
;tction of Western Ontario have taken a kead in trying to
'neet the prescrnt fuel exigencies. Advantage wa~s taken
Df "fuelless M>nday,- Feliruary iith, i918, to. hold a
»onference on the subject. Citizens like Mr. D. B. Det-
weiler, of Kitchener; Mr. C. Cook, of Brantford; Mayor
Dakini and Mr. Hancock, of Gait; M4r. Weichel, of
Waterloo; Mr. Hall, of Hespeller; Mr. Kelly, of Ham-
ilton,~ and others, arranged for a meeting. Th1~is meeting
was~ held in the counicil chamber at Galt, Ontario, and
'vas attended by representatives of nmost of the surround-
ing chties and towns. The chairman, Mr. J. H. Hancock,
who is president of the Gait Board of Trade, in calling
the meeting to order, referred to the "seriousness of the
fuel situation, urging the advisability of forming an
organization to go carefully into the mnatter of solving
the fuel problem, flot for this year only, but also for next
year, in order to prevent a recurrence of the experience
we have just bad."

The meeting was addressed by Mr. Arthur V. White,
consulting engineer, and Mr. Clyde Leavitt, chief for-
ester, belli of the Commission of Conservation. Mr.
White outlined the situation comprehensively in state-
ments which are fully applicable to prescrit conditions.
He spoke as follows:-*

Âddress by Arthur V. White
-Any comments that may be made within the bunef

Urne at our disposai must largely be suggestive, and

designed to permit a ýbroad outlook upon the fuel
problem.

"It is impossible te overestimate the gravity of this

pr4ýblern. Apart f rom the issues of the war as they affect
the whole Empire, I believe there is nothing before the
Canadian public to-day tbat is of such -serious moment
as this national fuel problem. We simply cannot live
i this climate without an adequate supply of fuel. We

have before us, of course, the exige>icy of the present
wintetr, which will d>ubtless be met. 'We will be able to

scranjble through somehow. Large sections of the United
States, however, are already taking action for the winter
of 1918-1919. They bave evidently been advised by their

owji fuel administrator that thcy mnust conserve tuicir own

fuel supply for next wintcr Mr. Leavitt wvilI refer te, sonle
of theêactivities that are now being instituted by various

portions of the States te, get ready for the coming witer.
Some municipalities in Canada have already lbegun te

takc action in this respect. This fuel situation as at

riaio*val protblem has only been hastened by the prescrnt

war,owing larg-ely to> increased coal deniands and to the
depletion of the res-erves. Previous to the war, it was esti-

piated that the anthracite coal fields in the United States

would provide fuel supply for about one hundred years,
but, becatise of the increased consumrption, the United
States isederal Qovernment, doubtless, in Uhe near future,
wll be conipelled, in the interests of its own citizens, to

place huch more drastic restrictions upon the eucport of

4,oal than before the war. Anything doue by way of
practlcal assistance by ibis Convention mnaling for~ thr
n1id-i;tinn of conditions which mav be looked for next

for t#his~ winter is overvome. The United States
te, Canada a considerable supply of coal--over fiftj
cent. of our consurnption; ninety-eight and one-hal
cent. of ail the oil we use cornes from the United St
and Uhe United States is helping Canada to, fin~
Therefore, we miust be careful to maintain our

neighborly attitude towards the United States, rei
bering inx how many ways each country is indebtt

the other for material comînodities. Those count.ies
possess coal, like Bri'tain, the United States and
many, have, during the last three years, rccognizD
neyer before that coal is really one of the most impc

products of the commerce of the nations. German,
tates to Holland what supplies she must send ove
border in exchange for coal. Switzerland hias got te
to Germariy 40,000,000 francs for 200,000 tons 01

per nmonth. Great Britain requires that certain
touching lier shores for coal must bring foodt
Where would Canada stand undtr correspondin
mands?

"With respect te present allotments, we may
trust te efforts made by or Uomninion fuel conti
Mr. C. A. Magratll. He lias a good hearing i

ington, and his efforts there are held in the, ver)
eQ4e No doubt. iust as seon as circumstance
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