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THE EAGLE AND THE WREN

A PABLR.

The birds once mot—an ancient story reuds—
Ta chooso & monarch, So thoy ench agroed
Whoever highest ronrod by wit or wing,
oulﬁ' be proclaimed henceforth their soveroign
ing.

Upgprangthey then with one necord, and through
Tgail;_nutﬁvo elomont like arrows flew; s
But highest roso the engle, whu did sonr

Until his woariod wings conld buat ne wore ;
Nor weiting to be told in other words,
Proclaimed himself tho sovervign of tho birds.

Betwean his shoulders, unpereoived till then,
Bat perched in quiot onso tho littlo wron,
Who, as the oagle censcd to tnount, quick rose
On tiny piuion far above her foes,

And twittered forth tho vistory at length

Of wit and iutellect v’er bulk nnd strength.

Boston Journal.

For the earthstone.,

A PERFECT FRAUD.

BY J. A. PHILLIPS.

IT wasn't much of a baby ; thero wns no dis-
gulsing the fuct, that, tuken on its real, actunl
merit s o minute representative of the human
riuco the baby was & fruud, Judged by the ab-
stractstandard of babylsm, it didn’t have a sin-
gle good point ubout it ; it wasn’t chubby ; it
wasn’ rad ; it hadn't o good temper, and not the
slightest outline of the ghast of a halr could be
found on its billiard Lall like head. Yet at first
sight it struck you that it ought to have been an
extru st elass buby. Nuoture seemed to have
sturted oft” with the idea of making it a very
marvel of u baby, but somehow or other got dis-
gusted before the jJob was half over and gave it
up in despuir, and so tho baby was by nomeans
a guccess. It had o largo houd ; and It Jooked
as Ifis had started oft'to ba a fiue intellectual
hetd ; but somehow, the buck had grown out
8o tnueh, atd the forchend bad grown in so
muahy aid she fenplon wero so flat,

more resemblod & second olass potatoe which

had been sut on sidewnys nnd hnd never had u | '

chance Lo racover itself afterwards.
Then in the matter of bulk ; there was lotsof’
incipient bLone; nature apparently meant, at

first, to make it o big baby and so Inid down a |~
good foundation; but for some uninown c¢ause, |
nature abundoned the idea before the quantity |

or fiesh necessary to cover the outline of bone
had been duly considered nnd, therefore, the ba-
by presented rathier a scraggy appearance. Then'

as to Its skin ; bablesure suppoted to be always |

red, and tender; this baby was nore yellow.
than red ; its skin looked rough and resembled
a convuised orange rind with u dash of bang-
na peol rubbedin. It's back was uncertain and
soemed liable to glve way in the middle at any
time ; and it's oyes showed o decided tendency
to thut style of oye known as goggle. I freely
confess that I felt heartily ashamed of having
to enll mysolf the father of such a burlesque on
humunity ; but, I couldn’t helpit; if I could
have helped it I would ;3 but, I couldn’t; it was
the best baby wo could get and so there was no
use worrying about it. The baby wasa fraud and
we wanted it (o perpetrute a fraud with ; and as

it was the only one we could got we had to be

content with it.

#We,” you will say; « Whoare ¢we? 2 « My
wife and I"” I reply using the title of Mrs,
Btowe’s last novel. But it wasn't our buby ; not
& bit ofit; if it had been we would probn-
bly have thought it *¢ Just perfect,” asall fathers
and mothers do of thelr first-born. You see this
story is all about a fraud I perpetrated and In
order that you miglt understand it better, I
will bogin at the beglnning and tell you how it
waus that my.-wife and I came to nced a baby
which didn't belongto us, and what we wanted
to do with it.

My fatliecr was a peculiar man; his name
wak Treynch—Thomas Treycnh-—, so he sald,
and 50 he wrote it § but, I never belleved in the
y and always wrote my mname T-r-e-n-¢-h
Trench, short ;but my father persisted in calling
himself Treynch, and pronounced it as if spoit
Trayuch. This was ouo of the first differonces wo
had and many more followed, until at the age
of eighteen 1 felt compelled to forsake the pa-
ternal roof and go out into the world to- earve
out my owa fartime, I carved and was tolera.
bly successful. Don't think I was « astruggling

