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which wasin 1610. They built a fort, from
which they were dislodged by the Dutch,
and the latter were similarly treated by the
English in 1661.

Kumassi, the capital of Ashanti, was first
visited by Europeans on the 15th of May,
1817. Mr. James, commandant of Accra
Fort, accompanied by a staff, visited that
place partly to establish a British residency
or consulate. In passing through the inter-
mediate country they were much struck with
the desolation the Ashantis had everywhere
left behind them in their many engagements
with neighboring tribes. No cultivation was
to be seen, villages werc ruined and desert-
ed, and long tracts of country crossed with-
out meeting a single human being. The
visitors upon their entry into Kumassi were
honored with a public reception, attended by
a display of barbaric pomp and wealth, to
impress them with the greatness of the king.
At the entrance of the town they were met by
some 5,000 warriors, who kept up an inces-
sant discharge of musketry and led them
slowly through the crowded streets to the
market place, to the king, who was waiting
in state, surrounded by chiefs and officers of
his court. The ambassadors were astonish-
cd at the wealth exhibited and the display
of gold. It was estimated there were 30,000
soldiers present. A number of differences
which existed were settled, and a treaty of
peace was concluded on the 7th of Septem-
ber, 1817. Amonyg the clauses was one that
there should be perpetual peace between the
British subjects in that country and the sub-
jects of the king of Ashanti, and another
that a British officer should reside constant-
ly at the capital for the purposc of instituting
and preserving a regular communication
with the governor at Cape Coast Castle.

From 1819 to 1821 the king of Ashanti
endeavored to complicate his relations with
the English by means of unrcasonable de-
mands and the imposition of fines for fancied
breaches of the treaty. Matters became very
much strained, and culminated in an engage-
ment brought about by the barbarous murder
of asergeant of the Royal African Company.
‘The Fnglish resolved to punish this act of
barbarity, and marched to the scene of the
crime, where they found the Ashantis as-
sembled in arms, and who fired upon them,
but retired after an engagement.

As a result, trade at once ccased with
Ashanti.  Cape Coast Castle was conse-
quently isolated, against
attack the people built a loopholed wall of
mud from the sea-beach on the cast of the

and to ensure

town to cross the hills in a semicircle to the
sca-beach on the west, and the Government
erected a tower (afterwards called Fort Vic-

toria), armed with guns landed from H.M.5.
Tartar.

At this stage the Home (,ovcrnment de-
cided to assume the control of the settle-
ments on the Gold Coast. The reason as-
signed for such a step was that the local
authorities connived at the maintenance of
the slave trade, and the annual grant rc-
ceived from Parliament had been used with
the intention of keeping others from partici-
pating in legitimate trade. In the Parlia-
ment of 1821 a bill was passed abolishing
the African Company of Merchants and
transferring to the Crown all the company’s
forts and possessions on the Gold Coast,
which were to be placed under the Govern-
ment of Sierra Leone. At this period there
were eight forts; the white establishment
consisted of 45 persons, and the number of
black and colored people in the company’s
pay, some 450.

The Government of the (old Coast was
assumed by Sir Charles McCarthy on the
28th March, 1822, He endecavored to re-
open friendly relations with Kumassi, and
despatched messengers to the king, announc-
ing his assumption of office and bearing the
He provided for the
defence of the forts by the formation of
native troops in the service of the late com-
pany into colonial corps, composed of 3
companies, known as the Royal African
Colonial Corps of Light Infantry.

customary presents.

In the carly part of December, 1822, a
company of the 2nd West India Regiment
arrived at Cape Coast, and on theeveof the
outhreak of hostilities, the force on the Gold
Cost consisted of one company of the 2nd
West India Regiment and 5 companies (2
white and 3 black) of the Royal African
Colonial Corps, in all Iéssithan 500 men. In
June, 1823, the long™ threatened invasion
took place, some 3,000 Ashantis crossing
the Prah and Prashu on the 4th of that
month.  This force was met by the whole of
the troops from Cape Coast, who compelled
them to retire, and a sccond attempt on
their part met with no better success.

A disastrous expedition was made into
the Wassaw country. The force sent out
was crushed by overwhelming numbers, and
the failure of ammunition at a critical mo-
ment turned the defeat into disaster.  The
Ashantis, however, made no attempt to fol-
During the year 1824
a number of engagements took place between

low up their success.

the English and the Ashantis, until the latter
withdrew to their territory.

The mortality amonyg the officers and
European troops during this campaign had
been terrible.  Out of the two first com-
panies of white soldiers who arrived at the

Gold Coast in April, 1823, only one man
remained alive in December, 1824. Out of
a second detachment that arrived in No-
vember, 1823, only eight remained alive.
The greater part of a third detachment which
arrived on the 12th of March, 1824, died
within three months of landing. The deaths
of 15 officers took place within the same
period—April to December.

In 1826 the Ashanti army made a second
advance and were repulsed after a severe
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ONDON--THE LANGHAM HOTEL, REGENT

St. and Portland Place, W., for the Army and Navy,

and families, This hotel is one ot' the finest in England.
every modern improvement ; moderate tariff,

ONTREAL-THE ST. LAWRENCE HALL IS

centrally Jocated and the most Jiberally managed

hotel in Canada.  Rates from $2.50 to $4.00 per day.
Henry Hogan, Proprietor.

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AND WANTED.

Advertisements under this heading 2c. per word each in-

sertion, payable strictly in advance.

OR SALE—RIFLE OFFICER'S UNIFORM COM.
plete, with case, $110; in good order.  Address

Licut., care this office.

OR SALE--MEDICAL OFFICER’S GOLD LACED
Belts, in good condition.  Consist of cross belt, full
dress and review order pouches (2); waist helt and im-
perial medical staff buckle ; two sets of slings, one quite
new aud the other soiled by horse.  Address X.Y.Z.,
Miitary Gazerre Office, (tf.)

OR SALE—INFANTRY OFFICER'S GOLD LACE

Sword Belts, Sash and Sword Knot. Allas good as
new, having been only once used, Enclosed in air-tight
tin box. Price, $20 cash. This is a genuine bargain.
Address Infantry, P. O. Box 1269, Winnipeg,.

OR SALE—INFANTRY OFFICER'S SWORD,

silver plated scabbard,  Will be sent on receipt of $ro0.

Address Licatenant, care MiL1rary GAZETTE, Mo:_nrc:u!.
tt,

OR SALE — REAL BEARSKIN BUSBY AND

Plume ; as good as new ; saitabte for Guards, Grena-
dier or Fusilier oficer § in tin case § size, 6745 will sell at
a bargain y cost $60. G.D.D., Miirary Gazerre,
Montreal.

OR SALE - INFANTRY
helmet and tin case 5 unusually neat shape @
G.DUDL, Manirary Gazerre, Montreal.

OFFICER'S WHITE
size 67,

ORTHOPTICS

Lither

with or
without
shades.

fitted to suit
any eye.

GLASSE
wietr HARRISON & CO.

Opticians

258 St. James St., MONTREAL

Kindly ask Your
Grocer for

" GURD'S

Ginger Ale, Soda Water, Nectar.
Bronze Medals.

Superior to all others.
14 Diplomas Awarded. Charles Gurd & Co., Montreal.

2 GGold, 2 Silver, 4



