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taken the riglit side; but lie distinctiy takes a side, and bis tone tlimough out

accords witb bis feelings. The keynote is struck in the account of the " slow

crucifixion " of Gourlay wîth which the narrative opens, and is prolonged

crescendo to the end. Moreover, Mr. Dent fails to see this group of events

as it stands in its historie surroundings, and to judge the acts and actors

witli a faim and compréensive référence to the circumstances ofthe period.

The old Colonial Constitution was well exdhanged, when tbe fulness of time

came,"for one of a more lîberal kind; but it was it.self libemal for its day,

especially wben we consider that one moiety of the double Colony was a

conquest. It was practically not mudi less liberal than that which. before

the reformn of Parliament was enjoyed by the Imperial country. Nor does it

seem to have been ill-administered, so far as the govemnors were concerned:

it may reasonably lie doubted wliether for the young community a

gevernment of pamty politicians would have been really botter than theirs.

An administrative oligarchy, 'nicknamed the Family Compact, lad grown

up, kept to itself the spoils of office, and, it seems, abused its powe~r over

the Crown lands. That there was corruption on a colossal scale we find it

ratIer difficult to believe. Tho Ilmangions " of the principal mombers of

the Compact are still to lie seen and are of very modest dimensions, whule

nothing is more certain than that their owners did not leave vast fortunes.

The great political reaction caused by the Frenchi Revolution.and the Napo-

leonie wars was succoeded by a tidal wave of Liberalism which extended

from the Imperial country, wheme it swept away the iRotten Borougli Par-

liament, to the Colony, and for the government of the Crown and its coun-

cillors substituted that of the Colonial Parliament. The pasi seldom slides

quite smoothly into the future. There was a struggle between the admin-

istrators of the olci system and the aspirants of the new, in the course of

whidh many violent things were said and some violent things weme done:

thougli it is abgurd to talk of the wmecking of a printing-press as if it had

been a massacre, nor less absurd te accuse a man of "la cruel and dastamdly

murder " because in the days of duelling lie killed lis adversary in a duel.

At last theme was a sputter of civil war (for that, rather than rebellion, is

its proper namne), caused, lie it obsemved, not by any act of tyranny on the

part of the Governor or the officiaI oligarchy, but by the defeat of tho

Reformers in a popular election, owing înainly to the publication of an

indiscreet letter from Mr. Hume. The page of history being ever dliequered,

ail this miglit -well have been told with philosophie ealmuiess. 0f the

State Churcli we are well rid ; but the institution existed in those days

everywlere except in the United States, and the Scotch Presbyterians, who

were active in pulling it down liere, upheld it in their own country; nay

they would have upbeld it bere if the Anglicans would have gone shames

witli them in the endowment. That Mr. Dent is bent on exalting Dr.

Roîpli at the expense of éther cliamacters, and notably at the expense of

Lyon Mackenzie, wliose "lmannikin " figure is consbantly used te set off the

physical, moral and inteilectual majesty of the great man, nobody can fail

te reniark. Mr. Dent lias a riglit to the indulgence of lis fancy: these are

the days of hero-worship, rehabilitation and historical paradox ; but lie

cannot expeet us ail at once te bow down te the image whidli lie lias set Up,

and te trample on the image which. lie lias cast down. Hie wifi tell us

more about Dr. Roîpli in lis second volume; but se far the bero ratIer

wears the aspect of a timid and wary politician, who inspires councils at

which hoe refuses te lie present, and is willing that bis fmiends sbeuld face

the risk of enterprises which lie declines te share. Mr. Dent's book is

lively and readable; ne doulit it will have many readers. But it beaves

room for a more impartial treatment of the subjeet. We do net know

that "lThorpe Mable" lias said more; and if lie lias only said this, bis

liead ouglit net te lie in peril.

ATr the English Court, many years ago, among the youtîful Maids of

Honour appeared one who thougli a maid was by ne means youtliful. The

explanatien given by gossip of the phienomenon was a mistake of identity.