- Iawyet”—all the. sonsation novels now-a-days

havo slruggling lawyers in them—I was nothing
of thesorl, I went Into a Dry Goods Jobbing
House and by 6lose aftention to business rose in
three'yenrs to the dignity of & drummer. Peor.
haps you ' don't know what a drumuiner is in
connéotion with the Dry Good trade ; then I will
- fell'you; he is n man who travels about from
-village.to village with sumples of the goods
his employors -have for snle and takes or-
ders, Ho:is somelimes onlled & travelling
agent, and sometimoes a commercial agent, and
when he {8 a very choeky follow heealls himself
a commission meroliant ; but, 1 Started as a
drutamer, I'llked to be known as a drummor and
I shall stick to the name altlicugh I am not a
drummer now. Woell, I drummed 50 success—
fully that aftor I had been in the business about
four yeurs, I wasoffered a partnership In a rival
Jjobbing house. and - accepted it ; much to the
disgust of my old employery who did not seem
to remomber that I had become & man and
wanted to curve my Way and & offered me no
inducement to remain with them until it was
I was thon twenty five and had ex-
ccllont prospeots, %o I romembored a lttle blue
oyed beauty about whom X had been ¥Very
spooney during o long visit to Chicago; andso
the next timoe I wont drumnming I talked the
matter over with her and the result was that
when I roturned to New York I brought Gerty
brek with mo as Mrs. Arthur Trenoh, short.
My father and I had never got on well to-
gether and my taking my own future into my
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keeping had not improved his feeling towards
me, . When X left him he swore that he would
never give me a dollar as long as he, lived, nor
lonve mo one when he died and I knew him
well enough to feol quite sure he would keep his
word. He was in business in Boston and owned
dogens of ¢ brown stone fronts” in that City;
his‘name was good on change for ¢ any amount”
and ho could probably havo raised halfa mil-

‘lion of dolinrs a8 easily as the next man; but,

not-one cent of that money would I get, and I
fell sure of it. I did notcare much about it for
mysolf, but when & man commits matrimony
he begins to feel important and thinks about
« providing for his family,” and so I began to
think it hard that all this money should be left
to strangors or somo publie institution, forI was
an only son and had no near relatives but my
father. I sometfimes met my father during my
business visits to Boston or hlas to New York;
‘Wwe were very polito  to ench other, generally
dined together and Invariably had a dispute on
somge subject or other—we never agreed with
ench other on any topic—and we were sure to

-part bad friends, to meot again next time with

polite coolness on both sldes. When I got mar-
ried I thonght at first I would take Gertry to
Boaton and introduce her to my father; but,on
consideration I concluded to write to him ; Idid
80; this is the answer I got ;

DEAR Sti,—I always thought you a fool, now
I am perfectly certain of it. What does 1 man
in your poeition, travelling half the time, want
with a wife? You are only saddling yourself
with a ussless expenso and providing a pretty
1ittle doll for some coxcomb to flirt with while
you aro away, You'll be having a family too, I
suppose, but don't fancy I shall support them.
My determination with regnrd to the disposition
of my property remains anchanged; and I shall
probably endow the deaf and dumb institute
with it. Deaf and dumb people always appenr
to mo tobe very sonsible folks. I shall havo the
pleasuro of soelng you on my next visit'to Now
York and will discuss your folly with you if you
80 desire.
Very respoctiully yours,
TiiomAs TREYNCIL.

Of courso, I wans furlous. I expected to be
called a fool; but, the gratuitous insult to.Gorty

was more than I could stand; I wrote an angry

reply, recelved ono equally angry in return and
the upshot of the aflnir was that we had a re-
gular quarrel, our customay visits of politencss
were dropped and wo did not meet for over a
yoar,

When Gorty and I had been married about n
yonr wo had & baby. That wae a baby. You
ean take my word for it, it was tho prettlest,
chubblest, sweetest, most intelligent——well,
never mind it was our baby, and that was sufli-
ciont to prove it was the finest baby ever scen.
Poor little follow he ought to have been good for
he did not Iast long ; the angels got joalous of us,
and after londing bim to us for two months thoy
came one night and took bim away. The doc-
tor said it was tho croup, but I knew better, the
angels wanted him and they just took him.

