews as
foiiows:- comM~encing. wIth the iasV quar-
Vêr of 1887- selecting jurors Decensber
quarter, $124.50; clerk o! the peace ser-
vices, jurors' books, &c., $159.86 ; sheriff's
fees, sumnoning, &c. $128.20.

1888, March quarter- Clerk of the peace
services $60.00, sherif f services $115.60.

1888, June quarter- Clerk of the peace
r3ervices S12.00, sheriff services $180.20.

1888, Septernber quarter-Clerk o! the
peace services $25.75, sheriff services $112-
90.

Thus we have for selection, $124.50;
Clerk o! the peace, $266.61; and Sheriff,
$487.80- lu ail $878.91, or three dollars
andi five cents each for two hundreri and
eighty-,eight jurymen, the flumber requir-
ed for ail courte during the irear. Then
follows the cost of their attendance, that
je, whart they are paiti. December quar-
ter 1887, Quarter sessions and county
court $683.40. March quarter 1888,
Queen's :,ech $547. Jane quarter o!
1888, Quarter sessions and coanty court
1.400.80. September quar-ter of 1888,
Queen's béech $380.30.

Taklng the amounits here given for Dec-
ember anti June we Elnd an average pay-
ment for each jury man o! $7.51. or total
cost Vo the county for each jury man o!
$10.56. This statement, bowever, must
flot bie Vaken as correct to-day, as recent
legisiation qives the juror .$2.00 per diem
Instea4 o! $1.50 as fornieriy.

These figures establlsh the faet that
the thirty-two cases referred Vo, so Vried
during the f ive years, cost the couuty two
hundrel and thirty-seven dollars and
fifty cents each for jury expenses.alone. IV
w!ii be apparent aiso that every argument
against the existence o! this court o! quar-
ter sessions applits equaliy Vo the county
court.

White on te subjot o! juries let me adi-
vert to rny recoliectfon o! the Mine in wblch
our present aystern o! oeiecting those
bodies was adopted. Iu the Relierai pub-
lie opinion o! that day, It was a measure
forced upon the goverument of the day by
the difficulties lu which It found ltself
piaced by the multiplication o! county
officers Incident to the changes whlch fol-
iowed or ernanateti from te Introduction
o! what lis farniliariy known as responsi-
bic goverarnent with Its new ideas and
change c! systern, andi lnx this connectIon
perhraps no change wblch ever took place
là the country was more far reaching ln
[te effecth t;han municipal Institutions.
Numbers o! people who have hitherto been
debarreti front interierence lu publiec
affairs now found occupation, the trause-
ference of the powers hiltherto vesteti lu
the inagistrates lu quarter sessions whIch
began V-o take place somewhat about
1842 culrnlnated lu the general munici-
pal act o! 1850, a measure deesIgned to ab-
sorb ail the local goverument business o!
the country, but at the samne Vinre invoiv-
Ing an expendîture which ls ever and ai-
ways Increüsing, and ls naw reachIng a
point which mueat attract public atten-
tion and legisiative Interventionx.

When I waa a ydung man taklng part
Lu te public busIness o! the country, there
were but nine sherlifs lu this province,
nine cierks o! the peace, nine district

judges &c., ail at that Urne very desir-
able offices with stifficlent ernolumients,
but when the new order ot things wae
introduced, anxious aspirante for office,
(thelr name was leg*on) coflstltuted them-
selves warma advocates for the extens'ou
of local government amongst the people,
and chie! iy through tixis Means the peo-
pie were urged to build gaols and court
bouses, and apply to be set off, to whleh
application the .governrnent had to yield,
and the usual staff of officers was ap-
pointed. The consequence of this, ln many
cases most precipîtate action, mlght flot
have been felt If these offices had afforded
their occupants a menus of living, but
th£. drearas of expectant sherlffs and
cierks were *not reaised, the f ees and emol.
uments which had flot supported nîne
sherifis &c., were sadiy Insuffleient when
they camne to be dtvIded among forty. The
ç,ails for assistance were ioud and contin-
uous, the governrnent had created them
and miuet now sueltail them, 'consequent-
ly the tarif! of fees had to be overhauled'
and new fees estabiished, and thras the
jury law came Into existence; a law whicla
at one bound gave the sheriff about $500-
a year, and the clerk of the peace about
$300; and ail 61 It delgued by Its projeet-
Ors to corne Out o! the pockets of the peo-
pie by direct tax. Soine sort of plausible
excuse had to be found to Batlaly the peo-pie that the change of system wae ln their
l.utereet, vague charges and suspiciou&
hints as to the fallure of justice lu form-
er tirmes by thie packing of jurles by sher-
Ilfs, were thrown out and dliated upou
by interested parties, themnsIves In of-f ice or ln search o! It, and by such mueans
the publie mind was made ready for the
new law lind its ieadiug announcement,
naanely, that the true measure of a man's
Intelligence le bis position on the unes-
ment roll. Subsequent iegisiatures have
striven to armend this act ln some respecte>.
but Its. main feature of making provis-
ton for the support of county off leers stll
existe lun full force.

The statute of 1846 enaeted that ail
sncb expenditures lnx the administration
of crinjinal Justice ln the province shouid
be a charge upon te consoiLdated re-
venue of the provinèe. See the iast clause.
o! the act In these words "Together with
ait other charges relatlng Vo criminal
justice payable to the foregoing officers,
specially authorized by any act of the
legisiature, and hnmediateiy before the
nlnth day of June, 1846, payable out of
county f unds."l

That some efforts were made from Vime
to tlIne to have the goverument adhere
to the plain medning and directions of the.
statute la weli known, aùid the ahufflag
course of the governanent la weli seen la>
two orders in counicil or cîrculars nain-
bered 5 and 6, que, dated 6th. Marchi
1868, the other 6th. Augaut 1868, I
whIch the iaw officers of the Crown eRt
their own words In a ,most ftmueing
mainer.

It wae a matter of C01186qVeIiee ta uB
as between aurselves and Lower Canada,
that this iaw should have been honest.
ly carried out, the negléct to do so piaced
us at a serions disadvantage with Our-
at that time--partiler, now however we
are l.n changed Cireulustances, we stand
alone, and It le flot o! mueh eonsequence
bow 'the expenses of criminal Justice are
pald so as they are flot in excls of the
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