A secretary, it was said, liad addressed the letter effeming the appointmient

te, the aunt instead of tie niece. This was credible. neither lady being

famous the blunder was possible, and wlien the offer lad been acce.pted

correction weuld bave been painful and, the office being one of ne impor-

*tance, needless. But it is net credible, even though. Sir Francis Hincks

may have beard it front Mr. Roebuck, that Sir Francis Bond Head sliould

have been sent eut by mistake, for Sir Edmund Head as Governor of Upper

Canada. Sir Edmund was at that time only about thirty years old; lie

had spent five of the years whidh followed bis graduation in a college tutor-

ship, and thougli rising into notice lie was net by any means in a position

to lie sent eut as Gevernor of an important Colony. Sir Francis Bond

Head was well known; it was probably thouglit that bis reving and

adventureus habits, knowledge of the world and jovial cliamacter would

render him congenial te the Colonists, whule bis ignora4ce of politict, and

freedom from political connections, instead of being a fatal disqualification,

might lie thouglit a valuable qualification for the neutral part which lie was

sent out to play, and which had hie played, ail would probabiy have gone

well. llad the offer of the appointment by any strange accident been mis-

directed, the Minister on discovering the mistake would certainly have

corrected it, liowever awkward the process miglit have been, rather thanl

have sent the wrong man on an important and difficult mission. Jnstead

of that, according to Mr. Dent, lie and lis Under-Secretary, Mr. Stephen,

who was one of the foremost of Colonial administrators, wlien the offer liad

been declined by Sir Francis talked him into acceptance. Mr. Hume also

haîled the appointment as excellent. When the bulible of the Brunnen of

Nassau had burst, and Sir Francis's administration had proved a fiasco,

stories about the origin of the appointmont were not afloat, and the subse-

quent appointaient of the other Head became the natural foundation of a

myth. ___

TEEn presence of Archdeacon Farrar in the United States was sure to

stir up a controversy on the question of Eternal Punishment. That belief,

li-ke some others, lias varied in intensity not only with the clianging

phases of tlieology but with historical conditions. It was strong in the

ascetie during, the dark days of medioeval misery, and in the persecuted

Covenanter: it lis grown weaker under the kindly influences of modern

civilization, and amidst the general progress of mercy and hiuma nity.

Whetlier*it is tauglit in tlie New Testament is a question the answer te

which mainly depends on tlie verbal construction of passages in the first

tliroe Gospels. The language of some of these passages'is figurative, and

repels literal interpretation. But as to all of tliem, and ail passages on

tlie verbal construction of wliich great questions are made to turn, it is

constantly to be borne in mind that we do flot possess the very words of

Christ, wlio spoke Ararnaic,, wliereas the Gospels are in Greek. The

anthorship of the Synoptical Gospels must be allowed -by ail candid minds

to lbe uncertain, nor liave we satisfactory assurance that any one of the

threo writers either was an actual bearer of the Lord, or wrote from the

dietation of one who was, for the narrative ascribed by primitive antiquity

to Saint Mattliew was in a different language from the document we

possess. It seems that the three Gospels were not individual womks go

much as accretions round a common nucleus of tradition, and this proeess

implies a lapse of time probably too great for verbal memory. The cliar-

acter and the morality wlidh have transformed the world we certainly

have; on the phrasoology we cannot absolutely depend. It is liardly réa-

sonable, thon, to set a plirase, particularly a figurative phrase, against the

genemal tenor of-the teaching. Yet this we must apparently do, if in the

face of the general teacliing as to the justice and the fatherly goodness of

God, we liold tlie doctrine of Eternal Punisîment. If with the doctrine

of Eternal Punishment is combined that of Election, the moral diffieulty

becomes greater stili. One of the tyrants of Milan contrived a mode of

putting bis onemies to deatli by torture prolonged over forty days. He 1$

branded by history as the greatest of monsters ; yet bis forty days were as

a moment eompared with eternity, and lie was not himself the actual

torturer, as is tlie Omnîpresent Power of Dante's 'urgatory and hl.

The bisection of mankind also into the good and wickcd, whicli the doctrine

implies, thougli admissible for the purpose of a parable, is manifestly at

variance with literaI fact, the shades of character between the two moral

extremes being innumerable, so that no sharp line can anywhere be

drawn. Dr. Pusey, when lie contends that the fear 'of Eternal Punish-

ment is necessary to scare mon into righteousness, is founding the doctrine

on expediency, not on truth, and we may doulit the expediency of anythiflg

whidli mismepresents the cliaracter of God. The Gospel and aur consciou'J

ness alike tell us that as we do well or iii bere, it wiIl lie weil or iii for

us hereafter : more tliey do not tell us, nor doces it seem possible that 'We
shouid know.

A FOIEIGNER',S OPINION 0F I4MERIGAN POETS.

OF ail subjective influences which a critic, that lie may prove impartil,
mequires to guard against, there is none se insidiousiv potent and go diffielît
to eradicate as thIl "esprit (le corps," the lias in fiavour of one's Mother

Country and ail that she' produces. Fortunately for the Nineteenth Century

illiberal prejudices are fast disappearing in Litemature, Art and Science,,
and liglit, faint but increasing, begins to show itself in Theology. Praise'

worthy patriotism is in mnany cases; but in criticisrn, where prejudices

cannot but render opinions of none account, and wliere liberality in 1
respects is a sinle qua non, patriotic bias must lie put aside. To accdlOpîi8h
this is indeed a difficult task ; to disabuse the mind of principles wb.iWh
have been instilled into it duriiig its wliole development, and which shouîd

Qn Qther eccemions hQld powedful sway, is well-nigh impossible. Fortunat8ll
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