Poor Qerty, it almost broke hor heart; but
sho bore up as woll as possible undor the circum-
stances and would have got qnite over it I be-
lleve If ft hadn't been for the frand which fol-
lowed Harry's death; and this is how the fraud
cameo to be perpetrated. About a month after
baby's birth, 1 recelved an extraordinary letter
from my father. Ho said he had seen the an-
nouncement of baby’s birth in the papers and
wished to congratulate me, He oxpressed his
pleasure at its being o boy and sald ho had re-
cently come to the conelusion that he had made
a mistake when he took the rawh.vow about the
disposition of his property; still it was a vow
and ho could not chango it, with regard to my
children, however, It was different, ho had
mado no vow about them and “foit at liberty to
change his mind. He went on to say that he
had \ately purchased a plantation in Demerara
and proposed to go out there in the of

in favor of thd Deaf and Dumb Tustitute If he
knew the boy was dead; beenuse hio would think
that he had not kept his onth unless he put it
beyond any chance that I should parsonally in-
hertt any of his fortune, which [ might do {f ho
mude an open will in (avor of my childron so
long as I had none and mny never have any.
Than the fraud gol more nnd more hnpressed on
my mind; I would borrow a baby ; 1 would pass
it off'as mine; my futher would make his will
in favor of my infant son and my next infant
son would do quite as well.  You sco the fraud
quito knocked the lnw of the cago out of my
head and {t never occurred to me that the will
might be contested, S0 1 decided on the frand.
It took a long time before I coukl persunde
Gerty ta foln me in the piat, hut, finally she con-
scnted and it wis only left to find the huby.
But, there cane the rub; I thought it would
be only necessary toadvertise In the N Y. Jlerald
for a ¢ fine male ehild two months old, Lo adopt,”
to be perfectly tnundated with babies; but thero
I made o mistake. The baby markel was in a
very uncertain condition, girls were plentiful
but boys were scarce. Day after day passed and
I returnaed home without having found the ne-
cossary brby; at last it got to be the morning
before my father's arrlval and still no bithy;
matters were getting despernte. Thiat mornlng's
posrt brought me a letter oftering the muoh do-
sired buby. 1 rushiedoff tosecure it and returned
with it in about an hour. Gerty screumed when
s8ho saw it nnd declared she would never own to
belng the mother of such a wretched little spe-
cimen of humanity as that,. Wo had gono too
far to go back now and after a hearty cry Gerty
ted—as she g lly did to nny nproposal

five or slx weeks and that before he did so he
would be in New York for a day or two and
would eanll on me 8o that he might sce the buby
before ho wont. e snid he wanted Lo seo the
baby before he made his will as, If he did not
think it llkely to make a good man he would
think agnin about the disposition of his proper.
ty. Of course, [ felt well pleased at the good
prospects of my boy and used to sitand loak at
him thinking how bright a futuro he had before
him, Then tho baby died and nll my bright,
beautiful castle tumbled to tha gronnd. Then
the devil put the {dea of the fraud Into my head
and I practised it. I knew. my fathor well
enough to know that be weuld make his will

of mine~—to own the little monster; it Lelng
stricily ngreed that the baby was to be disposed
of as soon ns my father lefl; and, s0 the fraud
was duly installed {n hig position as #our baby.”

The next day my father arrived and I
took him home to dinner, I confess I felt very
nervous and his frst words did not at all rons-
sure me.

#\What an ugly little bonst,” he sald as soon
ns he saw the baby lying on Gerty's Inp dressed
in ull the bravery of laces and muslin peculinr
to banbydom.

I perfectly agreed with him. I never felt
more ashamed in my life; and tho {ears started
into Gerty's oyes ns I tried te staumimer’out

&
somothing about {ts belmg «the best we conld
do,"” or something else equally bbeclie. X\_

My father scemed rathor sorry that he had
spoken 8o blunlly nnd patted Clerty kindly on
the head and told her not to miml an old man
who noever thought nny baby pretty.

After dinner my fnther sat for a long while
tnlking to Gerty and playing with the by 3 he
was evidently taklug o great faney to Gerty and
soeined Lo have got over s (Iest antljmthy to
the fittle fratd.

The next three weeks were terribly teying to
Qerty; the foiad bebaved shametally 3 there
wns only one strong point ahout the animal and
that was his lungs; they were wonderfully de-
veloped nnd for those thyee woeelts he yollid, on
an avernge, nhoul twelve hourdont of the twenty
four, The way he kickoed poor Gerty and pulhsd
and hanled her made my heart bleed for the
poor thing, Bt the mest extraonlinary thing
was my father's comnduet; ho stadd over from
duy to day prolonging his stay from Lthree days,
the original limit, to three woeeks,

Iie wax aetrally getting foned of the baby ! !

The tirst time I notlesd thilg was Lhe third
dny of his stay when he asleed 3F b might be
ullowed to hold s o grandson,”  He stralted
nbout ng proud as n furkey cock holdisg e
haby very awkswardly, the HLlle frund se HITS
fng like the mischier alt the while,  He would
SIU for DRlIf an hour at o time watebing the
frawed yell amd kiek; he delighied fn belng -
lowed to hold It and almost Kereamed wilh
pleasure when he nctuntly saw the haby washd,
1le would walk it nbout. for honrs suud the Hittle
wreteh would keep quicter with him than with
unyone else. 1 never shudl forget one nighit the
| little wreteh commenced (o seream Just nfter
wao went to bed nnd atter he had been yelling
for an hour, my father cime info my room and
usked to be allowed to wulk him nbont.

