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~—confidence in the Government, instead o
reliance upon persona), intelligent use of the
means of information within their individ-
ual reach—is unworthy of the dignity and
responsibility of members of Parliament,
elected as representatives of the people of
independent and intelligent constituencies.
Anud what is true of the members in rela-
tion to their respective constituencies is
equally true of every intelligent individual
elector in each constituency, at least within
the range of his own personal observation
and experience. It is as ignominious for
the individual citizen to leave a question so
vital to the well-being and progress of the
Dominion to the opinion of his representa-
tive, ag for the latter in his turn to throw
the responeibility for using his own brains
and doing his own duty upon the Govern-
ment. What the country reeds, in Parlia-
ment and out—what it must have if it is
ever to develop its resources and prove itself
worthy of free institutions, is citizens capa-
ble of doing ard resolved to do their own
thinking on all those great questions which
stand so closely related to the life and
growth of the commonwealth.

It is not our purpose here to attempt to
prove or disprove one or another of Mr.
" McCarthy’s propositions. We would merely
insiet with all the force at our command
that it is the duty of every good citizen to
satisfy himself, by the faithful use of all
available sources of information, of their
truth or falsity, It issurely competent for
any intelligent elector to inform himself by
personal observation and investigation
whether injurious combinations and mono-
polies have been formed under shelter of the
tariff ; whether that tariff has in many or
in any instances proved itself burdensome
to the great mass of consumers ; whether
it presses unfairly upon large or small sec-
tions of the population ; and whether it is
producing among such discontent, verging
on disloyalty. It is doubtful whether
more important questions were ever before
the Parliament and people of Canada for
decision, Dr. Montague made some obser-
vations, which, if we rightly apprehend
their meaning, were intended to describe
Mr. McCarthy’s resolutions as intricate and
vague. They seem to us, on the comtrary,
to be admirably clear and direct, and we
think they will appear 8o to every reader
who has taken the trouble to look at them
at all closely.

Is it or is it not true that the price of
cotton fabrics has not fallen in Canada to a
degree at all proportionate to the fall in the
price of the raw material, and of the
cost of manufacture—that, in other
words, Canadians have to pay for articles of
* clothing made of this material a good deal
more than the sum fer which articles of
equally good quality could be procured in
England or the United States, plus the
difference in cost of delivery? Is it

true that farmers and other consumers of
iron goodsin Canada are obliged by the'
tariff to purcbase agricultural implements
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fand other articles made of an inferior qual-
ity of iron at a greatly increased cost? Is-
it true that the price of an article in so
common use as wall-papers is enormously
enhanced by the protective tariff? Is it
true, in a word, that on the average the cost
of goods manufactured under the National
Policy is increased to the extent of thirty
per cent. to the consumer? If not, is it
increased twenty per cent., or fifteen per
cent.? Mr, Ives is reported as having said
in bis speech that it was not possible to
show that a farmer with a family of seven
would have to expend twenty dollars a year
more because of the N. P. Twenty dollara
a year! Did Mr. Ives stop to think what
twenty dollars a year means to the ordinary
farmer, or to any other man who earns his
living by the sweat of his brow ? He would
probably admit that the additional cost of
living entailed by the tariff would be
greater for most other families than for that
of the farmer, for no other produces any-
thing like the same proportion of what he
consumes, But take twenty dollars as the
average, Assume that there are the equi-
valent of 700,000 such fawilies in Canada.
The people are, then, mulcted to the tune
of $14,000,000 for the benefit of the pro-
tected manufacturers! That is to say,
fourteen millions of dollars are transferred
from the pockets of the many to those of
the few by act of Parliament,

No intelligent person will be deceived
by the fallacy, so constantly repeated by
the advocates of protection, of assuming
that the amount of the tax paid under pro-
tection is represented by the amount of the
revenue derived from a given article, The
tax- is often heaviest when the revenue is
smallest, There is just one short and de-
visive way in which to determine the
amount of tribute exacted for the protected
classes in the case of a given article. That
way is by finding the answer to the ques-
tion, what would be the price of that arti-
cle or one equally good if imported under a
revenue tariff ! Bhat can, in many cases,
be easily ascertained. The answer, sought
and found, should settle the question of the
future fiscal policy of Canada.

COLERIDGE.—1,

It has often Leen remarked how diffi-
cult it is for the later age to understand
the secret of the infinence of books or of
men of earlier times. We are told that
a certain book was epoch-making, that it
gave men new thoughts inspiring them
with fresh ideas, whilst to ourselves its
contents seem a mere matter of course. It
is mot difticult to explain this seeming daif-
flenlty. That which wag new to our fath-
ers has come to us through many chan-
nels as the accepted belief of educated men.
We have absorbad it into our spiritual BYyS-
tem, and when we go back to the sourece
from which it flowed, we find nothing ot
novelty in its utterances. The revelations
of an earlier generation are the common-
Places of a later.
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