It wasa touching sight, viewoed from under Lhe
bhedelothes, to ses that noble old man in his long
drossing gown amd 1St slippers, withoud any
sacks and evidently uncomtortubly colit about
the legy, walk that baby up and down for near-
Iy an hour until Lie had got him aslecp,

. Atlast my father made up his mind that he
niusl.‘sq"f‘g"!er Nowmoerara,  He expected (o ha
‘aokent atualh w yoanr ated the day o

riarted hu exeacuted hix will amd dld something
1 do not think he ever did before In bis life, ho'
made o speeci,. We were sitiingg tn e paortor
aftor dinner when he akked to -have the bahy,

and, after o turn or two aboul .the room ho
stopped In front of Gerty and 1 awl salll, very
solemnly :

s Arthur, I am very glidd I enme (o see yon
before I lefl. the country, I mm an ol man
amd Demerarn 18 not a0 very healthy place ;
muay never return; but I shall ke sway with
me more pleasant memorles than have
crowded Into so short o stmee of time for n 3
years., 1 confess I was prejudiced against your
{ wife hefore I suw her; biess her dtttie soul, I
| love her now as If shie was my own tatehter,
i As for s my grandson’™. here that youtss
 imp began to squall andit was fully Llen minsites
before he could he qguietod. When, pewes wis
rostored my father continued: ¢ As to my
grandson, I do not attempt to deny that I was
greatly disappointed at first; hif appearnnes i4
nggetnst bl 3 his developient af borne bs execl-
fent, but In flesh he I8 very faulty ; there ira
nlso points about his head and face which ure
objectionable, ant he ennnot be enlled n pretty
buby. Rut, I have heand it suld that ugly
bables made the hest looking mon and women;
and, argulng on that hypothesis 1 expect he
will be the bandsomest man of hils time. [
havo taken a great funcy to it oy and [
hope, and expect that he will become n seeand
Demosthienes or Danlel Webster; he certniny
possesses the capaelty ns fur as length of wind
is concerned. I have mado that boy my beir;
any other children you may have you will hnve
to provide for yonrself. My will ls scarcely in
exact keeping with my vow, Arthur—uul I
muny here say that I desply repent thal vow—
but, I belleve it will fill the genoral tendency of
my oath. Tho whole of my fortunc is left In
trust to 1y old partner Bangs, aml Doctor All-
splce, untit Mnrry comes of age when he will
ecome inte one half unreservedly; tho other
hulf not to be pald him until his mother’ death,
which God grunt may not be far yenrs to coma”
Ho lnid his hand affectionately on Uerty's head
and continuod :  Yes, Arthur, I have left your
wife o llife intorest in one half my fortune which
will give her an Income of over $25,000 a yeur,
It Is nlmost the snme as leaving it to you, an.,
therefore I doubt whether [ huve kepl my vath
a8 strictiy as I ought to have dono; hut, ir T
have crred it has boen on tho right side uad L
hope and bellove God witl forgive mo.”

I had never heard my fathor make such n
long speech and 1 was naturnlly much affucted.
I deeply repented the trick T had played him
and wits on the point of confessingit, whon the
little fraud set up & tremendous squall nud my
father taking the baby In his arms walkod up
to the nursery with it and did not come down
ngain that nlght

Tho next day ho salled for Demorara.

I hud Intended Lo get rid of tho horrid haby as
soon as my father hnd gone ; but, hard as it had
becn to get him 1t was still hardor to get rid of
him, and it was nearly three months before I
could induce an old woman in New York to
s« adopt ” him, by glving her $600. I thon wrote
a long, sorrowftl letter to my futhor informing
him of the death from small pox of my preclous
son—I am confident I called him precious—and
descanted at somo length on the grief of, Gerty,
who expoctod ere long to again becomo n
mother.

It was two months before I got an answer,
My father expressed himself vory kindly about
Gerty and showed sincere sorrow at tho deuth
of his gmudson. He sent a lot of West Indlan
knickknacks to Gerty, and told me he had
exccutod u new wlll leaving his whole fortunc

to be cqually diviied amongst any chlldren wa
might have; Gerly to enjoy the sume half life
interest; and, in the eventof her dying without

children, all hils fortune was to bo devoted to
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